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Guerrillas attack Israeli position 

MARJAYOUN (AP) — Unidentified guemillas Wednesday 
blasted an Israel military position in South Lebanon with 
nussiles, drawing a retaliatory artillery barrage, security 
sources said. They said no casualties were reported in the 
midday exchange across the frontline that separates the 
Israeli-occupied so-called “security zone” from the rest of the 
country. The sources, speaking on condition of anonymity, 
raid the .guerrillas targeted the Sojob outpost on the edge of 
the central sector of the zone with a number of missiles. The 
affiliation of the guerrillas was not immediately known. The 
Israelis retaliated with a mortar and howitzer barrage against 
Iqlim A1 Tuffah a traditional stronghold of Hizbofiah. That 
suggested the Israelis suspected the group was behind the 
attack. 
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Majali reshuffles Cabinet; 14 ministers replace 

Abu Nowar deputy premier; Anani takes information; Tal given higher education portfolio; 
Rima Khalaf first woman minister in nine years; changes mostly affect, service-related ministries 



By Nermeen Murad 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Prime Minister 
Abdul Salam AI Majali reshuf- 
fled his government Wednes- 
day only a few days before be 
is to present his Cabinet for a 
vote of confidence in the Low- 
er House of Parliament. It is 
the first cabinet in the history 
of Jordan that includes no de- 
puties from a sitting Parlia- 
ment. 

The reshuffle, in which nine 
former and new ministers 
joined the Cabinet and four 
portfolios changed hands, 
brought in the first woman 
minister in over nine years. 
Rima Khalaf, a senior official 
at the Ministry of Trade and 
Industry, was appointed as 
head of that ministry. 

Dr. Majali appointed two 
deputy prime ministers — for- 
mer Minister of Information 
Maan Abu Nowar was 
appointed as deputy premier 
with no portfolio, and Saeed 
AI Tal was appointed as depu- 
ty premier and minister of 
higher education. 

The new appointees include 
Taher Hikmat as minister of 
justice, Hisham AI Khatib as 
minister of water and irriga- 
tion, Adeeb Halasa as minister 


of transport, Adel Irsheid as 
minister of state for Prime 
Ministry affairs, Fawaz Abol 
Ghat) am as minister of state, 
Amin Mahmoud as minis ter of 
culture, Abdul Razzaq Ensour 
as minister of public works. 

Jawad Anani, who had 
served only as minister of state 
during the past six months was 
appointed as information 
minister as well. 

Ahmad AI Akaiieh, who 
had been minister of state, was 
appointed as minister of muni- 
cipalities and the environment 
replacing Mabdi Farhan who 
was assigned to head the 
Ministiy of Agriculture. 

The ministers who left Dr. 
Majah’s Cabinet are: Marwan 
Kama! (agriculture), 
Mahmoud Samra (culture), 
Rateb Ai Wazani (justice), 
Khalaf Hawari (public works 
and housing), Bassam AI Saket 
(trade and industry) and Bas- 
sam Kakish (water and irriga- 
tion), . 

The new deputy prime 
minister and minister of nigher 
education. Dr. Tal, and the 
minister of justice, Mr. Hik- 
mat. are members of tile Up- 
per House (Senate). Three, 
including Dr. Tal and Mr. Hik- 
mat as well as Dr. Hisham 
Khatib (water and irrigation) 


had served as ministers in pre- 
vious governments. Six of the 
new appointees serve as minis- 
ters for the first time. They are 
Ms. Khalaf (trade and indus- 
try), Mr. Halasa (transport), 
Mr. Irsheid (minister of state). 
Dr. Mahmoud (culture) and 
Dr. Ensour (public works and 
housing) (see profiles on page 
3). 

Parliamentary sources 
Wednesday said it was too 
■ early to guage the reaction of 
Parliament members to the 
reshuffle, but added that they 
expected it to cause “very tittle 
change on how deputies win 
vote during the confidence ses- 
sion." 

The premier, who had met 
with me five different 


li amentary blocs in a hid to 
ensure their support, appeared 
assured of receiving the re- 
quired 41-vote majority he 
needs to get the House’s confi- 
dence, but most observers be- 
lieve “it will not be easy sail- 
ing" for him. 

Dr. Majali's government 
had come under heavy critio 
ism for a series of steps taken 
before the Nov. 8 elections and 
after the results were 
announced. 

Some p arliam en tarians had 
faulted the prime minis ter for 



IDs Majesty King Hussein, His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan, Prime Minister Abdul 
Salam AI Majali and the King's Military Secret- 

not resigning after holding the 
elections or bringing in de- 
puties into his government 
The decision not to include any 
members of the Lower House 
will, for one thing, hurt his 
chances of receiving strong 
support from the House, espe- 


ary His Royal Highness Prince Tala! Ben 
Mohammad (right) at Wednesday’s swearing-in 
ceremony of six new ministers (Petra photo) 


daily also since be did not 
bring in more of the “heavy- 
weight politicians" into his 
reshuffled Cabinet, the par- 
liamentary sources said. 

“This essentially remains 
largely a government of tech- 
nocrats" a former senior offi- 


cial told the Jordan Times. “It 
is still ladting in politicians 
who would be able to balance 
the political ramifications of 
government decisions," added 
tiie former official, who had 

(Contteaed on page 10) 


Cabinet list 

Pirime Minister (also mm***”* of defence, foreign affairs) t — 
Abdul Salam AI MryalL 

Deputy Prime Minister Ma’an Abu Nows r 

Deputy Prime Minister (higher education) .... — Saeed AI Tal 
Ministers: 

Agriculture ....................................... Mohammad Farhan 

Co mmunicat ion and postal affair * Tareq Subeimaf 

Culture — Amin Mahmoud 

Education Khaled Omari 

Energy and mineral resources ....................... WatidAsfaur 

Finance Sami Gammoh 

Health Abdul Rahim Malhas 

Information and Prime Ministry affairs Jawad Anani 

Interior Salameh H amma ri 

Justice — Taher Hikmat 

Labour Khaled Ghazawf 

Municipal, rural affairs and envir o nm ent. .Ahmad .Akaiieh 

Planning ZiadFariz 

Pub&c works and housing Abdul Razzaq Ensour 

Religious affairs Abdul Salam Abbadi 

Social development Mohammad Sqonr 

Supply Radi Ibrahim 

Tourism and antiquities Mohammad Udwan 

Trade and industry Rima Khalaf 

Transport Adeeb Halasa 

Water and irrigation Hisham Khatib 

Youth Abdullah Oweidat 

Ministers of state: 

Foreign affairs Tala] Al Hassan 

Legal affairs Khaled A! Zou’bi 

Minsters of state: 

Fawwaz Abul Ghanam and Add Irsheid 


Armed Forces stage 
festival 

AMMAN (Petra) — Their 
Majesties King Hussein and 
Queen Noor Wednesday 
attended a ceremony held at 
the Palace of Culture, orga- 
nised by the cultural depart- 
ment or the Jordanian Armed 
Forces. Students from the 
Armed Forces schools pre- 
sented artistic and folkloric 
performances. Attending 
with the King and Queen 
were His Royal Highness 
Prince Hashem, Prime Minis- 
ter Abdul Salam AJ Majali, 
Royal Court Chief Sharif 
Zeid Ben Shaker and guests 
as well as senior army 
officers. 


Diplomat freed 

SANAA (AP) — Kidnapped 
American diplomat Haynes 
R. Mahoney was freed by his 
Yemeni captors Wednesday, 
two days after an earlier 
agreement to release him col- 
lapsed. Mr. Mahoney was re- 
leased at 10 p.m. (1900 
GMT) and was en route to 
Saudi Arabi border, said In- 
terior Minister Yehya Al 
Mutawaltil. 


Christopher due in 
Egypt Wednesday 

CAIRO (R) — U.S. Secretary 
of State Warren Christopher 
will discuss Middle East peace 
with Egypt’s President Hosni 
Mubarak in Cairo Dec. 8, 
Foreign Ministry sources said 
Wednesday. Mr. Christopher, 
who will also meet with Fore- 
ign Minister Amr Musa, begins 
a week-long tour of the Middle 
East on Friday to restart stag- 
nant talks Israel has been hold- 
ing with Syria, Lebanon and 
Jordan. 


Rafsanjani meets 
Hamas official 

NICOSIA (AP) Iran’s pres- 
ident, Hashemi Rafsanjani, 


met in Tehran Wednesday with 
a leading member of Hamas, 
Tehran Television reported. 
The broadcast quoted Mr. Raf- 
sanjani as saying Iran was In 
full support of the Palestinian 
uprising in the occupied terri- 
tories aimed at “libecatii 
Jerusalem.” The Hamas 
dal, Musa Abu Marzouk, 
thanked Iran for its “huma- 
nitarian efforts to create har- 
mony and coordination among 
the militant Palestinian groups 
and to promote solidarity 
among them." Mr. Abu Mar- 
zouk, who arrived in Tehran 
Sunday, met earlier Wednes- 
day with the speaker of the 
Iranian parliament. Ali Akbar 
Nateq-Nouri, the television 
said. 


King urges Arab reconciliation to meet 
challenges of post-cold war world scene 


AMMAN IJ.T.) — His Majes- 
ty King Hussein on Wednesday 
said the Arabs stood to lose in 
the changing international 
scene if they did not end the 
schisms caused by the Iraqi 
invasion of Kuwait in 1990 and 
reconcile. 

Speaking at a graduation 
ceremony of the Royal Staff 
and Command College. King 
Hussein called for the estab- 
lishment of a new Arab order 
based on democracy and hu- 
man rights to interact with the 
post-cold war international 
scene. 

The King restated his com- 
mitment to freedom, respect 
for human rights, pluralism 
and democracy. 


But. he warned, “we could 
lend no support whatsoever *to 
anyone who might be tempted 
to use this transition for selfish 
and narrow motives." 

The Monarch also reaf- 
firmed his quest for a compre- 
hensive settlement to the 
Arab- Israeli conflict and sup- 
port for the landmark peace 
accord signed berween Israel 
and the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) on Sept. 

King Hussein, who traces his 
origins to the Prophet Moham- 
med. said he would not give up 
his historic and religious 
rights to Jerusalem, which 
houses the third holiest shrine 
in Islam. 


• H<; reiterated a call for the 
formation of. a hon-polincal 
Muslim body representing the 
seven sects of the faith to admi- 
nister the Islamic holy shrine 
in East Jerusalem. 


Addressing the graduates, 
who inctaded ^sevet^officcrs 
from the armies of the Gulf 
states. King Hussein appealed 
for Arab reconciliation. 

"The last few years have 


See fufl text of the King’s speech on page 5 


“We will stay steadfast to 
our obligations towards the 
dry and ns holy sites." King 
Hussein told the graduates of 
the Royal Staff and Command 
College. 

“We will not recognise any 
sovereignty over Jerusalem ex- 
cept rnat of the Almighty 
God,” King Hussein said refer- 
ring the city which Israel claims 
as its “eternal and indivisible 
capital.'* 


witnessed the collapse of reg- 
imes. the tearing apart of coun- 
tries. civil wars as well as 
famine... our nation has got to 
appreciate these changes and 
pragmatically deal with them," 
King Hussein said. 

He said the Arabs should 
aim for “freedom from back- 
wardness. oppression and 
plundering. 

“Our nation will remain in- 


capable of confronting these 
’ challenges if ift leaders do not 
work for rebuilding the new 
Arab order in a new spirit, 
bypassing the differences, divi- 
sions. and estrangements 
which have beset inter-Arab 
relations in the past.” he said. 

“Everyone must overlook 
the wounds left over by the 
Gulf war, as well as various 
splits and fissures." said King 
Hussein. 

This can only materialise if 
we take a brotherly and forgiv- 
ing attitude and pore over the 
challenges of the future, which 
.obligates us to be united, arm 
in arm, so that our nation can 
have a dignified presence in 
this new age," he added. 


U.N. report says Iraq 
sanctions could be lifted 


UNITED NATIONS (Agen- 
cies) — Iraq’s acceptance of a 
longstanding U.N. demand for 
long-term monitoring of its 
weapons installations opens 
the door to an easing of inter- 
national sanctions on Bagh- 
dad. a new report said. 

The joint report by the U.N. 
commission supervising Iraqi 
disarmament and the Baghdad 
government was obtained by 
AFP Wednesday. 

It said that failure to reach 
agreement on monitoring had 
been the principal obstacle to 
lifting (he oil embargo imposed 
on Iraq by the international 
organisation. 

Iraq’s agreement on Friday 
to allow U.N. supervised 
monitoring of its arms prog- 
ramme has met the require- 
ments of both the U .N . special 
commission on Iraqi disarma- 
ment and the International 
Atomic Energy Agency', the 
report said. 

Rolf Ekeus. head of the spe- 
cial commission, said recently 
a six-month probation period 
would be needed to test the 
surveillance system before 
sanctions on Iraq could be 
lifted. 

The surveillance systems are 
aimed at ensuring that Bagh- 
dad does not resume develop- 
ment of ballistic or chemical 
weapons or mass destruction. 

Tne report released 
Wednesday is the result of 
talks between an Iraqi delega- 
tion led by Deputy Prime 
Minister Tareq Aziz and U.N. 
officials. The talks will resume 
in Baghdad or at U.N. head- 
quarters next month “in order 
to maintain the momentum to- 
wards the objective." the re- 
port said. 

Experts are due to travel to 


Iraq rapidly to begin imple- 
mentation of the surveillance 
system, the report said. 

In a related matter, mem- 
bers of the U.N. commission in 
Manama said experts would 


tpen 

travel to Iraq on Thursday to 
test surveillance cameras set up 
at missile test sites near 
Baghdad. 

Guy Martel le. a U.S. inspec- 
tor on the team, told reporters 
that the mission by three ex- 
perts was "purely technical" 
and not linked to Iraq’s accept- 
ance of long-term monitoring 
of its arms programmes. 

The Bahrain-based U.N. 
commission is charged with eli- 
minating Iraq’s weapons of 
mass destruction under the 
ceasefire terms of the 1991 
Gulf war. 

The United Slates has re- 
newed its opposition to early 
lifting of United Nations sanc- 
tions" on Iraq. 

“Iraq is not at this time in 
full compliance with any of the 
relevant U.N. Security Council 
resolutions. It has hot even 
met the requirements of the 
resolution which ended the 
fighting in the Gulf war." 
Assistant Secretary of State 
Edward Djerejian said. 

“With such a record. Iraq’s 
calls for negotiations to end 
international sanctions are at 
best premature." he said in a 
speech to the World Affairs 
(found] in Los Angeles that 
was released in Washington by 
the State Department/ 

Mr. Djerejian said the Un- 
ited States will accept nothing 
less than Iraq's full compliance 
with all the Security Council 
resolutions and with measures 

(Continued on page 5) 


Israeli killed in latest 
twist to spiralling violence 


OCCUPIED WEST BANK 
(Agencies) — Palestinian 
hardliners trying to derail the 
peace process shot dead an 
Israeli nursery teacher and 
wounded three companions 
Wednesday, triggering an 
angry backlash from Jewish 
settlers. 

Three Palestinians in a car 
opened fire on the group with 
M-16 and Kalashnikov rifles 
after the Israelis’ own car 
broke down near the town of 
Al Bireh, settlers* spokesman 
Staai Bazak said. 

Shalva Uzana, a 24-year-old 
from Jerusalem, died and three 
settlers were wounded, includ- 
ing a religious student who was 
in serious condition. 

The Izzeddis A I Qassem 
armed wine of the Islamic Re- 
sistance Movement (Hamas) 
said it carried out the attack to 
avenge the army's trilling last 
week of its leader Imad Akel. 

The Democratic Front for 
the Liberation fo Palestine also 
claimed responsibility in 
Damascus. 

Both groups have vowed to 
torpedo tbe Israel-Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
deal for autonomy in Gaza and 
Jericho, which calls for the 
army’s withdrawal beginning 
on Dec. 13- 

Mr. Barak, spokesman for 
the Council of Jewish com- 
munities said settlers would 
block all roads around settle- 
ments in tbe occupied territor- 
ies early Thursday in protest at 
the attack. 

They also planned a string of 
demonstrations and would 
launch a campaign for a public 
inquiry into the security 


aspects of the Israet-PLO 
peace deal. 

Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin vowed that his govern- 
ment would press ahead with 
the autonomy deal, due to go 
into effect on Dec, 13. 

“Event attack like this one- 
lowers Israeli confidence” in 
implementation of the first 
phase of Palestinian auton- 
omy, Mr. Rabin told Israeli 
Radio. 

“But the implementation of 
the accord must be pursued, in 
parallel with the war against 
terrorism,” he said from Brus- 
sels. “The army has been 
beefed up and is ready to de- 
fend settlers.” 

Nine Israelis and 27 Palesti- 
nians have been killed since 
the autonomy accord was 
signed. 

Army chief of staff General 
Ehud Barak ordered reinforce- 
ments into the territories, 
while Gen. Nehamia Tamari, 
military commander for the 
West Bank, met settlers and 
appealed for them not to take 
revenge against Palestinians. 

An anonymous caller speak- 
ing Arabic told an internation- 
al news agency Hamas carried 
out the shooting, which fol- 
lowed the worst Say of dashes 
in Gaza since the peace deal 
was signed in September. 

Foreign Minister Sbimon 
Peres called the attack painful 
but said even after “unbear- 
able murders, we never lost 
our cool.” 

After the killing, Israelis 
stopped an Arab car near the - 
Arab city of Nablus in tbe 
West Bank, ordered the driver 
out, and pushed the empty 


vehicle over a diff, Israel 
Radio said. 

- Dozens of right-wing Israelis 
blocked a main road into West 
Jerusalem briefly. In East 
Jerusalem Jewish demonstra- 
tors and Arabs threw stones at 
each other. Settlers blocked a 
road in Gaza and threw stones 
at Arab cars before soldiers 
intervened. 

At the seqae of the West 
Bank shooting, a pile of bloody 
clothing lay next to the Israelis* 
car. The car was pocked with 
at least 12 bullet boles. 

The army imposed curfews 
on Ramaliah and Ei Bireh and 
threw up roadblocks to try to 
catch the attackers. 

On Tuesday Israel called off 
its hunt for PLO activists, to 
try to calm the Gaza Strip, 
which bas been convulsed with 
violence since troops shot dead 
an .activist in PLO chief Yasser 
Arafat's Fateh faction on 
Sunday. 

Tbe shooting also gave a 
fresh push to settlers' plans for 
an operation called “tnis is my 
land." In the campaign, 
thousands of settlers plan to 
move tents and generators to 
130 sites near their settlements 
in a symbolic gesture of expan- 
sion. 

The campaign apparently is 
intended to provoke tbe gov- 
enment into confronting set- 
tlers and dragging them off the 
land, a situation they believe 
will win sympathy from the 
public at large. 

In the Gaza Strip, hundreds 
of Palestinians marched 
through . the streets of the 

(Continued on page 10) 


Schism grows in 
PLO leadership 


TUNIS (Agencies) — . Two. 
senior officials, scuttled a' 
Palestinian Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) emergency 
meeting Wednesday on stalled 
autonomy negotiations with 
Israel to protest PLO Chair- 
man Yasser Arafat’s handling 
of tbe talks and failure to re- 
spond to criticism. 

PLO sources said Mahmoud 
AW) as and Yasser Abed Rab- 
bo, two of Mr. Arafat’s closest 
aides, boycotted PLO Execu- 
tive Committee emergency ses- 
sions Wednesday. 

The sources, who spoke on 
condition of anonymity, told 
the AP the boycott helped 
deny Mr. Arafat a quorum for 
die meetings he scheduled af- 
ter he came under fire over his 
leadership style and his hand- 
• ling of negotiations with Israel. 

Tbe meetings were to plan a 
new negotiations strategy and 
review preparations for the 
Palestinian takeover in the 
Gaza Scrip and West Bank 
town of Jericho after the 
Israelis begin withdrawals. 

PLO officials were making 
intensive efforts Wednesday to 
try to convince Mr. Abbas and 
Mr. Abed Rabbo to change 
their minds. 

Only six members of the* 
normally 18-meraber Execu- 
tive Committee are in Tunis 
for the emergency sessions. Six 
rerimed to protest the signing 
of the PLO-Israel accord. Two 
other members, Suleiman Nai- 
jab and Mahmoud Ismail, 
announced earlier they would 
boycott tbe sessions. One 
member is in New York for a 
U.N. ceremony and another is 
absent doe to reported illness. 

The boycott by Mr. Najjab 
and Mr. Ismail was expected, 
but the refusal of Mr. Abbas 
and Mr. Abed Rabbo to join 
the sessions underscored the 
deepening rift within the PLO 
leadership. 


. ‘ .Mr. Abbas rimed the peace 
^agreement withlsraeG Foreign 
Minister Shimon Peres in 
Washington on Sept. 13. Mr. 
Abed Rabbo is a longtime 
Arafat associate and leader of 
the new Palestinian Democra- 
tic Party. 

The two men declined to 
take telepfaooe calls Wednes- 
day or answer any questions on 
their boycott. 

PLO sources said Mr. Abbas 
is receiving considerable sup- 
port from Ahmed Qurei’a. 
who is the Fateb Central Com- 
mittee member and bead of the 
PLO Economic Department 
who negotiated the seif-rule 
pact with the Israelis. 

Mr. Abbas and Mr. Qurei’a 
want Mr. Arafat to abandon 
his own direct supervision and 
appoint a committee to over- 
see the self-rule negotiations. 
They also want him to keep 
other PLO leaders informed 
on the proceedings and involve 
them in preparations for self- 
rule. 

Much of the criticism of Mr. 
Arafat within the PLO focuses 
on his visits to nearly a dozen 
European nations in the iasi 
month seeking financial aid at 
a time when the talks on srif- 
rule were foundering. 

PLO officials have com- 
plained that Mr. Arafat has 
devoted most of his time to ■ he 
foreign trips and has refused fc 
delegate any of his authority to 
otheT PLO leaders so Lhcv 
could deal with stalled tail;:, 
and the volatile situation in 'he 
occupied territories. 

One senior PLO official pri- 
vately criticised Mr. Arafat for 
hobnobbing with Western 
European royalty and beads of 
state while the talks are 
badly. 

Mr. Arafat called the 
emergency sessions on the 

(Continued on page 3) 
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UAE celebrates 22 
years of prosperity 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
When seven former British 
colonies in the Gulf merged 
into the United Arab Emi- 
rates (UAE) 22 years ago, 
observers thought it was just 
another experiment to add to 
numerous other short-lived 
Arab mergers. 

But despite setbacks it held 
together, and took further 
steps toward full integration, 
becoming the longest and 
most successful experiment in 
unity in modem Arab his- 
tory. - 

■ However, more work is 
needed to ensure the UAE's 
survival, observers point out. 

'“The UAE is an example 
for other Arabs states seek- 
ing a merger," a Western 
diplomat said. “It has passed 
a lot of test. But it is soil run 
by an interim constitution. It 
■ is not a major problem, but I 
think a permanent constitu- 
tion will make people feel 
.more secure about their fed- 
eration." 

Just a few days after Bri- 
tain ended more than a cen- 
tury of colonialism in the 
Arabian Peninsula, Sheikh 
Zayed Ben Sultan A1 
Nahayan, the ruler of the 
strongest and largest emirate, 
Abu Dhabi, started shuttling 
between the seven sheikh- 
doms to persuade their rulers 
to merge with his emirate. 

His promises of prosperity 
for the poorer emirates play- 
ed a crucial factor in produc- 
ing quick results. 

Almost a year later, five of 
them agreed to the plan, and 
within a few more months the 
.last emirate, Ras At 
Khaimah, joined in. 

Bom in Abu Dhabi around 
1917, Sheikh Zayed was 
elected president of the UAE 



Sheikh Zayed A! Nahayan 

when the federation was 
established on Dec. 2. He is 
.still in office, and has used 
the massive oil wealth of his 
emirate to keep the union 
alive. 

Huge cash flows turned the 
poor oasis villages into mod- 
em and prosperous cities and 
made their per capita income 
one of the highest in the 
world. 

From less than $1 billion in 
1971, the gross domestic pro- 
duct (GDP) of Ras A1 
Khaimah, Sharjah, Aiman, 
Fujeirah and Umm Al Qu- 
wam leapt to more than $10 
billion in 1992, even though 
they have no oil. 

The funds are channelled 
through the federal budget, 
which is financed 80 per cent 
by Abu Dhabi. 

The rest is provided by the 
seventh emirate, Dubai, 
another oil producer which 
played a key role in creating 
the federation. 

According to official re- 
ports, more than S107 billion 
have been invested in de- 
velopment projects since the 
merger, pushing the total 
GDP of the UAE up to S33 


billion in 1992. from less than 
$5 billion dollars in 1971. 

“The UAE has many fac- 
tors that help it to survive, 
unlike our previous unity ex- 
periences," an Arab diplo- 
mat said. 

"The most important thing 
is that the people are con- 
vinced of its feasibility,” . he 
said. "Geographical proxim- 
ity, religion, language and 
the similar beduin traditions 
are also important." 

Like other Arab mergers, 
the UAE has faced several 
crises. However, it has man- 
aged to pull through. 

The most serious problem 
came in 1987, when the ruler 
of Shariah, Sheikh Sultan 
Ben Mohammad Al Qassixui, 
was briefly ousted by his 
younger brother, Abdul 
Aziz. 

Sheikh Sultan, backed by 
Dubai, warned that the fed- 
eration would break up un- 
less he returned to power. 

A series of meetings be- 
tween the seven rulers ended 
in an agreement to bring him 
back and appoint bis brother 
crown prince. 

Diplomats believe the 
UAE union was strengthened 
by hn island dispute between 
Iran and the emirates of 
Sharjah and' Ras Al 
Khaimah. 

When it erupted again last 
year, Abu Dhabi told Iran 
the dispute was no longer 
with those emirates, but with 
the whole UAE. 

The streets of the UAE 
were bathed in light this 
week, and more than one 
milli on flags were hoisted to 
mark the anniversary of the 
merger, which will be 
crowned by a military parade 
by the sea. 


Residents of ‘security zone 9 look 
for peace to clear their names 


By Hal a Boncompagni 
Agence France Presse 
KHIAM, Lebanon — Mus-* 
liras and Christians inside 
Israel's self-declared 
“security zone” in South 
Lebanon hope peace in the 
Middle East will absolve 
them of charges that they 
collaborated with the Jew- 
ish state. 

Trapped between Israeli 
lines and the anti-Israeli re- 
sistance, the zone’s 170,000 
inhabitants live in a bunker- 
like atmosphere virtually 
cut off from the rest of 
Lebanon, with little or no 
assistance from the central 
government. 

Around 2,000 of them, 
mostly Christians, cross into 
northern Israel daily to 
work as labourers, in res- 
taurants and hotels or fac- 
tories, earning a minimum, 
monthly wage of $300. 

But few dare leave the 
zone for other parts of 
Lebanon for fear of repris- 
als. A resident was mur- 
dered Friday by gunmen 
when he vfsited relatives 
north of the zone. 

“I hardly ever go north 
because I don't want any- 
one to point an accusing 
finger at me.” said a young 
girt wh.> works in a socks 
, factory in Israel. 

‘The giri declined to be 
n.rneti. as did most resi- 
dents interviewed in the 
. ."security zone" who believe 
they are wrongly accused of 
collaborating with Israel. 
;‘‘What other choice do we 
: Jiave? We must earn a living 


somewhere,” she said. 

On Saturday Lebanese 
judicial authorities reported 
that a former Christian mili- 
tia chief, Etienne Sacre, 
was tried in absentia for 
alleged collaboration. 

Mr. Sacre told AFP he 
was proud of his relations 
with Israel. 

“We should seen as 
heroes,” insisted Riad 
Abdullah, a senior security 
official and Muslim Shiite 
leader in the hill-top town 
of Khiam on the border 
with Israel. 

“For a long time we have 
been considered agents of 
Israel. But the truth is we 
kept the land and the peo- 
ple in their homes despite 
the occupation,” he said. 

Antoine Lahd, a retired 
Lebanese army general and 
head of the Israeli-backed 
South Lebanon Army 
(SLA), said he expected 
that a solution "to preserve 
the dignity of the SLA and 
those working with Israel” 
would be found as part of a 
Lebanese-Israeli peace 
treaty. 

“Accusations of col- 
laboration will lose their 
meaning in time of peace,” 
Gen. Lahd insisted. 

Greek Catholic Monsig- 
nor Antoine Hayek said 
President Elias Hrawi had 
promised him the Lebanese 
army would deploy “with 
an iron fist” when peace is 
achieved to protect the 
people. 

“There will be accounts 
to be settled but that’s a 


natural result of wars,” the 
cleric acknowledged. 

Israel has occupied parts 
of South Lebanon since 
1976 but it has kept a 
perinenent presence in the 
850-square-kilometre zone 
since 1985, which it controls 
along with the 3,000-strong 
SLA force. 

Mr. Abdullah criticised 
the anti-Israeli resistance," 
particularly the Iranian-fi- 
nanced Shiite Hizbollah 
movement. “They are mak- 
ing southerners pay bills we 
shouldn't be paying” by 
launching attacks on Israel. 

These attacks are an “in- 
direct way of telling the 
Israelis: ‘you’re welcome to 
stay in the zone’,” he 
added. 

The Shiite community is 
particularly caught in the 
dilemma, Mr. Abdullah 
said. “On the one hand, the 
Shiites are at the forefront 
of the anti-Israeli attacks 
and on the other hand they 
are paying the price with 
their blood.” 

“We should not be made 
to account for being resi- 
dents here (security zone).” 

Mr. Abdullah slammed 
the authorities for praising 
Hizbollah 's determination 
to fight Israel and for ignor- 
ing the plight of the people 
living under Israeli occupa- 
tion. 

"Here in Khiam we have 
a police station and a 
Lebanese flag flying on top 
of the building. The govera- 
menfs presence stops 
here,” he said. 



STRIKE: Palestinian girls pass burning tyres 
and road blocks on their way to school in Gaza 
City in the occupied Gaza Strip as a Palestinian 
protest strike continued for the third day 


Wednesday against the killing and capture of 
Palestinian activists by Israeli security forces 
lAFF photo) 


Gore announces economic 
initiative for Gaza and Jericho 


WASHINGTON (USrA) — 
Vice President Albert Gore 
called a news conference Tues- 
day to announce the creation 
of “Builders for Peace." a non- 
government initiative aimed at 
stimulating private sector in- 
vestment in the West Bank and 
Gaza. 

.“By bringing the benefits of 
improved relations directly 
into the lives of the people 
affected by it, the success of 
this effort will help strengthen 
the overall peace process and 
contribute to one of the top 
U.S. foreign policy objec- 
tives." Mr. Gore said. 

“Builders for Peace” has 
been established as a non-pro- 
fit organisation to develop pri- 
vate sector investment in the 
Middle East, with a special 
emphasis on the Gaza and 
Jericho regions. 

Its co-presidents will be Jew- 
Ish-American Mel Levine, a 
former California congressman 
presently in private law prac- 
tice, and Arab-American 
James Zogby, who heads the 
Arab-American Institute in 
Washington. 

Mr. Gore said that during a 
dinner meeting with "Builders 
for Peace" members Nov. 29, 
they discussed “a whole range 
of investment opportunities” 
and “the things that we in the 
administration can do to help 
this initiative and improve its 
chances for success.” 


He said that the administra- 
tion would facilitate, and “re- 
move obstacles as they are 
encountered. . . encourage 
them as enthusiastically as we 
can, and. ..do everything 
possible to improve the odds of 
their success." 

Asked about problems in the 
peace process, Mr. Gore said it 
was worth remembering that 
“for all of its historic signifi- 
cance. and for all of its excite- 
ment and enthusiasm, hope 
and energy, the event on Sept. 
13 really"began the process by 
which the details of the trans- 
fer would take place, and the 
fact that difficulties have arisen 
on both sides is not at all 
surprising.” 

Mr. Mel Levine said the 
support “Builders for Peace” 
received from the administra- 
tion has been "absolutely 
essential in terms of providing 
us with the type of encourage- 
ment we need to get the very, 
very solid, credible, respected 
people involved in this effort, 
and to ensure that they will 
devote the type of time that we 
believe is necessary to make 
sure that we do everything that 
we can, through the private 
sector, to make the peacei 
process work.” 

He noted that the group was 
briefed by the Department of 
State, the U.S. Agency for 
International Development. 
Treasury Secretary Lloyd 


Land prices soar in ‘security zone’ 


NAQOURA, Lebanon (AFP) 
— Land prices have skyrock- 
eted in this Lebanese town 
near the Israeli border, where 
the local residents are looking . 
forward to a tourist boom 
when peace breaks out and 
Thai and Filipina dancing girls 
are already a star attraction. 

At the moment the only 
"tourists” around are members 
of the 5,200-srrong United Na- 
tions Interim Force In Leba- 
non (UNIFIL). who set up 
their headquarters in Naqoura 
after the first Israeli invasion of 
south Lebanon in 1978. 

Visitors to the town, which 
lies in Israel's self-declared 
“security zone” also include 
200 U.N. field officers based 
across the border in Nahariya. 

Optimism for a prosperous 
future reigns at the “Moulin 
Rouge Super Nightclub,” a 
cabaret which opened its doors 
six months ago with a Roma- 
nian floorshow. and now fea- 
tures Thai and Filipina artistes. 

Restaurants serving interna- 
tional cuisine and shops selling 
electronic gadgets, clothing 
and gifts of all kinds have 
proliferated near the UNIFIL 
base, which commands access 
to the Mediterranean Sea. 

"There will be peace bur it 
will take time, maybe two or 
three vears. When it comes 
we'll be ready," said Mr. 
Yousef Yousef, a 30-year-old 


Shiite employed as an accoun- 
tant at UNIFIL headquarters. 

His family dreams of build- 
ing a hotel and a restaurant on 
2,000 square metres of land 
they own on the Mediterra- 
nean coast. Now they run a 
restaurant which they lease. 

“In the past six months there 
has been a rush of people 
asking about buying land 
here,” Mr. Yousef said. 

A prospective client who de- 
clined to be named said prices 
leapt from $50 per square 
metre last year to nearly $500 
along the criast and could still 
rise.” 

Most of the prime land was 
snatched up in the 1960s and 
early 1970s by wealthy 
Lebanese businessmen Henri 
Sfeir. a former presidential 
candidate, and Garo Shakar- 
jian, an Armenian, informed 
sources said. 

About 10 per cent of the 
establishments are owned by 
Naqoura's Shiite Muslim com- 
munity. The rest are managed 
by Christians displaced from 
their homes during Lebanon's 
1975-1990 civil war. 

“When UNIFIL arrived 
there were around 10 shops 
and restaurants here to cater 
for their needs, but now there 
are around 200 establish- 
ments," said Mr. Yousef. 

His sister Hoda Yousef, who 
runs the family restaurant, 
complained that business was 


slow as a result of Israeli con- 
straints and because U.N. 
peacekeepers were spending 
less. 

i“The field officers based in 
Nahariya used to come here 
for their shopping, but over the 
past year Israel nas been res- 
tricting the amount of things 
they can buy." Ms. Yousef 
explained. 

The general austerity mea- 
sures affecting the United Na- 
tions and the international eco- 
nomic recession have also 
taken their toll on business 
here, he said. 

UNIFIL soldiers have been 
travelling to other parts of 
Lebanon over the past five 
months, since the deployment - 
of Lebanese army troops north 
of the “security zone.” 

But the Yousefc are not 
r^ady to give up. “We were 
born here and we will continue 
to live here. We're bound to 
■win,” Mr. Yousef said. 

Tufic Gaby, a former militia- 
man who trained in Israel, runs 
the “Moulin Rouge” with per- 
mission frQm the South Leba- 
non Army (SLA) militia, 
which controls the "security 
zone" along with Israeli 
troops. 

"There's no monkey busi- 
ness here. We're safe and re- 
laxed,” said Pinky, a Filipina 
whoa few months ago earned a 
living as a housemaid in 
Beirut. 


Kuwaiti seeks extradition 
agreement in graft probe 


that will move the peace pro- 
cess forward by our example.” 
Jobs, opportunity and nope 


will all be created by the new, 
private enterprise initiative, 
Mr. Zogby said. He pointed 
out that when Arab-American 
and Jewish- American entrep- 
reneurs work together, 
“you’ve got energy, and you've 
got ideas, and you've got peo- 
ple who really want to make 
something happen." 

He hailed what he called the 
“historic commitment from 
this administration to make 
this peace process work, and iO 
support the private sector in 
playing its role — a unique 
American private sector role 
— in the Middle East.” 


Bentsen. the Overseas Private 
Investment Corporation, and 
by a number of other govern- 
ment agencies which “can be 
helpful In assisting private sec- 
tor investment, and private 
sector investors to realise that 
they can minimise their risk 
and maximise their potential” 
while investing in the peace 
process. 

< James Zogby hailed the con- 
itinuation of the spirit of the 
•signing of the historic recogni- 
tion accord September 13, 
saying that “there is no ques- 
tion that a new paradime is 
being established, and that 
“Arab-Americans and the 
American Jews will invest in 
each other, will work together 
to build new relationships... 


KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait is 
seeking an extradition treaty 
with Britain to help investiga- 
tions into suspected graft in the 
emirate's state investment, 
according to a government re- 
port published 'Tuesday;. 

A Kuwaiti ministry had “stu- 
died the possibility of signing a 
pact with the United Kingdom 
to hand over criminals." said 
the official report, published 
by Al Watan newspaper. 

TTie report, submitted to 
.parliament this week, detailed 
measures taken to protect pub- 
lic funds from corruption and 
mismanagement. 

It was requested by the 
opposition-dominated assem- 
bly earlier this year amid up- 
roar over allegations of large 
fraud or negligence in the man- 
agement or the emirate's over- 
seas assets, once estimated to 
be worth up to 5100 billion. 

“The ministry contacted spe- 
cialised authorities in the un- 
ited Kingdom to know its opin- 
ion about signing the pact," 
the newspaper quoted the re- 
port as saying. 

“After many communica- 
tions between the two parties 
the ministry expressed its 
readiness to receive a delega- 
tion from the U.K. dunng 
November 1993 to discuss sign- 
ing the pact. The ministry did 
not receive any reply in this 
regard up to now.' 

Kuwait's overseas assets 
have shrunk by more than half 
from their pre-Gulf war levels 
to a level estimated bv some at 
,$40 billion. The fafl is due 
.largely to payment of war ex- 
•penses. 

But the parliament says at 
least some of the fall was due 
to abuse and mismanagement, 
much of it allegedly by mana- 
gers who have left the institu- 
tion over the past three ye^s. 

Investigators are studying 
alleged misconduct in the 
handling of assets in Spain. 
Canada, the United States. 
Britain, France and Portugal. 

The longer the probe takes, 
the greater the chance of a 
coverup as a result of mafia- 
style pressure, a member of 
parliament said on Tuesday. 

“In the public prosecutor, I 
have full faith," said Abdullah 
Al Nibari, a member of the 
opposition liberal Democratic 


Kuwait Democratic Forum. 

-Nevertheless I have to ex- 
press some doubts. I ermstofad 
legal advice that the time 
clement is very important." 

“The longer the investiga. 
cion wkes. the more chance 
iherc is <if pmsurc, of Wj 
gangs arranging things like the 
mafia in Italy wwild, which 
might extend to pressure that 
would curve the course of the 
investigations and maybe to 

assassination*.” 

Officials have spent more 
than a year investigating 
charges of wrongdoing by the 
former managers of stale-own- 
ed institutions .including 
Kuwait Investment Authority's 
(KIA) London-based Kuwait 
Investment Office (KiO) aod 
the Kuwait Oil Tanker Com- 
pany (KOTC). 

Justice Minister Mishari Al 
Anjari, replying to Mr. Nibari, 
said graft allegations were 
being investigated thoroughly 
by the public prosecutor, the 
state audit bureau and the 
KIA. 

“! don’t think the public 
prosecution will be involved in 
games." Mr. Anjari said. 
“Another possibility is that 
such matters are not referred 
to the public prosecutor, and 
there lies real danger. But I 
assure the assembly that will 
not happen." 

The government says it re- 
ferred the allegations about 
former KlO officials to the 
public prosecutor on October 
56, 1992. 

In a separate case, the for- 
mer chairman of KOTC, Has- 
san Qabazard. has been in 
custody in Kuwait since Janu- 
ary 1993 for questioning over 
suspected fraud in the state- 
owned company.- 

Finance Minister Nasser Ai 
Rodhan told parliament in 
June he had asked Kuwait's 
public prosecutor to take steps 
to secure the return to Kuwait 
of three former officials in con- 
nection with alleged miscon- 
duct in handling investments in 
the 1980s. 

The three, Fahd Mohammad 
Al Sabah, Fouad Jaafar and 
Sheikh Khaled Nasser, have 
repeatedly denied any wrong- 
doing. Some or all of the three 
are believed currently based in 
Britain. . 


Clinton met with Rushdie to 
reaffirm ‘freedom of speech’ 


WASHINGTON (USIA) — 
President Bill Clinton says he 
met recently with author Sal- 
man Rushdie to reaffirm the 
right of tree speech, even for 
those expressing unpopular 
views. 

"I did it." Mr. Clinton said 
Tuesday of the meeting, “to 
make the point that in our 
country — in countries who 
respect the freedom of speech 
— freedom of speech includes 


who write things we do not 
agree with.” 

The meeting did not mean 
“that I agree with the attacks 
on Islam in the book that Mr. 
Rushdie wrote," the president 
said, but, rather, that authors 
should not have their lives or 
their rights threatened because 
of their writings. 

The president said he has: 
been studying the culture and 
history of Islam for more than 
20 years to sain an apprecia- 
tion of beliefs held by millions 
of people. 

"I respect the religion and I 
respect the culture enormous- 
ly,” the president said. “I 
mean no disrespect to the peo- 
ple who have that religious 
faith, but I do think it’s impor- 
tant that here in the United 
States we reaffirm" the need to 
"protect the physical well- 
being and the right to speak of 
those with whom we may in- 
tensely disagree.” 


The president said he under- 
stands that "our view... of free 
speech is different from that 
held by many Muslims 
throughout the world, includ- 
ing many who are our friends. I 
understand that." 

Mr. Clinton acknowledged 
disputes among his advisers on 
the advisability* of meeting with 
Mr. Rushdie, who is under 
sentence of death pronounced 
bv the late Ayatollah 
Khomeini of Iran. Rushdie was 
accused of blasphemy in his 
novel, “The Satanic Verses." 

Mr. Rushdie had come to 
the White House to meet with 
Anthony Lake, Mr. Clinton’s 
national security adviser, and 
the president said he dropped 
by “to see him and shake 
hands with him and visit prob- 
ably for a couple of minutes." 

The First Amendment to the 
U.S. Constitution guarantees 
Americans the right to worship 
according to their individual 
beliefs, and the right to speak 
•out on a broad array of mat- 
ters. including criticism of gov- 
ernment or of an organised 
religion. 

The amendment, part of the 
Bill of Rights, states that. 
“Congress shall make no law 
respecting an establishment of 
religion, or prohibiting the free 
exercise thereof; or abridging 
the freedom of speech, or of 
the press; or the right of the 
people peaceably to assemble, 
and to petition the government 
for a redress of grievances." 
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Profiles of six new ministers 




Fawaz Abul Ghanam — 
Minister of State 
Bora in Madaba io 1933, 
Mr. Abul Ghanam holds a 
degree in law from Baghdad 
University 1956 and a docto- 
rate in law from Leipzig Uni- 
versity of Germany 19fS. 

He served as consultant at 
the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, secretary general “of 
the Ministry of Information 
(1967-1970), director general 
of the Tourism Authority, gov- 
ernor of Maan and Karak, 
charge d’affaires at the Jorda- 
nian embassy in Baghdad. 
Damascus and Algeria, 
Ambassador to Egypt, Moroc- 
co and Greece, secretary- 
general at the Ministry of In- 
formation and adviser at the 
Prime Ministry office 1985 and 
turning to practising law. 





Adeeb Hainan — PtihiLS A 

Transport 

Mr. Halsa born in iv?C in 
Karak. He received !:is 
elementary and secondary 
education from the Bishop’s 
School and he obtained degree 
in law from Cairo University in 
1956 and a master degree in 
law in 1970. He served ns a 
judge in 1957 until cow and 
was a member in tte oai rfcof 
cassation. - 

Experts h 
for ozone 


JLxJPJL 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Un- 
ited Nations Economic and So- 
cial Commission for Western 
Asia (ESCWA) opened a two- 
day meeting in Amman 
Wednesday by calling oo the 
countries of the Western Asia 
region to cooperate with U.N. 
agencies in order to curb the 
use of materials that emit gases 
considered harmful to“ the 
ozone layer. 

Industries have been em- 
ploying materials, especially in 
refrigeration and air condition- 
ing processes, that tend to 
cause further depiction of the 
ozone layer and contribute to 
global warming, said HSC’vVA 
Executive Secretary Sabah 
Bakjaji at the opening of the 
meeting held at Philadelphia 
Hotel in Amman. 

Several U.N. agencies are 
currently allocating funds and 
providing technical expertise 
to help Third World countries 
utilise substitutes icr thes; 
hazardous materials, and re- 
gional cooperation in fii:? are- 
na would sen e tc complement 
the U.N. efforts, said Dr. 3a!:- 

jajj- . . 

The meeting convening in 
Amman today (Thursday) 
would lay the 'foundation for 
regional cooperation aimed at 
protecting the earth's atmos- 
phere and the human race and 
could pave the ground for a 
second stage which is drawing 
an integrated working plan for 
die employment of “clean csi 
safe substances" in piece oJ 
harmful ones. Dr. Bakjaji 
maintained. 

For its part, he said. 


A=s: r. ±:.'-r:F- 

....... 


Minister of 


vrc*ut " is horn in 
if-e, r.s irids c degree in 
his&ry rc.n Ain Shams Uni- 
cs o".L\ e i a ;T.T- L, rnafCers in 
history frc~. George town Uni- 
vetsky and o. doc iorate ic his- 
tory in 2972. 

He worked for the Universi- 
ty of Kuwait and inter became 
president of the.. Jordan Uni- 
varsilv for ’./enter: in '991 




ESCWA pirns to cooperate 
with other U.N. agencies and 
with various countries in 1994 
to deal with this problem. 

The meeting was opened by 
Minister of Municipal _and Ru- 
ral Affairs cad the environ- 
ment Mo heir, mad :vi;ihdi 
Ferfian ■•ho said that Jordan 
conti:. ::e? ic cooperate dcsely 
wills international organisa- 
tions towards the implementa- 
tion of the Montreal Protocol 
and other U.N. programmes to 
curtail -be use of czone-depiet- 
ing materials. 

rhe • .'id:: r.!?.r. National 
Strategy on the Environment. 

year, provides 
ic: i eductor in the use oT 

such materials, and & special 
unit has bc:n set up p.t the 
Pep:.:-.r-:.:;:. of the Envi-.or,- 
iTterst la die this caster, 

s?.;.! •!:? rTr.-lcr. 

the Un iv. w .! I'p.ticns Envircr- 

?:.■ L: r : ’ r. v'orxshop ict 
the /.hJr'h Ecs: c cun tries in 
Arm..-- - month to follow 

up or. iirpiemccittion of 
tfir Mo lit: :il Protocol of 19S7. 
in wiLfch iii'.ions agreed on 
several r:e:Aurss to w eliminatc 
the use of : : Tc:riical? harmful to 
the ozni-j by Lee end of the 
century. 

Aii inierniiiond conference 
held In Trail" r-d ia November, 
said tiie minister, allocated 
S5IL' m::!i».r. for a special fund 
to iic.'p .\ran.ries reduce their 
depend? cce on ozone-des- 
tucllng materials between 
1994 arc !Vvr. 

Jordm was ;imon" the coun- 


(Contmued from page 1) 

heels ot his just-ended Nordic 
tour that took him to Norway, 
Sweden. Finland and De- 
nmark. He plans visits nc::i 
month to Britain, Ireland gTku 
the Netherlands. 

An eighth round of talks in 
Cairo on Palestinian self-rule 
in the Gaza Strip and Jericiic 
ended on Tuesday with no 
reported progress on the ex- 
tent of the promised Israeli 
withdrawal from these zones. 

But chief PLO negotiator 
Nabil Shaath said an Israeli 
commitment to a timetable to 
release 10.000 Palestinian pris- 
oners “had some positive - 
ness.” 

The PLO insists an agree- 
ment on Israeli withdrawal end 
release of prisoners should be 
readied by the Dec. 13 dead- 
line. Mr. Rabin said in Rome 
implementation ~f z::c~z 


could tc delayed “a week cir 
so." 

Mr. -*r and Mr. Rabin's 
envoy. Julies Ncrinh. discus- 
sed iiio dif srences between 
the iv.c side:- in Tunis Tuesday. 

Mr. .-Jin id Tibi, a political . 
ad'riscr t: Arafat, is due to By 
to occupied Jerusalem op 
Thursday to continue the dia- 
logue. 

In the israel-PLO talks io 
Egypt, Puk'ftrnian-Israeli sub- 
committees on security and 
transfer of civil authority en- 
ded meetings only a day after 
opening Monday in Cairo and 
Arisii nevr the isracii border. 

Earlier icr.irts said the bvo- 
•iirvs : ry .. . ■ -;d 1 ;• conti t; u« 
•*". !: Thursday. The 
sc'. : J ;.: . ifiefi Dr. Shaath 
refused to characterise as a 
breakdown, suggests that other 
nc ?r ti:f' rnlirht be ncccs- 



Crown 

Prince 


Jordan tells Israel not to expect joint 
projects before 6 bask issues 9 resolvec 


! work of 


Add irehcKI — Minister of 
Siafe 

- A?r. 7 r:h?id was br.vii In 
the T/?i : . Bark in 195‘J a-ad 
studied : r Jv;i>h schools, re- 
ceived c ..I'.'iree in law from 
Cairo UrA y :;i :97S, prac- 
tised inv. ie' akcia time and 
diem became head of the De- 
partmeal of Palestinian Affairs 
m the F-:.i ?:gn Ministry in Au- 
gust 1991. 31 o is member of the 
Jcrdaui-n Ojiimiiuee for the 
Resio-Oslo?: of ‘.be Al Aqss 
Mcscue ;-: J the Dome of the 


Dr. Rinia Khalaf — .Vibif(?r -:>f | 
Industry and T ' t -■ ; 

Mrs. Kiiala- -■> ■••.•n la . 
Kuvvni. in !P52 v : '«;• J ! 

her school e i.. /i' . : ro- ■ 

man before gG. .g . :■ ( 

Scan Univer-iiLV :: Belr;:. : 
where she e.i in : 

with a de?jc- I;: ar.ie.,. I 

She went “to • ihuuJ St;: iv | 
University j.i J.i. .. : ;cre 
she obtwlre:: : •. ocgicc ] 
and a doct « ^ sic ; 

ence ec^'L-.T::.- •• '.9v»-». ; 

Betv.ee:' 199D. she \ 

worked f:r Lhs .'.limsir- j 
Planning aao bev.-een l r P ; j | 
and 1993 >rs f ir ed as he :-J of } 
the Jordan Experts De\:.*iap- . 
merit lth 1 Corariicricai Cor- j 
porarion, uri J i a ter bectmis | 
• direc tor ge r s.vl ci t Lc .Asnn ?an I 
Invcstnie.". Co* porn lion, a j 
public-share hi 'cv.«;_. -;r''-ranv . | 


AMMAN fJ.T.'i — Jlis Royal ^ 
Highness Ci»»wn Piinec Has- j 
san \Veiiiiesd«>v paid tribute l«» 
the Grenier Amman iWumci- j 
jvJilj ior u 1 e.‘fo:w in inipro- \ 
vine services in the Amman • 
::re.i ii- ct: t en- i 

•Leuo.'Ui’s v.' stem ■.ic.iciiihL'u- j 
.ion along cue cusicrn j 
periphen 01 uie . I 

it is hoped :hat me so -tailed j 
e:ecn l-.-iL wliick llie r.iunici- ( 
: is curre:id> >eiiiug up j 

•rienu tiv. c-asleiH fringes of > 
• ti'ihian would t j: dov.r on ! 


jyy P.V. Vivekanand 

Jo*li:ui T:'/>cn Si...! Zq.cri?: 

AMMAN — J> ■(>].' -ii;:n aiid 
■ Israeli olTic:.; Is Tt:'.-da\ ditcas- 
| sed bmkimi and trade 
J hui no detinue acifemonf v.;*% 
j expected '.luring d.e ineeline* 
j v iiic'n were io eno V. v dpes-Jay . 

vri.'icial sources sjm. 

; Oui'iig ibe Mftiing. the 

| scrond season c! the Jorda 
| »s!::r meric? n-lM’.'f'i coono- 

i ni ; e v.oiltiiig gnre.p v ct up ic; 
5 October, bn i T»-ide iic!e3 r 
•: ■ : i t : no ;■? -o j* r 'jects can 
[ materialise b-rioii* .•■.greerteni 
j h 'cached on the hnAc is-.iK-s." 
j * rod n senior ‘dticiai ir 
I Amman. 

i The basie s;iid Pi:; 

j OiliCi.lt U i'.w it’d s-.o: !'. J 

- ideiliiik d. ;;iL Jord.ir- leiMti'- 
( ri.il and write ■■ riv'-i • and -he 


’ vivm,! 1 ( group, considered *’>uch 

j ‘'El 1 - 01 :, . .. ......... potenti.il proiecls ?.s a Med- 

ur. Aocadi tulu He jurdun R ed .Dcad canal and ioi ’t dt- 

S“ f «* HB» 

! The" project siaited two nv of organism s a -large co n- 

I weeks ago and the municipuliiv __ „ 

I clans ip plant :rce> on r'T'l 11 I-c < 

j dunums of slate and municipal JL X XJLXv\*'iJ70 

land, utilising the v. ate r-sp.v mg ^ 

drip irrigation system 10 ensure 1 'jT\ f } A |-{ , 

•:.>u« imied erov/th. said Dr. J! ».A |»^X 

Abbadi. “ i 

During Arho: ceiebia- AMMAN (J T. > — Her 

tions. said Dr. AbSadi. trees Royal Highness Princess Bas- 

ill he planted on 1 . 20ft ma Tuesday met with repre- 

■ dunams a fit’i :tcp {■: ’.lie sentatives of Brirish aon gov- 






fercuce bringing teget'iei 
bi s^nefT-'cn seeking to imest 
<r- lira.! ai/l Joru.m.” 

Planning .Minis! ry Un.der- 
Sc-licuu; ikih.an Tcuqan and 
•Vcari.al Bank o- iotdan (CBJ) 
3 .mh;. G". cri 1 or Michel Mar- 
i'.’ aitemie? (he meeting, which 
v. - j> ctiiiicd bi Dennis Ross, 
t-:_ i.LS. dial*. Depariineni’s 
J o: Tin :■ or »*:• »rie Middle 
r ii>.. 

"Si^rii officials ;il Lending the 
ri.cludci! u.u Foieign 
IV ! ■ : if- ti S sere tar y-Gene r iJ . 

•_ :i SfcV'r. head of tilt' !.-racli 
tie! , ja-ion to bilateral talks 
-■i’ Eliy»Liin RuciiiStcin. 

ri.iunec Ministry Advisor 
Ekud i'll san and Vicc-P-res- 
ii'.-n’ :■( the Bank o? Israel 
/lee. .’.hclss. Y»J‘o is described 
as the “point man" in the 
di cessions on banking aflairs. 

L'.S. Slate Department De- 
ne tv • pokeswomc.'i .Christine 
rictlv loid leportcis Tuesday 
ihai tile working group's meet- 
ing v.n> .lcs:gned to ■’i.uiUI on 
ih’c concept nf lace-lo-face 
negotciions estabhahed in 
Madriv," where the Middle 
East r”»ce process wnj Inur- 
cbed n October 

“They deal with the ccom>- 
i’eie issccb which directly affect 
the qualify ol life the peo- 
ples oi the region.’' stud Ms. 
Sw!l\ . who did not provide 


details of the discussions. 

The Jordanian official said 
the focus of the talks was on 
“bonking and trade issues" — 
hanking affairs of the auton- 
omous Palestinian territory en- 
visaged under the Sept. 13 
accord between Israel and the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) and the flow of 
goods from Jordan and Israel 
Into rhe territory. 

A broad agreement on the 
banking sector — where Jor- 
dan will supervise commercial 
Kinking and currency affairs of 
tiic Palestinians during the 
autonomy period — is in the 
final stages and its formal en- 
dorsement could come after 
the PLO endorses an economic 
agreement with Jordan, officials 
said. 

"Israel’s quest to continue to 
retain overall control of fore- 
ign exchange entering and 
leaving the occupied territories 
in (lie guise of ‘international 
banking practices' is among the 
major points that need to <be 
worked 1 H 11 ." said a diplomatic 
source. 

For technical purposes. 
Israel is maintaining the same 
stand in public. According to 
Yo 2 h Lehman, spokesman for 
lI'L' Bank of Israel, ceilings on 
transfer of funds from Jorda- 
nian commercial banks ex- 


pected to Teopen in the occu- 
pied territories are issues/.itha; 
must be regarded in terrqs or 
international standards regard- 
ing these activities." 

“All these aspects are.- the 
aspects that are needed t>> be 
arranged. It would be thesume 
as if an Israeli bank wanted to 
open a branch in the 
Mr. Lehman said recentiy- 

But such an “Internationa 
approach," is not visibly it 
Israel's stand vis-a-vis the.fIou 
of goods to the Palestiniar 
market, officials said. -I- 

They said Israel had :.no: 
shown any sign of relenting on 
its quest to maintain 1 J.he 
Palestinian territory as: 1 its 
monopoly market and wasput- 
ting up. as one official put it. 
“all kinds of obstacles" tcvfree 
trade between Jordan und'the 
Palestinians. ■-.* 

“This is not acceptable to 
us." said a Jordanian nego- 
tiator familiar with the Israeli 
position. ‘Trade between- Jor- 
dan and the Palestinians 
should be no business 0^4he 
Israelis." 

“If they (Israelis) want to 
prevent the entry of Jordahian 
goods into their mrfrfce: 
through the Palestinians .Then 
it is their responsibility to take 
measures on thuir side dft'-hc 
border," added Hie negotiafor. 


2“£p Princess Basina introduces British NGOs 
KSi! io OAF projects, programmes on London visit 


Abdul RaiiZfi*} -- 

IsHiuster c c " jiri' . t. t j j: ^r. ' 
L.-nsaig 

Di. Enso; f '■ 15 i:-?i n Sail 
in 1943 and be- received de- J 
gree in mecicii; . o;r. ':v.n | 
Shams Uaivei«:Ly iu Cairo ii» j 
1969. He was slewed ay F± | 


Prince uai'.l ’hat i!*i- :. o e. ; 

! e k-Uf.'JvJ r r Ar‘ r D:.y 
ne*:i mosril;. would iuriher 
co:.-.r*bul-j in tii* beauditca’inn 
of the etitiie area and the 
protection of t!ie eiiviio.tnient. 

Before starting i!;e tou*. the 
Crn.vn Prince visited the :nuni- 


noRoiarj n?cmne. v- me 
Queen .Alia Fund io: ikicial 
Dridopmei:. iOAF ' 1 ?•.».- oJ 
of t: us Lees’, and the chair- 
manship ul trie Wci.- 
onrable Laid Er.nals, the 


Zrne in j praeciion of t!«e ecviio. :muat. meeting was p.uicf a semuiar 

Shams UnivSVic iu Cairo 'S> , B ‘ r ° r 5 l * Uf - lhc emitted "pwpA- pv* lici^atir.u 

iQ6Q Hf- w-< -d n.- •■'••i* ■ t-Ti.vn mew viwteu the mum- in de.v.rijprr.e tur e .re-’i- 

luavoi ' for ’ikrle Vvj^ V' u? dieted by Dr. ence of.lbeC Mrttf Mn Fund. 

' t^rins ' - -' T-Alibadi.on mture plans tordte -- iordunr.'- - • — - - 

^ • l ~ . i 1 Greater area. . : ~zz 


About 50 representatives 
from British and Internation- 
al Organisations attended the 
which was ccccrapa- 
liied by a small esuibitioc of 
pre ducts ftc-.- QA.Cs pro- 
;ects. 

Fcllowii.E ab introductory 
spued! by the Duchess. Prin- 
cess Bey ini infoim?:: the au- 
•Tc-i'.v ar: ui CAc : sv:-pc of 
a:id their impact on 
J erratic:: srese! '.'eveiop- 
aiec.t. 

A ptuici of QAi- board 
nierniicrv and staff gave addi- 
iw fioii.il iu-jidii. h ie the role of 
iv .^Q^^iTordah.' the^pieda- 
NiViiunai Committee for 


Tv' omen and a slide show on 
QAF~ s projects and program- 
mes that help people to help 
themselves, 

A lively question and 
answer session followed, 
touching on early childhood 
education, population, train- 
ing. women’s status, and a 
variety of other issues which 
OAF is addressing. 

Several organisations also 
showed an interest in QAFs 
fiawadi line of rugs and 
health products as well as 
Qwara ceramics. 

Several meetings resulted 
horn tips seminar to establish 
more cooperation, exchange 


information and network;be- 
tween QAF and the British 
organisations. 

Princess Basma was inter- 
viewed by *93 BBC World 
Service’ on QAFs develop- 
ment work. - r 

After the seminar, “Prin- 
cess Basma met with Bare- 
ness Chalker , British Minister 
for Overseas Development. 

The Duchess of Kent, z 
long-time supporter of QAr 
activities, will host a fofiewy- 
up meeting early next ytir. 

The seminar was arranged 
and coordinated by Wori da- 
ware, a major British non- 
governmental oiganisatioj. 




Dr. Abbadi said s»peci:i! 
aieas hu«.e been assign aii h»r 


emme.wt tc purchase j Minister calls for strategic 


tries to Sign : ;■? -our et! ?r.?- ■ iis-; munivipt-iilv has lo;:g-iii;n 
tocolnps sl: . : •* ■ j Ic criMire rh:-:: rite oulh- 

as well ss <.nc stil: sequent . -.'a^i und western regions inaiu- 
eg re e merit? v.t.iv.cd :■> the j u-.in u rural character. a:sd the 
protocol, ?xueu 15:. Farhcr.. , Jndustria! rone will b_- eoncen- 
According riif irirdswr. a ; i rated it: the ea-le/n regions. 
F«TOycOTd::cieJont.:‘.*irdu:- ; Dr. Abbadi ;iccor.:p>.nied 
tries using ^z:i“c-ce.::efina j the Crown Prince to the Uni- 
materials *i«: ed thar Jordcn ve^siy of Jordan lor an iwp_c- 
has been co:i 7 ■“?: » = cnr : e= : | < a V-f :h.- 3ft-r.ici re - f. «n g 

of such ma:er«. j •jii.ic-rurou.’id pcdesiriun ruri- 
A special r.v:d erected :o ; nci. which cost SD K7.UIW and 


use the Kadim tiosprtrii ir. 
Madaba (a private facility) so 
that i: Cj': one: service* aiong 
with lire oLCst gO'-enti iv«l 
huspiiui there io h : iadaba dis- 
trict’s iotl.OIW ;«fiab!:3f,!5. 


Cour»cii 


Minisle;., 


to help Jordan find suLmiancs 
for these mc'eiiiii. h: 
Accorc-h^g c. M:;-:v.reaI 
F ;’oioj-: ' i r. - 

audii: u "a c ::-.:bons 


.^cc>3rc. , :'‘- 
Frotoj-:! : :- 

ciudiiVi 

(CFCs* - .w vs 
the ia}-:r *:■: 

u!:rav?:ic-. -i\-. 

Sc'C! 1 !: . ’ *:!• 
v.;ii Wu*. : • 

tight re’_ri: : :: 
ma an. ■. . 
cu::"ert e - . 

It T.i y : : k.' .; 
forests ii-.'.j fif/.. 

ESCV ■ act - 
part In rhe uzz'i 
pupen r:'. -'U . 
lion ur.-j :r v . 
ozone-fie-r: t 

experime-.i.- ic. i 
of these ?!.•:• 
working, c’un f. 
tales 

Fw t-.’.v-.C;. . 
lied “E:;:? - : 0 ; 
or. 5ubs:l:ji-s . 
pieling v 
nised i:: -T.jj'v 
UNEP n-.i-i ::.e C 
CniidrenV u?id 


jiinnes . jd 133.’ .R/U, 
s/jd. j Prince Hussnn laser in- 
•n'.real : -peeled vork on file cciiii.g 

’.1J> !;■- ! C.-iCI i! i; 7il;.; Ri.Ci till.- 

•.rlrons j non -.ssican ur.J the cou- 
:oie in ( siiuciioii a !:ic : "fifine 


v.tuca 

J ....i;. 




.’!• Jiu 

.vgu- 

ri*-: :I ‘Liticsis 
j j [C ‘HFj. 


j Prigi’.r.Jnij Bridge - Ith :::: ! :i- 
' »i:pcn ic:uv 

! Dr. --.hbi.di ili.ii ihc 
j ”:urici, h;.-. ■; 7u 

! cring the river :t c.i,ii;|, 

■ .:} noil! ’.i.-. ii.-.i K ilk** l'.’ 

. 1 :!■ »:v -.siui'ic Ll.ll!**. 

! Accor-.l:;'!: to t* Al'bilJi. 

1 prrijcci. .’rtiCii :*• e '‘I i led 

J ■ oxs? JO -l ufiiiio'i. 'ovl.i lv 

j cample: - 0 ’IC\I 
j \i:-»> W-.-Jnesd..:* • rr:-i:c 

l <I.!S>jii vi-iil-ii the NsInMi;. "i 
: A»- quf .n.'J I'Juiiiic > "!iirr‘- and 
1 '.’.js briefed i.'< Tv Mr'.’Liei 
j -V’liu! Sa ra Al Ai-n/.di »::i The 
'v.iuis’.r;.' ■.•.itviiies in fi.c .11 j;’. 1 - 
01 pr-eacin ic and “ludaucc. 

Dr. Ab'vTdi ul-o briefed JJK- 
Ciovin Fs iuce on the pioarey* 

*jf 1 he icsior.ition e: the Donie 

of :hc Rod: ! : i Jern-alcsn .mJ 
s.-id. it is ; r. the final p r»i’ 
e.>]i«iruci 'on. 


j ict>k Tie cccision io buy the 
j Nadisv: 1::.:^.:^! : ; i ‘ : 

1 six-month study of ser*ias 
by a special ministerial com- 
mitiee. said Dr. MrJhas rluiing 
an inspection visit u.* the iicai h 
serciccs in the district. 

The Ministry of Health is 
cui rentiy j» ringing ia liu* 
; l..:r; r ,K?"ol' 'Jie liospbai whi.;b. 
j iv said. Ci.’dJ lv eNpcndcil b« 
j uTding a second il'.-or. 
j ’fisc e.-.is-.iug gc-icmiTicnt 
j jo^piriii wifi be usc-.i f:; 
i ein^rg-’.ic, c.ises and as a 
J Dv.eri.iiv ■•ospilci ^i'-ec ir is 

! f Jt 


lac new Nudim Hospital is ‘ ■ DL ‘ ul Rabun Malhas Wednes- 
btfiri' cou'dit in order "to ex- day issued a call on voluntary 
ran J wJ -ing racie meJicai ser- ^oups and the public and the 

vi'.'ii: Lc district, he added, private sectors to launch coor- 

A-:(:eJ whether ' a dialysis disrated efforts towards pro- 

unit v.truM br tailed at the recriug Jordan from the spread 
Kadii i Ucsuitn 1 , in view of the AIDS (acauired immune 
lai?r: inirber of kidney pa- deficiency syndrome), 

tic:,-! i t Madaba di>trict. ibe " w ® occd to have specific 
inin- tc: said that this question strategies and apply them 
vsou'ri be examined bv the through educational program- 

Ri J »iisi.i\ Krore action can be nle * school students at the 

ia!.e:\ secondary level and through 

Dim ing iiis tour, the minister die iteip of teachers and educa- 

teumed from Hashvm Faouri, tore in 016 fl S ht against the 

th:. ilis! •'ict' governor, liiat the killer disease," said the minis- 


deficiency syn 
“We need 1 


educational program- 


secondary level and through 
the iteip of teachers and educa- 
tors in the fight against the 
killer disease," said the minis- 


nr._- hi?; i,:»v'v one coiuprehtn- i ler a ? the opening of a semi- 
bvj'itii ccntz'e located in ! nar held Wednesday evening at 
Dliil*-:n. offering services along ^ the Amman Chamber of In- 
iviih f.7 piirnarv h&iltfi **"r? ! dustrv to m.TTk World AIDS 


wi!h 1.7 primary health cure ! “ustr 
15 medical units, five j Day. 


dciDirivs and five Uboratur- 
ic. a: ladled to them. 


Olympic committee protests 
Kuwaiti refusal of entrv 


«« r i. ik'*.:* prodi.t--': .'I ) a !*il:iUe2i?h:u flvie!. 
.Second J.n.dauian c\liilii:i*m of t. Uan arid u«mhcn prednets 
a- Hie V? itrl-J L\Uibi!rjiii Ituli — i i sill f? JrfiB 
a.ui.-3M:iqi p.r.;. « 

■Aiiihhinr! of -v? iuhiH.i muds ni N : *‘r l:hak Fsidtiitinii Itali 
— Unriiihily Uvai! lief. S37*»J4i. 
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! ’this year's U.N. theme for 
j World AIDS Day is "Time to 
j Act," which reflects the urgent 
i need to make speedy efforts at 
the die indivianal itnd group 
levels against this disease, said 
Dr. Malhas. 

Jordan classified by the 
j World Health Organisation 
(WHO) as having a low-level 


He attributed this situanoa 
to religious and social tradi- 
tions of Jordanian society^ as 
well as strenuous efforts on the 
part of the health ministry, 
which he said, is implementing 
AIDS awareness programmes ^ 

Jordan Medical Association 
(JMA) President Ishaq Mara- 
qa addressed the seminar 
echoing the call for close coop- 
eration among the public .and 
private sectors to protect "peo- 
ple from the epidemic. , . 

In outlining the JMA 's 
efforts to combat the disease. 
Dr. Maraqa said that the asso- 
ciation was closely cooperating 
with the health ministry ^nd 
other institutions to warn off 
the danger. 

Earlier, Dr. Malhas- was 
auoted by Al Dustour Arabic 
daily as saying that 23 people, 
most of whom non-Joraanians, 
died of AIDS in the Kingdom 
since 1986. 

He said that a total of 94 
AIDS cases were registered in 
Jordan so far, of which 62 were 
Jordanian citizens. 
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No deputies, same chance 

AS EXPECTED the new government of Prime 
Minister Abdul Salam Al Majaii broke old 
traditions and excluded deputies from its 
ranks. Previous governments had been a com- 
posite of members of the Lower House of 
Parliament and politicians and technocrats, but 
no effort was made this time to have that sort of 
political mix. 

There are obviously advantages and dis- 
advantages to incorporating members of the 
legislature in the executive branch. In strict 
terms, the separation of the three branches of 
government has always been the mainstay of 
some well-established democracies, like the 
U.S. On the other hand, some other parliamen- 
tary democracies have reconciled themselves to 
the principle of forming governments by the 
paily that achieves the highest score during 
national elections. 

In Jordan, where it is not necessary to 
appoint a prime minister from the largest 
political party in Parliament, it would seem 
acceptable to deviate from the traditional par- 
liamentary democratic practices since the 
rationale behind the formation of cabinets from 
parliamentarians is predicted on the rule of 
thumb that political parties that win general 
elections would be called upon to form a 
Cabinet. This is not being the case in Jordan, it 
would not seem to be anathema todemOcracy tty. 
give all Cabinet portfolios to non-parliamenta- 
rians. 

Still more important that the inclusion or the 
exclusion of parliamentarians from the Cabinet 
is the task that lies ahead of the newly formed 
government. The agenda of the executive 
branch is heavily laden with thorny issues 
ranging from the peace process and the pros- 
pects of a peace accord with Israel to pressing 
local subjects that are closer to the heart and 
attention of Jordanians. The region is on the 
threshold of new developments on every con- 
ceivable level that call for vision and political 
will. The team of ministers that will normally 
be assembled for this purpose would have more 
than their usual share of responsibility. These 
awesome burdens awaiting the Cabinet mem- 
bers would require political heavy weights 
rather than anybody else. 

Yet it remains to be seen whether the new 
Cabinet would prove to be fully effective. 
Meanwhile we have to give them the benefit of 
the doubt and extend every possible support, 
including criticism, to enable them to do their 
job. There will come a day when a broader 
! based government may need to be formed since 
the decisions that awaits the country would call 
for a national coalition government that epjoys 
wide grassroots support. For now, however, 
the reshuffled government of Dr. Msqali de- 
serves its chance. 




TODAY BEGINS the countdown for the Dec. 13 deadline of 
the completion of Israeli forces withdrawal from the Gaza 
Strip ana Jericho to pave the ground for the autonomy rule in 
Palestinian lands, said Ahmad al Misleh, a columnist in A1 Ra’i 
Arabic daily Wednesday. But the writer said that the two 
elements are working against the so-called Oslo deal, which 
was sealed by Israel and the PLO in Washington last 


government s agreement witn me Palestinians , ana tne ocner is 
the revival of me intifada and the Palestinian youth’s revolt 
against the PLO leadership's orders which ban all military or 
anti-Israeli activities and resistance in the two areas, according 
to the writer. He said that while the Zionist settlers are 
determined to resist any move to oust them to implement the 
Oslo deal this month, the Palestinian youths are determined to 
cany on the fight against the Israeli presence altogether and 
..determined to guarantee the release of all the Palestinian 
detainees from Israeli jails. The two elements are working 
against the implementation of the Oslo deal and are adamant 
in their extremist stand boldine fast to their ideology which, 
the writer said, will make the Oslo deal impossible to 
implement. The only way to defuse the situation, said the 
writer, is to end the illegal presence of Jewish settlements on 
Arab land, 

A COLUMNIST in Al Dnstoor tackled the question of lack of 
drugs in government hospitals. A doctor in the Princess Basina 
Hospital has just reported that the Health Ministry’s ware- 
houses and the Jordanian markets have no sufficient anaesthe- 
tics for surgery, a report which the health minister himself 
echoed in a telephone conversation with the call-in radio 






writer said that the government ought to introduce measures 
mined at breaking the monopoly of certain drug importers 
over essential materials and stop their blackmail and ensure 
sufficient stocks for hospitals at all times. The writer said the 
Health Ministry can end the monopoly by importing these 
basic materials in bulk and also ensuring other medical 
supplies to health centres and hospitals of the private and 
Dublic sector. 



We have the potential to 
change mediocrity to excellence 




If Z were to pinpoint the one 
problem which most severely 
- hinders our society’s develop- 
ment and progress. I would say , 
it is mediocrity. Put simply, 
“mediocrity” isTack of distinc- 
tion or excellence In perform- 
ance. The term, as Webster’s 
New World Dictionary informs 
us, refers to five intercon- 
nected “qualities” or "states” 
which it arranges from the least 
positive to the most negative: 
“neither very good nor very 
bad”; “ordinary”; "average”; 
“not good enough”: “in- 
ferior. I am using the word 
here in all of these senses. 

I was talking with a friend of 
■ mine the other day. As usual, 
we exchanged views on a varie- 
ty of "hot” issues, including 
Parliament, democracy, the 


peace process, the post-war 
Middle East and, naturally, the 
present and future Jordan. In j 


the heat of discussion on the 
latter question, my friend, who 
is fond of confrontational 
statements and absolutes, said: 
“Name me one distinguished 
singer in this country, one out- 
standing poet or novelist, one 
T.V. star, one excellent jour- 
nalist, one original researcher, 
one respectable tennis olayer, 
one exceptional -teacher, one 
competent mechanic or electri- 
cian, one reliable' meteorolog- 
ist, one economist, one physi- 
cist. one literary critic, one 
administrator, etc.” The cata- 
logue ran much longer. The' 
point he wanted to Illustrate 
was that mediocrity is preva- 
lent everywhere in our society. 

To some extent, my friend's 
argument is unfair. For one 
thing, it is exaggerated. One 
can name not one teacher, one 
literary critic, one administra- 
tor, one mother, one father, 
and even one singer, but many. . 
For another, it is deliberately 
selective. We may not have an 
impressive table-tennis player 
but we have several impressive 
basketball and soccer players. 


Furthermore, if the media or 
the concerned societal estab- 
lishments fail to reveal and 
highlight talented individuals, 
this does not mean that distinc- 
tion is non-existent. On the 
whole, my friend is right. The 
claim be is making is essential- 
ly valid: the percentage of ex- 
cellence in our society is small 
indeed, and the performance 
of the majority is either “aver- 
age" or "inferior." One cannot 
but agree. 

There are many causes for 
mediocrity, among which the 
following are the most salient: 
First, the individuals are not 
brought up to value compe- 
tence and efficiency of per- 
formance in either their daily 
tasks or job assignments — 
despite the many colourful slo- 
gans we continually repeat. To 
be sure, ora Jamijies plage a 
great deal ef emphasis on educa- 
tion and on scholastic achieve- 
ment. Parents in our society are 
generally impressive," even ex- 
emplary, in their support of 
-their children throughout 
school and university days. By 
contrast, little encouragement 
fif any) is given to a working 
son or daughter. Rarely do 
parents sit down and discuss 
with their sons and daughters 
the quality of -their achieve- 
ment at work. The matter does 
not seem .to be important. 

Education also, which is sup- 
posed to prepare the person 
for a career, is seen as an end 
rather than a means. Hence it 
is most often too theoretical 
and idealistic to contribute 
tangibly to the person’s work 
skills or ethics. Ora student is 
little prepared for the real 
world and one cannot but 
blame the family, the school 
and the university. 

Second, the various estab- 
lishments and institutions at 
which individuals in our society 
work do not encourage distinc- ' 
tion. First of all, they do not 
hire (or fire) on the basis of the 
individual's merits. Most, • 
especially .government estab- 
lishments, employ people- with- 


out seriously interviewing, ex- 
amining or evaluating mem. 
All they care about (if indeed 
they do) is their specialty. In 
addition, a person finds him- 
self, upon employment, in an . 
often unhealthy atmosphere. 
There is almost a total absence 
of work ethics; most em- 
ployees do not have a sense of 
joy, fulfillment or pride in 
what they do. A iob is jnst a 
job — i.e. something you do 
absent-mindedly and nn- 
creatively and to which you 
devote the bare-minimum 
effort. The concept of “career" 
itself is almost entirely missing 
in our culture. Furthermore, 

- senior members set a tad ex- 
ample to junior and incoming 
colleagues; instead of 
nourishing their (the latter's) 
initial feeling of enthusiasm, 
they subvert and kill it. A 
recent graduate of Yarmouk, 
who now teaches at one of our 
public schools, tells me senior 
teachers laugh at anybody who 
takes the teaching profession 
seriously. "What are yon 
trying to accomplish? Students 
are too dumb and nobody 
cares or appreciates. Put your 
head among the heads of 
others, and forget it" Sadly, 
such a negative attitude is quite 
widespread in ora society. 

Third, leadership positions 
are not filled with enough care . 
Those who are appointed as 
supervisors/ directors of teams, 
of sections, of departments and 
of the establishments them- 
selves are chosen either on the 
basis of seniority or through 
personal connections. Rarely is 
a person appointed because 
he/she is deserving; unfortu- 
nately, many deserving per- 
sons are too sby to seek posi- 
tions themselves. 

Such a practice (choice 
based on seniority or connec- 
tions) is at best haphazard (if 
the senior individual happens 
to be competent, the choice is 
a blessing; if not, it is a curse) 
and at worst destructive. The 
harm done through a bad 
choice is twofold. A) A 


mediocre chairman, director or 
section head does a mediocre 
job. Whatever work has to go 
through his/her office will be 
carried out slowly, inefficiently 
and poorly. B) Such a chair- 
man, director or head will 
pomote mediocrity in his/her 
institution (deliberately or un- 
wittingly) by alienating crea- 
tive employees and attracting 
his/her likes. 

The solution, as I see it, is 
two-part. First, the long-term 
remedy to mediocrity lies in 
our educational institutions. 
The family, the school and the' 
university should link them- 
selves more directly to the va- 
rious establishments in which 
real work is done. Daily life in 
the former institutions should 
mirror as closely as posable 
daily life in the latter establish- 
ments. Thus, a student of eco- 
nomics should be treated as an 
economist, a student of En- 
glish as an English teacher, a 
student of physics as either a 
physics teacher or a physicist, 
etc. Otherwise, what is the use 
of education if it does not train 
one to be an expert in his own 
field? 

Second, and more urgently, 
we should exercise extra-care 
in choosing tfeevarioos societal 
leaders. It is they who shall 
raise or advance, obstruct ot 
demolish. Those we appoint 
should be people with the right 
attitude, energy, ability ‘and 
vision. I realise that this is 
easier said than done. Bnt it 
can be done. We must base ora 
selection of leaders on their 
previous experience and 
achievement. A little investiga- 
tion about a person reveals a 
great deal. 

I firmly believe that Jordan 
has the potential to -exceL The 
large number of educated 
citizens, its liberal/democratic 
political system, its humble 
(but reliable) natural resources 
and (above all) the wisdom of 
its top leadership are all factors 
conducive to distinction. 

Mediocrity is a monster. 
Let's kill it, before it kills us. 


Ctfme aud vMeneein the EiS. today 


By Dr. James Zogby, 

Since 1990, Ahmed, (not his 
real name) 47 years old, has 
run a small grocery store in a 

K oor, high-crime neighbour- 
ood of Cleveland, Ohio. Like 
other small businessmen in the 
area, Ahmed has been tor- 
mented by young gang mem- 
bers who live in the vicinity of 
his store. His business has - reg- 
ularly been victimised by 
armed robbery, petty shoplift- 
ing, and vandalism. Even his. 
one room apartment in the 
back of the store has been 
broken into and robbed on a 
number of occasions. Faced, 
one too many times, by armed 
gunmen, Ahmed, like many 
other store-owners has broken 
the law and armed himself with 
a gun. 

Last week was especially dif- 
ficult for Ahmed. He was rob- 
bed. he was threatened and hie 
was afraid. Like other store- 
owners in poor areas, he hesi- 
tated to call the police. When 
he had, they would come to his 
store, file a report about his 
problem — ana do little else. 
Ahmed was also afraid that by 
telling the police, he might 
anger some of the gang mem- 
bers in the area and* bring even 
greater problems to his busi- 
ness. 

At about midnight on 
Wednesday, after what had 
been a difficult day, a young 
man came into his store and 
stole a bag of potato chips. An 
altercation ensued. As the 
youth left the store. Ahmed 
shot him in the back. The 
injured boy is now partially 
paralysed from the gunshot 
wound, and Ahmed has been 
arrested for illegal possession 
of a firearm. 

The next day. Gevelitnd's 
newspapers ana T.V. head-, 
lined tne story “Arab Amer- 
ican Merchant Shoots 16 Year 
Old over S.75 Bag of Chips." 

On the very next day, on the 
other side of Gevel'and. an 
Arab American merchant was 
robbed in his store. He was 
shot twice in the stomach. To 
date, there has been no men- 
tion of this incident by the 
Cleveland media. 

While the sensationalism 
and bias of Cleveland’s media 
is a real problem for that city’s 
Arab American grocers, the 
more serious problem* is the 
'epidemic of violence and crime 
that now plagues e\enr U.3. 
city. No one can escape it, and 
small businessmen are espe- 
cially at risk. 

Cleveland, a city of 500,Wfl. 
is home to about '15,000 Arab 
Americans. About 350 Arab 
Americans own small grocery 
stores — many in the poorer 
neighbourhoods of the city. 
Like the Asian American and 
Greek Americans, the recent 
immigrant Arab Americans 
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buy small businesses wherever 
they can be found, in an effort 
to begin their ascent into the 
American middle class. But as 
last year’s riots in Los Angeles 
and 'Chicago, and the dramatic 
rise in U.S" urban murder rates 
show — it is becoming in- 
creasingly difficult and danger- 
ous to attempt to do business 
in U.S. irraer cities. 

For example, during the past 
two and one-half years, ten 
Arab American merchants in 
Gey eland were murdered in 
their stores. During a recent 
four-month period, police sta- 
tistics showed that 10 per cent 
of -the Arab American stores 
were victimised by violent 
crime or robbery. And Arab 
American leaders in Cleveland 
estimate that in an average 
year, more than one-half of the 
city’s small businesses are hit 
by a fnajor crime. 

'Ahmed’s problems and 
those of the other Arab Amer- 
ican grocers of Cleveland are 
but part of a much larger set of 
problems confronting the U.S. 
today — namely, the problems 
of crime, violence and urban 
decay. 

The statistics are frighten- 
ing. In 1973, there "were 
8,71R.0flf) crimes reported to 
have been committed in the 
U.S. By 1992, the number of 
crimes reported had risen to 
14.438 JOU — an increase of 65 
per cent. 

During the same period, vio- 
lent crimes increased 120 per 
cent, from 875,910 in 1973, to 
1.932,270 in 1992. Also during 
the last 20 years, murders com- 
mitted in the United States 
have increased to 23,760 last 
year. 

According to official U.S, 
government statistics, it is esti- 
mated that almost 23,000,000 
U.S. households .are victimised 
by crime each year, and an 
average of 650.000 Americans 


are faced by a crime committed 
with a handgun. 

Murder has become the 
number one cause of death for 
African American males be- 
tween the ages of 16 to 34 years 
old. Murder is second as the 
cause of death for all U.S. . 
males in that ace group. And if 
one adds together the murders 
and suicides in a single year, 
the extent of the slaughter be- 
comes dear. In 1990. 37,155 
Americans were killed with 
guns in acts of crime and 
suicide. That is 4,000 more 
Americans killed than during 
the entire Korean war. 

The murder rate in the U.S. 
is staggeringly high and much 
higher than any other com- 
munity in the world. For exam- 
ple, in 1990 guns used in cri- 
minal acts murdered: 10,567 
Americans, 10 Australians, 22 
British, S7 Japanese. 68 Cana- 
dians. 

The U.S. totals vividly point 
to the magnitude of the prob- 
lem of violence in the United 
States. 

It is, therefore, no real sur- 
prise that fear of crime and 
violence and the need for per- 
sonal security have emerged as 
priority issues for many U S. 
voters. The issue of crime is 
one reason why many Demo- 
crats lost elections to Republi- 
cans in November of 1993. 
Some Americans feel that the 
Democrats are less tough on 
crime and criminals than ore 
Republicans. 

It may have been in an effort 
to convince Congress and the 
public that he is a “different 
kind of Democrat" that led 
President Clinton ihe support 
the very strong anti-crime bill 
that has just passed Congress. 
The legislation, one ot the 
toughest anti-crime bills to be- 
come law, extends the death 
penalty for 47 crimes, estab- 
lishes federal crime status for 


60 criminal acts, sets higher 
mandatory prison sentences 
for a wide-range of offenses, 
and provides increased funding 
tn place an additional 50,000 
police officers on U.S. city 
streets. 

Liberals were upset with 
some of these aspects of the 
low, they preferred to explore 
preventive measures to im- 
prove urban conditions, pro- 
vide job training for unem- 
ployed inner dry youth, and 
rehabilitation programme for 
firet-time offenders. Leading 
the call for these types of re- 
forms is Clinton’s Attorney 
General Janet Reno. But she is 
apparently losing ground as the 
administration pushes for a 
harder line on crime. _ ■ 

What has angered conserva- 
tives were parts of the crime 
bill that made illegal the sale of 
19 types of semi-automatic 
weapons (there are currently) 
1,(XW,000 such firearms in tfie 
circulation in the United 
States) and create a mandatory 
five-day waiting period before 
one is able to purchase a hand- 
gun (there are currently 
200,000,000 handguns owned 
by Americans). 

As the head of an anti-crime 
lobby croup said. “■Americans 
arc fed up with the carnage, 
and they are demanding ac- 
tion.” The new crime bill may 
be a response to this voter 
outrage. Will it have an impact 
in reducing crime? Will it make 
Ahmed in Cleveland feel more 
secure? Will it remove guns 
both from the gangs and the 
grocers? These an? the ques- 
tions waiting to be answered. 

But what is clear is that Ihe 
issues of crime and violence 
are now at the centre of the 
political debate and will re- 
main there until the frightening 
escalation of killings and rob- 
beries is under control. 


LETTERS 

Writers 
. vs. 

true democracy 

To the Editor, 

ARTICLES written by the press that are editorial in nature 
tend to have a purpose in mind. They are either information or 
analytical, presenting in the latter case a viewpoint based upon 
certain facts. I would, therefore, iDce to comment about two 
articles that appeared in the Jordan times’ edition of Nov. 30. 1 
assume the purpose was in both cases to illustrate the 
fundamentally undemocratic nature of the government 
through its past policies vis-a-vis the dissolution of Parliament 
and the change in the Election Law, culminating in the 
adoption of the Speech from the Throne to Parliament as the 
government’s policy statement 
The first article was ,t Maiali , s quest for confidence vote 
based on the Speech from Throne: Constitutionally correct, 
but democratically flawed,” which was written by Nermeen 
Murad. The writer's analysis attempts to establish the above * 
tenuous link by interpreting certain facts add citing a host of 
“critics, observers, analysts, well-placed officials” to support 
these interpretations. Tne following facts are relevant: 

1) Mr. Masri’s government was formed on 19-6-91 while 
Parliament was in recess. It requested and obtained a vote 
of confidence based upon its policy statement to an 
extra-ordinary session of Parliament that convened be- “ 
tween. 4-7-91 and 22-8-91. Since there was no formal- 
convening of Parliament in an ordinary session and no ' 
Speech from the Throne, Mr. Masri had to present his own 
policy statement. No precedent to be ignored: 

2) Sharif Zetd’s government was formed cm 21-10-91 also ' 
while Parliament was in recess. It requested and obtained a 
vote of confidence based upon the Speech from the Throne, 
at the opening of the 10th Ordinary Session of Parliament- 
on 1-12-91. This was the only valid precedent used in die 
case of Dr. Majali’s government. 

3) The writer may recall that H.M. The Kong is the Head of ; 
the Executive Branch, and be delegates his executive 
function to the prime minister and Council of Ministers. 
The baas or the norm is that the head of the executive 
branch, as in the U.K., USA and elsewhere, delivers the 
policy statement on behalf of His/Her government. In cases 
where there is no formal opening of the legislature 
requiring His/Her presence, the prime minister dehveis the 
same policy statement. 

4) Thew writer quotes Article 54/3 of the Constitution bnt 


unfortunately fails to actually read it correctly. “If the 
Chamber of Deputies is not in session at die time, or stands 


Coamber or Deputies is not m session at me tune, or stanos 
dissolved, the Speech from the Throne stall be considered 
to be a statement of policy for the purpose of this article.” 
The word “shall” and its Arabic equivalent in the original 
text predudes the use of any other document. The Higher 
Council of Interpretation confirmed this fact. 

5) In adversely comparing the '93 elections with those 
conducted in ’89, the writer has conveniently forgotten the 
praise that the *93 elections earned from various parties, 
local, regional and world press and observers alike, 
including His Majesty die Eng hims elf. Individual inci- 
dents of uriscounfang/dupHcation of cards, etc., were rare 

interference in the election process. Such inddents^^d-* 

~ ' ing those that occurred similar ly in the ’89 elections are 
being djpalt with by the relevant law coprts and respective, 
parliamentary committees. ’ 

6) The relevance of the inclusion of deputies in Sharif Zeid’s 
government making the case of adopting the Speech from, 
die Throne more-or-less applicable, escapes me! 

7) The Constitution of The Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan is 

die overall legal umbrella that governs tne conduct of the 
executive, legislative and legal branches, their authorities 
and responsibilities as well as the rights and responsibilities 
of individual cjtijep§ .cannot be considered m parts nor 
can oneu»ovfeneijtty ignore amendments irrespective or. . 
die faerrbat they have been made during die period of 
martial 'law. ' 1 

The second article that I am referring to here is “Parlia- 
ment, confidence and the Karak restbonse lunch menu: The 
View From Fourth Gride,” written by Rami G. Khourir This 
writer in attempting to establish the same linkage, tries a more 
concfliatoty approach. He encourages Dr. Majaii, through a 
process of compliments and admonitions, . to reverse this 
serious and disturbing trend in the nation’s democratisatioii 
process fry the simple act of presenting his own poheg 
statement: 

1) Regarding Mr. Khonri’s perceived difficulty in debating the 
Speech from the Throne. The following comments may be 
relevant: 


speech while it seems to be relatively simple for every Tom, 
Dick or Harry to criticise, deride and generally defame the 
King’s Government? _ \ 

b) Parliament’s primary role in any democracy is to ■ 
transform die wishes of the people into broad strategies 
and policies. They then, in cooperation with the govern- 
ment, translate them into more specific programmes and 
enact laws accordingly. The government is then charged 
with implementing such laws monitored by Parlia m ent. 
The Speech from the Throne contains those broad 
strategies that are intended to guide both Parliament and 
government in the coming four years. It also contains those 
specific programmes that are a continuation of previously 
established policies. 

c) If Parliament is dissatisfied with the government’s 
performance, democratic vibrations and impulses, its col- 
our, taste or smell, it may vote it out of office at any time] 

2) It seems that Mr. Khouri was not impressed with Dr. 
Majali’s family/political culture background as it relates to 
the lack of vibrate democratic practices; as if other 
individuals in this nation have an alternative background of 
which we are all unaware. The writer's presumption that 
Dr. Majaii needs to accept Ins advice to transition to a 
genuine political leader is an issue to be decided by 
Parliament and the Jordanian people, in which his 40 years 
of past public service and achievements and his current 
vision will attest to.' 

3) Mr. Khouri’s reference to the Karak lunch menu being 
acceptable to Parliament as a policy statement does not 
speak well of Mr. Khouri ’s view of Parliament’s credibility. 
His comparing the King speech with a lunch mean can also 
be conriaerea similarly. Inis supposition is the real issue in 
determining the quality of our political values and credibil- 
ity of onr political system. If he has such a low opinion of 
Parliament’s judgement, this whole debate aoout the 
validity of the use of the Speech from the Throne and 
democracy is irrelevant anyway. 

What is really at stake here? Is it a question of Dr. Majaii 1 
photocopying the Speech from the Throne, erasing all refer- 
ence relating to the King and then sending it under a covering 
letter to Parliament as his own policy statement? The real issue 
is our understanding and practice or true democracy rather the 
‘Tetter of democracy." 

What is being asked of the government- is to defy the 
constitution by providng a separate policy statement, or by 
amending or adding to, the Speech from the Throne, merely to 
satisfy the writer’s own interpretation of democracy, 

A nortllpl mnv ho /Imiuh lu» !- iKa - . 


unconstitutional dissolution of the Russian parliament Which • 
amrse of action furthers the real development of true 
democracy? 

Abla Asfour, 
Amman. . 
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Theatre? What theatre? Start with children 


By Mohammad Masharga 

“A common jmbtic misconception has it that children's 
theatre is easfer to organise and present than a theatre 
for adults . ■ Perhaps this misconception explains the 
scarcity of good plays for adults and the rush by amateur 
playwrights to attempt to present plays for children. ” 

With these words , a director who specialises in 
children's plays, Fathi Abdul Rahman, opened the first 
seminar on children's theatre which was held on the 
sidelines of the Second Jordanian Children's Theatre 
Festival from Nor. 28 to Dec. 5. He said Jordanian 
libraries lack plays for children and lack studies and 
research work related to children's theatre. Indeed, lie 
added, literary criticism is at its lowest level at the 
moment in a country which lacks the specialised theatre 
institution and a standing theatrical group with sufficient 
qualified actors. Jordan neither have a theatre bouse for. 
such a group nor hinds to finance theatre activities 
perhaps due to the lack of a specific plan or policy in this 
regard, noted Abdul Rahman , who stressed that indi- 
vidual initiatives are the only pre vailing works dominat- 
ing theatre work in Jordan. 

Abdul Rahma n was in fact describing the nature of 
works presented during the opening sessions of the 
festival because be saw in them as works which he 
described as far poorer in quality than those presented in 
the first festival. 

The three plays presented at the start of the festival 
were biased on Arab and international texts with highly 


educational and moral themes , but their presentation 
and the drama was semi-naive , lacking the warmth or 
the appropriate professional skills and the basic elements 
of a children's theatre — the joy , the colours , the 
movement and good music. 

The festival has dearly revealed the urgent need for a 
national strategy for children's arts and culture and the 
training of cadres to be involved in children's theatre in 
acting, directing, decor and music. It also showed that 
there was need for those involved to link their children's 
theatre with child psychology and modem education 
trends. 

AMMAN CULTURAL PULSE 

_ ft is regrettable to say that two years have elapsed 
since the initiation of the Jordanian Children's Theatre 
Festival, yet nothing has been done to meet the essential 
requirements and the bask conditions for a good 
children's theatre for the benefit of children. 

Educationists and specialists in child psychology be- 
lieve that children develop different potentials and 
mental capabilities at different stages of their growth, 
especially those under five years of age who can benefit 
from theatre and plays to direct their own activities and 
stimulate their imag ination. 

These educationists and specialists believe that tales of 
gennies and angels and mermaids are especially fascinat- 
ing to eight-year-olds, while stories of magic and 
wonderlands as well as heroic feats appeal to nine to 
12-year-old children — the stage when children start 


moving from the world of fantasy to the world of reality. 
Children aged 12 to 16 are undergoing a real physiologic- 
al change and are in need of plays that are more realistic 
and with educational objectives. 

The Jordanian Higher National Committee in charge 
of the festival would do well by stipulating that partici- 
pants in the coming festivals should define the age group 
of children targeted by their work as well as the 
educational values and objectives sought by the play- 
wrights. 

One example of the haphazard situation that prevailed 
in this year's festival can be found in the play Nawras 
Tale which was .directed by Samah Qusoos. 

It is true that the stage was. bedecked with bright 
clothes , colour lights and beautiful decor ; but the play 
and presentation were lacking the deep philosophical 
contents which the director wanted to convey to the 
audience of children. As a result, her work was poor and 
tedious to the children who busied themselves with other 
dh’ersions while the play was still in progress on the 
stage. 

The same can be said about Rihlat Haz (A Voyage Of 
Lock), directed by Firas A1 Masri. 

With bis inexperienced and naive plan of direction , 
Masri failed to convey the theme and the value of the play 
to the children despite the strenuous efforts exerted by 
some of the professional actors. Disregard of the age 
group of children targeted for the kind of work rendered 
the play a total failure. 

In conclusion , we ask how can we bring life to the 
children's theatre in Jordan? 
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This question was echoed in the halb of the Royal 
Cultural Centre where the festival » as held, especially 
alter the higher committee had realised the magnitude of 
the crisis, prompting it to call a meeting for critics and 
specialists in educational drama and children's theatre. 

At the meeting, there was a unanimous consensus that 
improvement of the children's theatre can only begin at 
the level of the children's kindergartens and primary 
schools. 

Airs. Samar Dudin . a specialist in drama in education, 
said the problem essentially lies with the educational 
system in Jordan. ” This system does not proride for 
general arts, drama in education and other forms of 
creativity among the students, and so they remain 
deprived of the basic driving element in helping them to 
deal with various challenges in their future lives. 

Voder the prevailing system children normally are 
quiet as the teacher speaks, with the result that none of 
them learn anything because of this ineffective practice 
which does not help them to acquire knowledge. 

Mrs. Dudin said that condoning the absence of the 
necessary infrastructure of arts within the educational 
system reflects lack of awareness and knowledge about 
the importance of creative work for children and lack of 
the sense of change and talented work. 

According to Mrs. Dudin, theatre in the concept of 
education does not represent a mere set of historic 
characters, nor bits review of social or political subject, 
but rather it b a very sensitive series of processes through 
which the children can learn and interact with the play 
with the help of educationists and qualified teachers. 
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Icon in a box lures the flocks to Syrian convent 






By Assem Abdul-Mohsen 

Reuter 

> SAYDANAYA , Syria — 
The nuns at this imposing 
mediaeval convent near 
Damascus sagely keep their 
most famous icon. Our 
Lady Of Saydanaya, hidden 
away in a box. 

The last time the icon was 
taken from its silver-en-. 
crusted chest in 1925 “ there 
were storms and unusual 
phenomena and it was de- 
cided to put it back , ” one of 
the nuns told Reuters. 314J 

That does 'not deter ,J 
thousands of Muslims and 
Christians alike who Bock 
to the convent 50 
kilometres northeast of the 
Syrian capital. 

The Orthodox Patriar- 
chal Convent, a magnificent 


edifice overlooking the vil- 
lage of Saydanaya, " ranks 
second in importance to 
Jerusalem as a holy visiting 
place of pilgrimage in the 
Orient, ” Abbess Katherine 
Abi Haidar told Reuters. 

Pilgrims speak of healing 
miracles of Our Lady Of 
Saydanaya, barren women 
say that after a visit they 
have conceived men say 
they are cured of lingering 
illnesses. 

Jts fame b based on an 
icon of the Holy Virgin said 
to be one of four original 
icons painted by St. Luke 
the Evangelist. 

In the ancient Syriac lan- 
guage, the icon is called the 
Sbahoura " or the “Sha- 
goura” which means the 
illustrious or celebrated. 

Today it is not shown 
publicly bur nuns and visi- 


tors kneel in front of a small 
window through which its 
silver coffer can be viewed. 

Apart from Europeans 
and Americans , many of 
the visitors are Syrians and 
Lebanese. Others include 
Egyptians, Sudanese , and 
Gulf Arabs — mainly Mus- 
lims attracted by the con- 
vent's fame or who feel they 
have been touched by the 
miracles of the Virgin. 

The pilgrimage reaches 
its peak in September every 
year on the birthday of the 
Holy Virgin > but despite the 
convent's renown , the ori- 
gin of its name is shrouded 
in myth. 

One version says it is a 
Syriac word of two parts — 
‘‘Say da" meaning "lady” 
ana ‘ hay a ” meaning "our”. 

Another version has it 


that "Seid” means " hunt- 
ing ” and “Dnaya” means 
"places”, thus " bunting 
places ”, which would fit 
with the ldgend of how the 
cohvent was built. 

It says that the Byzantine 
Emperor Justinian I, who 
also built Hagja Sophia in 
Constantinople, was 
camped in the desert with 
his army on his way to 
attack Persia when he and 
bis troops ran out of water. 

The emperor saw at a 
distance ' a beautiful gazelle 
which he decided to hunt 
but be gave chase fora long 
distance without success 
and finally fired. 

The gazelle stopped on a 
rocky hillside, then bolted 
towards a spring of sweet 
water before Justinian 
could shoot it. 


The gazelle suddenly was 
transformed into an icon of 
the Holy Virgin who 
stretched out her white 
hand and said to the 
emperor: 

“ Thou shah not kill me, 
Justinian. But thou sbalt 
build me a church, here on 
this hill.” 

The gazelle appeared to 
Justinian later m a dream 
telling him bow to build the 
church. It is said construc- 
tion of a monastery was 
based on the plans en- 
visioned in the dream while 
the convent was built 
around 547 A.D. 

The first nun was the 
emperor's sister, Theodora , 
Abbess Abi Haidar said. 
There are now about 50 
nuns who enter the convent 
at age 13 and spend seven 
years ^wearing a blue uni- 


form J before being conse- 
crated and allowed to put 
on the convent's traditional 
black garment. 

The Shaqoura Icon was 
brought to the convent by a 
pilgrim who bad been asked 
to buy an icon of the Holy 
Virgin on his travels. On his 
way back, his caravan was 
attacked by beasts and ban- 
dits , but by invoking the 
name of the Holy Virgin 
and by holding up the icon 
to bis attackers, the pilgrim 
was spared. 

Abbess Abi Haidar said 
among the latest miracles 
was the " oozing of an oil- 
like fluid” from the silver 
box encasing the icon. This 
has been going on occa- 
sionally since 1963. 

"The miracles of the 
Holy Virgin are endless,” 
she added. 






Driving in Russia: A (side) walk on the wild side 


a By Julia Rubin 

1 The Associated Press 
MOSCOW — The writer 
Nikolai Gogol noticed it 150 
years ago. Comparing al 1 of 
Russia to speeding horses , 
he asked. what Russian 
doesn't like fast. driving?” 

Some things never 
change, they just get worse . 

For a glimpse of the 
chaos and class straggle of 
the new Russia, don't 
bother visiting the burned- 
out parliament building 
Just take a drive down the 
' crowded, potholed streets 
of Moscow. 

Russia's rush to com - 
i/nerre has turned the sleepy 
“ boulevards of .Soviet times 
into a honking, smog-bel- 


ching free-for-all. 

Legions of ordinary Rus- 
sians in rusted Zhigulis, 
Ladas and'Volgas enter the 
fray each day as gypsy-cab 
drivers — as a crosstown 
fare of a few thousands ru- 
bles (a few dollars) pays far 
more than most hourly 
wages. 

Flatbed trucks with loads 
of bouncing cement blocks 
press their 5-foot-high (1.5- 
metfe) fires against neigh- 
bouring cars in what passes 
for "merging.” 

And cutting through 
them all with the boldness 
of ambulances are the 
BMW and Mercedes 
Sedans of the newly rich. In 
St. Petersburg, traffic cops 


have had to ban the use of 
sirens and flashing lights by 
private cars. 

"This is what happens 
when society changes too 
fast,” said Vadim Sokolov , 
an engineer-turned-gypsy- 
cab driver, waving his hand 
in ^disgust at the creeping 
traffic around his lime- 
green Zhiguli on Moscow's 
major garden ring road. 

"If more people . were 
working instead of driving 
around doing nothing, this 
country would be a lot.bet- 
ter off. ” said Mr. Sokolov, 
who quit bis steady job to 
try to make more money. 

Traffic planners, road 
crews and driving schools 
haven't kepi up. 


Siberia-sized potholes 
and the occasional open 
manhole turn engines to 
borscht , but drivers hardly 
slow down. . . 

One dry moforisr was kil- 
led not long ago when bis 
car fell into a "yama” or 
pothole, fall of boiling wa- 
ter from a leaking pipe. 

Some drivers try to Bee 
by using the sidewalk, 
where it’s easier to get up 
some speed so long as 
pedestrians are nimble. 
Sidewalks also are popular 
for parking, just as the fast 
lanes of busy highways are 
choice for on-the-spot car 
repairs. 

Not surprisingly, both the 
number and the severity of 
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crews and anving scnoois iwisiupmin; 
haven’t kept up. number and the 


traffic acddents are up. In 
the first six months of this 
year, there were 613 people 
killed on Moscow roads, up 
10.8 per cent from the same 
period last year. And 1992 
was itself a record year for 
traffic deaths in the rity, 
with 1.360 over 12 months. 

And forget seat belts. 
Despite a buckle-up law, 
some drivers take offense if 
you reach for the belt. 
Others have loosened it so 
it coils in your lap and slides 
off your shoulder at turns. 

Headlights , too. are cons- 
idered as useless as old ru- 
ble notes. ■ 

"The glare could get in 
someone’s eyes and . cause 
an accident explained 


Misha, another engineer 
who moonlights as a chauf- 
feur, as be slammed into yet 
another pothole hidden in 
the dark. 

Then there is Russia's 
passion for changing the 
Soviet-era names of streets 
and squares, rendering many 
maos obsolete. 

Of course there are traffic 
police. They generally stand 
in the street and wave ears 
over apparently at random 
to check "document!. '* 
Some drivers say they pay a 
fine and never see a ticket. 

But not all is bleak. Park- 
ing metres and toll booths 
have .yet to appear. And 
then, there's always the 
subway. 




Danish hippie colony thrives as ‘ paradise for losers’ 
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By Lots Foyen 
. Reuter 

CHRISTIANIA. Denmark 
— Behind the graffiti- 
sprayed walls of an evacu- 
ated military compound, a 
Danish hippie colony con- 
tinues to hve.out a 1960s 
Tdream of anarchy, love and 
marijuana. 

Christiania, a picturesque 
18th century atadel com- 
prising 35 hectares (86 
acres) of prime waterfront 
real estate in central 
Copenhagen , was occupied 
by hippie squatters in 1971 
, who declared it an auton- 
omous "ftisetown.” 

About 700 adults and 250 
children stiU live in the con- 
troversial compound which 
ordinary Danes see as 
either a worthy social ex- 
periment or a provocative 
anachronism. 

''Christbumris as dose to 
anarchy as' you will ever 
get,” explained Wanda 
Liszt, a spokesman of the 
Christianites, as the free 
town V- inhabitants call 
themselves* : : 


“Our only laws are: ‘No 
hard drugs’, *no guns’, ’no 
violence' and ‘no cars . 

"Our 500,000 people visit 
Christiania each year, many 
coming to buy marijuana on 
the infamous “ Pusher 
Street " where soft drugs are 
openly displayed, or for the 
area’s restaurants, night* 
spots, rock concerts and 
theatres. 

" Social security clients... 
the young with no jobs, the 
homeless — they all come 
here to enjoy the peaceful 
green setting and the magic- 
al mixture of village and 
urban life,” says a Christ- 
iania guide leaflet. 

"They cannot rind these 
things where they Bve, in 
dark apartments and dreary 
institutions where nobody 
has time to talk and a per- 
son enjoying a beer on a 
park bench is frowned 
upon.” it says. 

"Christiania is a paradise 

for losers. ” .... 

A visitor to Christiania is 
struck by the heaps of junk 
and rubbish, the smell of 


firewood used to heat the 
old stone barracks, building 
facades in need of a coat of 
paint and seemingly passive 
people. 

"Laws, no thanks,” 
someone has scrawled on a 
wall. 

"Who's to decide bow 
clean Christiania should be. 
'Should the inhabitants set 
the standards or should 
you. We don’t go poking 
around your backyard, 
says Peter Soerensen, 
another Christianite 
spokesman . 

Half of Christiania's in- 
habitants live on the Danish 
state's generous social 
security cheques but there is 
a dynamic side to the com- 
munity. 

It has its own day-care 
centres for children, a cine- 
ma, an opera, various work- 
shops, a bathhouse, a hair- 
dresser, riding stables shops 
art galleries and even a post 
office. 

"Christianizes also re- 
ceive mail. ” said Mr. Liszt 


with a grin. " Usually from 
the authorities. 

" Christiania is like the 
old Montmartre (Bohe- 
mian) Quarter in Paris with 
its ragtag mixture of people. 
Although you won't find 
artists like' Toulouse-Laut- 
rec here, you will find the 
odd - pickpocket and 
whore.” Mr. Liszt said. 

A row of new private 
houses, some quite fashion- 
able, which residents built 
along a scenic waterfront, 
tell another story. 

“You’ll find all kinds 
here, hippies, drug dealers. 
and even people wth rather 
bourgeois lifestyles, leaving 
their kids at the day-care 
centre, working nine to five 
and watching television in 
the evening, ” Mr. Soeren- 
sen said. 

Christiania does not be- 
lieve in representational ^ 
democracy through major- 
ity decisions. It is ruled 
through open meetings at 
local house, area and com- 


munity levels where, in 
principle, all must agree for 
a decision to be earned out. 

The community’s rela- 
tions with the Danish state, 
and the Defence Ministry, 
which owns the area, have 
always been stormy. 

But Denmark, with a 
tradition for tolerance and 
shunning confrontation, has 
never sent in police or 
troops to throw the squat- 
tets out. Plans to somehow 
evict them faded as Christ- 
iania became an accom- 
plished fact. 

In the late . 1970s , a 
motorcycle gang moved in 
and began using Christiania 
as headquarters for the hard 
drug trade and turned it 
into a red-light district. 

The Christianites kicked 
out the gang and the bard 
drugs trade in 1980. 

The 1990s have seen the 
start of peaceful co-exist- 
ence between the Freetown 
and the Defence Ministry 
which agreed to let the 


anarchists stay if they paid 
utility bills, taxes and value 
added tax, maintained the 
buildings and abided by 
drug laws. 

Defence Ministry section 
chief Soeren Stensbo said 
Christiania was, perhaps, 
not such a bad deal for 
society: 

"It would cost a lot more 
to house these people in city 
apartments and social in- 
stitutions, and to provide 
municipal day-care tor their 
children he said. 

But many Christianites 
have mixed .feelings, about 
" normalisation ”, its effects 
on autonomy and. on the 
marijuana trade which 
police want to. stamp out. 

"Why not normalise the 
rest of society instead, let it 
enjoy our kmd of self-gov- 
ernment. Why can't we be 
allowed to enjoy a leisurely 
marijuana joint in . the sun 
without being harassed by 
police. ” said Mr. 
Soerensen. 


Ancient seals give 
glimpse of 
Mesopotamian past 


By Leon Barkbo 

Reuter 

BAGHDAD — Cylindrical 
seals that served ancient 
Mesopotamians much like 
modern-day identity cards 
are giving experts a peek at 
daily life 2.500 years before 
Christ . ... 

, "They are our only ob- 
jects that are alive with peo- 
ple, giving us an inkling of 
their, occupations ,” 
archaeologist Lamia Gaila- 
ni said of the s tone .seals 
engraved with pictures, 
writing or special signs. 

Archaeologists say the 
seals, whose designs include 
friezes of animals and plants 
as well as scenes drawn 
from daily life or mytholo- 
gy. Are among the most 
prized treasures of the Iraq 
Museum in Baghdad. 

Dr. Gailani said the seals, 
used in the ancient world as 
signatures or title deeds, 
were invented in Mesopota- 
mia, the area between the 
Tigris and Euphrates Rivers 
where the earliest evidence 
of organised agricultural 
society has been unearthed. 

"Eighty-ffvc pen cent of 
all seals in the world were 
made here,” she added. - 

Fifty-one seals, some 
made of semi-precious 
stone, were found at Tell 
Suleimeh during excava- 
tions before it was sub- 
merged by the huge Ham- 
rin Dam in the mid-1980s. 

Varying in length from 
one to three inches (two to 
seven cms), experts say the 
seals show remarkable 
craftsmanship but their 
value extends far beyond 
artistic merit. 

“ Suleimeh seals depict 
for us earliest scenes of agri- 
cultural activity in those 
very ancient days,” Dr. 
Gailani said. 

Some are engraved with 
animals ploughing fields, 
farmers harvesting crops or 
priests engaged in myste- 
rious ceremonies. 

One. of them shows two 
animals dragging a plough 
while a person pushes it. A 
second person is planting 
seeds, a third bolds an 
animal and a ■ fourth rides 
one of the beasts. ■ 

It is, said Dr. Gailani. 
“the earliest example of 
animal riding in the land of 
twrn rivers (Mesopo- 
tamia). ” 

Almost every person >. of 
consequence in the Meso- 
potamia of 4.000 years ago 
bad his individuals seal. 
Harsh penalties were meted 
out to forgers and 
archaeologists who have 
looked at, tens of thousands 
of seals say no two are 
identical. 

Most of the seals are 


cylindrical and would be 
rolled on mud or clay jars 
before they were Bred. The 
seal left an impression on ■ 
the baked jars, serving as. 
the trademark for the per- 
son who had. filled the ves- 
sel with wine, wheat . bar- 
ley. dates or even minerals. 

Seals also were used to 
make impressions on 
bricks, thus identifying the 
owner of a house. When he' 
moved, the new owner 
would replace the signature 
brick with one of his own. 

Dr. Gaiiani, 55, whose 
doctorate in Mesopotamian ' 
seals and many publications 
have made her an authority, 
does her Beld investigation • 
in Iraq and publishes her 
findings in Britain. 

Most outstanding for Dr. 
Gailani is a seal represent- 
ing a harvest festival with 
goddess Ninlil, the grain 
patron , enthroned within 
her shrine. 

A person bends over a 
heap of hay while the god- 
dess bolds a plant with " one 
hand and drinks with the 
other through a tube from a 
vessel. 

In firont.of her are several 
worshippers in a boat 
travelling to attend the har- 
vest festival. Afore worship- 
pers below carry bundles 
and two attendants pile up 
the offerings. 

Dri Gailani holds the 
seals in her hand with great 
care. "Each would fetch at 
least $100,000 if auctioned 
abroad, " she said. 

Several . of the Suleimeh 
seals depict Bghts between 
gods, heroes and animals. 
One represents the water 
god EA receiving his special 
attendant, the two-faced 
Usmu. 

Another seal, made of 
lapis lazuli. . bears a large 
cuneiform inscription, "ft is 
the only seal providing in- 
formation on the owner. He 
is Apil-Kin. the Pashishu 
(high priest) of the Lady of 
Batir , the region of 
Suleimeh said Dr. 
Gailani. 

The Suleimeh seals also 
provide evidence of contact 
between Mesopotamia and 
an ancient civilisation in the 
Indus Valley. 

‘‘This one depicts two 
bulls with... a Gsh and a 
bird nith incisions on the 
neck and body, comparable 
to the stamp seals of the 
Indus Valley from such sites 
as Mohejo-Davo and Har- 
rapa, ” Dr. Gailani said of 
one piece. .. 

"It might be possible that 
there was a resident Indian 
citizen conducting business 
in Mesopotamia who re- 
quired a cylinder seal with 
his own identifying marks. ” 
she said. 
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ngthe keyboard phobia 

i fho have been using Personal Computers chip talk 

teldre&lfiijf better machines and programmes. JL 


C’est la vie 


Most ofrfidse .! fho have been using Personal Computers 
for better machines and programmes. 
Thqydoi^t (however dream of more powerful nor faster 
systems' anymore. They prefer to wish for friendly , 

easier' to use computers. 

Bven.those with an K? rate high above the 120 border 
have ante, day or another fearfully approached the 
drca$gd keyboard. Except for the Sew who have learnt 
how i& f&ue&Qpewritet, the vast majority of PC users 
still coksideThzritiKlo use' the standard keyboard as a 
maj&hahd&ap. AfrC operator doesn't necessarily have 


to He ‘ a 'gained typist. 

Enters the new generation of personal information 
processors that seem as an early foray in the future. Two 
major, manufacturers of computers and electronics are 
now offering . a small , hand held computer that can 
take otk?£€andhtriting as an input of letters , signs and 
draypngC. /he. mat looks Eke a programmable calculator 
and wirighs about half a kilogramme. 

The system comes with a small plastic pen with a 
relatively soft tipthat do not scratches the surface of the 
touch-screen. No need to enten data through a 
keyboard* that anyway does not exist . The user can 
“write-.' a texrby moving the pen on the touch-screen. 
After a. short pause the hand-written text is converted 
into typed letters and is dearly displayed, leaving room 
for eventual corrections. Drawing is done in the same 
wav. r ■ • 

Having used the system for a couple of hours. I found 
it working perfectly well and needed only to do two or 
three.minoc corrections in a text of almost 200 words. 
OCR (Optical Characters Recognition ) is not a new 
feature in computing, bat it is the first time it is made 
available oh small machines, with such flexibility and 
ease of use. The pen-system serves as a text entry device 
and as a mouse for thawing and selecting menus. It is 
fast, accurate and reliable. 



Having been past the innovative data entry system, 
one browses through the other, numerous facilities of 
the machine. It provides a telephone and address 
directory, a note book, a calendar, a diary, a calculator 
(all those goodies mentioned in last week's Chip Talk). 
This is in addition to a world clock, a multi-lingual 
translator, a file manager and a couple of unavoidable 
games. Overall the software is impressive and very 
complete. 

For its very first launch in the market, the computer 
(or gadget?) is unquestionably a success. Nevertheless, 
certain characteristics remain to be improved before it 
becomes everybody's second or even first PC. 

The monochrome, LCD screen has poor contrast and 
average resolution. Staring at it in low light is like 
fighting to see a ghost. The one MB ( one million 
characters) storage capacity, though technically a tour- 
de-force in such a small device, is just not enough to 
store important data. The optional flash disk memory 
cards, each with one and a half MB can help but more 
capacity would still be needed. The speed of the 
processor will disappoint the users of real size 386 or 486 
computers. 

In spite of the above remarks , with its infra red data 
transmission to similar units, a serial port to communi- 
cate with PCs and a printer port, the new machine is a 
technological breakthrough with astonishing power, 
facilities and practicality. 


ON THE LIGHTER SIDE 


TANTALIZING FACTS 


' Ncwtou was 25 when be first made his most important 
identic discoveries. " 

Keats ms 25 when be tfied. 

Rotfwho was 20 when be founded Rome. 

GoeAe m S2 w, ben be wrote bis best plays. 
Victor Hugo was less titan 20 when be got several 
prizes for writing a tragedy. 

OhMXno dtttti copies bom the treaties concluded be- 
tween ' tite VJS. and other countries are usually 
meam^ibs -special files in anti-fire stores inside the 
Fordga Mbtijtty in Washington. 

Grinbw’s fairy taka were not written by tbe Grimm 
bmthcn imt wete lealfy narrated by female villagers 
and. theti dodpBed in a book form. 

Iiiftes ^ Raw th ese is a kind of palm trees which are 
am^mtewefwtih thorns so as to protect the fruit 

Emm Ml atm ether Mtafc to reach it. 


HUMM — THE GOOD Ft THE BAD 

— t&FeMt'tirfotiei to suffer, to devote herself, will 
afwhys be tbe text of the life of woman. 

reason in women, the more 
■ «nni r&dribte-they become. 

— AbmbObi Woman by £er sank draws tears from 


— mnffl ate stiver dotes into which we put golden 

~ — -«L- - 

— Warned Wear So much false hair nowadays that it is 
hdfft to iteb uhich. is which. 

The^tongue of woman is her sword, and she talks 
dare not to let it rust ■ 


— All women are to some extern poets in imagination, 
angels in heart, and tfipfomansts in mind. 

HUMOUR 

Hitchcock, tbe renowned movie director, was famous 
for hh fondness of food. Once he was invited to a party 
where a smafi amount of food was served. 

Hitchcock ate in great relish b at he felt he was stiO 
hungry. . 

He drank coffee af te r su p per . Then his host turned to 
him and. Said;” 1 hope you'll come again to share us 

suffer- ; : .F 

Ttegopst promptly rephed, “That's very kind of yon. 
What, about brinpng the food just now?! 




A Britisher entered a department store in Switzerland 
to bey a piece of soap for shaving. It seemed that tbe 
salesman was German who hates the British. So he slyly 
said: ‘T neither seil nor use tbe German soap , but I use 
the British polish for my shoes.” 

- The Britisher coldly retoned: “Ah, this is because I 
see your shoes look much brighter than your face!” 


A curious.dogput its head into a small jar but couldn't 
dag h oot. 

So its owners went to have a philosopher's advice and 
ask him about the best way'of keeping the dog's bead as 
well os the jar side. ; 

' The. philosopher,: after a short silence, said. “I recom- 
mend to kill tife dog first and then break the jar.” 

YOURDREAMS INTERPRETED 

* ■ ■ 

HAIR. 1 - Riches and fine clothes: (hair falling over free) 
..a coming event will cause displeasure: (Ha 


HAMMER :- Triumph over difficulties. 

HAPPINESS:- A presage of doubt and difficulty. 
HARVEST:- Hopes will not come to fruition. 
HAWK:- A happy omen — success in life. 

HEAD:- Good omen — health and money. 
HOSPITAL:- Misery, poverty, wounds. 

HUNCHBACK A troubled life, with many ups and 
downs. ■ i — : — - — 

HORSESHOE:- (Seeing one) A journey; (finding one) 
good luck. 

BANK OF KNOWLEDGE 


PIDGIN: A lingua franca that is not the mother tongue 
of anyone using it and that has a simplified 
grammar and restricted, often polyglot, voca- 
bulary. An example is the pidgm English 
used in Far Eastern ports, principally for 
trading between the English and Chmese. 
The Basic English vocabulary bad Malay, 
Chinese and Portuguese elements. 

* • * * * 


GINGIVITIS: Inflammation of the gums, characterised 
by red, swollen, spongy gums that bleed 
easily. It may be acute, chronic, or 
recurrent. 

Chronic gingivitis usually results from 
bacteria , although other factors, such as 
poor dentition, prolonged use of the 
drug Phenytoin, Vitamin C deficiency, 
or diabetes, may also contribute to it. if 
left untreated gingivitis can lead to 
periodontitis. 

PUZZLES 

(A) MAKING A CENTURY: 

At various times our readers have been asked to make 
100 by using all the digits 1-9 and inserting suitable 
arithmetical' sighs. 

This time only the digits 1 , 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 and 8 are used 
and addition and subtraction signs only employed. 
Can you score a century under these conditions? 


(B) ANAUNKS 
Six creatures of various 
kinds are illustrated below. 

They have to be paired in such a way 
that the letters making their combined names 
can be re-arranged to make a word; that is, 
three words in all have to be made. 

How would you pair the creatures? 



By E. Yaghi 

I have a rendezvous with death 
At some disputed barricade. 

When spring comes back with rustling shade 
And apple-blossoms SB the air — 

I have a rendezvous with death... 

From I Have A Rendezvous With Death by Alan 

Seeger 

For some time now , he bad heard stories about tbe war. 
Tbe successes of great battles filled bis imagination until 
finally, his mind and entire being were consumed with 
no thin g else but the excztemenr of fighting. He must 
enlist, he derided; it was the only courageous thing to 
do. To sit around tbe house like a female was cowardly 
and unpatriotic, so without his parents’ knowledge or 
permission, he signed up for combat early one morning 
and returned home triumphant in a dark blue uniform. 
By the time he reached his house, it was dusk and he 
found his parents sitting at the dinner table finishing off 
the meal that his mother took hours to prepare. A look 
of shock crossed her countenance but his father just 
frowned and after he cleared his throat, said in a hoarse 
voice: “Well, son, it seems that you finally went and did 
it, eb? I guess you're man now since you've made a 
man's decision and will face the consequences. My best 
advice is to do honour to your uniform. Come and eat!” 
IBs mother, however, shouted: “What are you 
saying? He doesn't know what being a man means ! He 
lied about his age ! He's not even 18 yet. He doesn't 
know what he's doing! You must stop him , please!” 
Her son could see her free twist into a dreadful fit of 
sorrow and anger, for, yes, he had betrayed her after 
she bad pleaded with him not to join the army and he 
had promised her that he wonid at least wait until he was 
older. Yet , here he was, a testimony of his treachery. 
His lather silenced the mother with , “that's enough. I 
will hear no more. He's made a derision, now he must 
bide by it.” 

So, theyonth sat down at the table and gulped down 
his meal m the piercing silence of a mother's anguish. 
But he ignored her face smeared with spots of tears and 
concentrated on his daring and how impressed bis 
friends and classmates had Men with his army suit when 
he passed by to bid diem farewell. 

When he kissed his mother good-bye the day of his 
departure, he thought her over-emotional and silly. 
She's weak because she ’s a woman, he thought and tried 
to concentrate on the pending excitement of joining the. 
battle and defeating the enemy. But, she grabbed bis 
arm before he turned away and said, “ listen here, son, I 
want you to know that I love you more than anything in 
the world. Of course Tm upset because I can't bear to 
lose you. Maybe someday you will understand. Until 
that time comes, take care of yourself and come back to 
me safe and in one piece- Now, may God bless you!” 


He tried not to let her set the feelings creep onto his 
expression, but when he turned to leave, his eyes were 
burning and he pretended that the water 
hk cheeks was not tears. But he would be aheto! What 
more could be ask? 

Yet , once be underwent tbe grueling routine of Aft at 
war he began to form different opinions about fighting. 
It's ' not so glorious as rumour makes out, be fretted to 
himself. Most of tbe time I'm hungry, thirsty and tired, . 
not to mention tbe gnawing feeling of fear that eats 
away at my insides. I was a fool to be so eager. The 
value of human Mfe shouldn 't be taken so tightly, so 
callously. To kill another man isn't easy, a fevowperson 
made of tbe same ingredients that I am. one who has a 
family to mourn him and cry over him if be dies. Who 
says this war is right, or good anyway? And what am I? I 
never stopped to question the right or wrong. of it, hut 
jumped in with my eyes closed to become part of that 
savage and merciless war machine that thinks only of 

brute force. . _ , ... 

These thoughts rolled over in his mind as be lay in his 

Ido? Will I find the courage to take another human lde? 
And when I slay my fellow man. will I become a hero? 
And if I die in battle, will a wreath of garlands he placed , 
upon my noble brow and trill I be called a martyr. 

And then it happened , on a mud readjust after dawn, 


bis regiment was race to face with the enemy. And all at 
once, the youth stared into the dark eyes of another 
young man about his own age. There was no time to 
think. He remembered seeing the fear in his foe 
mirrored by his own and then he pulled the trigger and 
to his horror, his enemy lay dead before him. 

And later, after the war was over and he headed for 
home, still alive and well, he wondered, why? Why must 
man murder hi s fellow man? Cam is still killing Abel 
since the beginning of the human species. Nothing much 
has changed except that the human animal has invented 
all kinds of horrible weapons to help him in his dastardly 
deed of wiping out the other person that God had given 
the gift of life. . . 


birds were smgmg everywhere , and violet ana oiue 
Sowers abounded. But he just killed a man, a youth 
much like himself and although he bad been told that 
this was the enemy and be must die , if things were 
different, tbe two might have met as friends m some 
small out of tbe way coffee shop for a game of cards and 
a chat. 

All be knew was that be would never be tbe same 
again. Life is a mockery, be thought and man is alone 
and minute and so insignificant, why didn't I listen to 
my mother? Why was I so eager to destroy? I shall 
return a hero, but am I? Will I ever be able to wash bis 
blood off my bands? 


JTV CHANNEL 2 WEEKLY PREVIEW 


Thursday, Dec. 2 Saturday, Dec. 4 


8:30 Family Matters 


Baker’s Dozen 

Karl is turning his home 
kitchen into a bee-hive. A 
new recipe for dessert is to 
be tried. 

9:10 Reasonable Doubts 


' Sister ; Can You Spare A 
Dime?' 


Maggie receives an unex- 
pected visitor. A brother 
who brings trouble with 
him. 

10:00 News In English 

10:20 Feature Film — Pack- 
in' It In 


Starring: Richard Benjamin 
and Paula Prentiss 


A light comedy about an 
American family that runs 
from the busy city life to an 
isolated area in the woods. 
Would the family find peace 
of mind there? 


Friday, Dec. 3 


8:30 E.N.G 


Final Cut 

It takes Adam two more 
mistakes in reporting two 
hot stories to prove his 
search for “ sensational 
news" is unprofessional. 


9:30 Faces And Places 
10:00 News In English 
10:20 Tbe Alien Yeans 


8’30 Tbe Fanelli Boys 


More visitors from abroad 
are here to stay with the 
Fanellis. This time it's 
Dominique , Father Ange- 
lo’s brother. 


9:00 Da Beat's On 

9t30 Perspective 

10:00 News In English 

10:20 Feature Film — Tbe 
Woman In Black 


Starring: Adrian Rawlins 


A routine legal assignment- 
turns into a horrific night- 
mare for a lawyer. His en- 
counters with the myste- 
rious figure, known as The 
Woman In Black changes 
the course of his life. 


Sunday, Dec. . 5 


8:30 You Bet Your Life 


This is your weekly date 
with laughter and entertain- 
ment. Host Bill Cosby gives 
away the Grand Prize of 
$10,000 to the winning con- 
testant. 


9:10 T hirtysometb mg 


Guns & Roses 


Nancy’s cancer is progres- 
sing... with negative effects 
on her physically and emo- 
tionally. However, she tries 
to cope with the fact that 
her days are limited. 


nedy, the truth come out: A 
mafia gang in Marseilles is 
behind the assassination of 
Kennedy. 


11:10 The Golden Palace 


Can't Stand Losing You 


Blanche is again medUng in 
other people's affairs; this 
time its Roland. Without 
him knowing, she invites his 
old girlfriend, Tresba, to 
the Golden Palace. 


Monday, Dec. 6 


8:30 Delta 


11:10 Mind Your Language 10:00 News In English 


The Examination 


Mr. Brown's students know 
all about cheating in class. 
They prove experts in the 
field when another teacher 
comes to supervise the ex- 
amination. 


10:20 The Men Who Killed 
Kennedy 


The Forces Of Darkness 


After twenty- five years of 
secrecy . shrouding ' the case 
of Who Killed J.F. Ken- 


Road Trip 


Delta and her friend are off 
to Washington to attend a 
convention where country 
singer Tanya Tucker will 
perform; hut on the way 
many unexpected things 
happen. 


9:10 The Home Of Eliott 


The two sister’s ongoing 
arguments over how to run 
the business get deeper, 
causing a rift between 
them... Evie thinks its time 
to move out. 


10:00 News Li English 
10:20 The Guilty 

A case of blackmail where 
the parties involved, find 
out that the relationship be- 
tween them is more compli- 
cated than assumed. 


11:10 The Sleeping Beauty 

The Spell 

You are invited to the bal - 
/room performance of The 
Sleeping Beauty , p er - 
tormedby the Leningrad 
Ballet Company. 


Tuesday, Dec. 7 


8-J30 Night Court 


Dan's Operation 

Dan is admitted to hospital 
for an ulcer treatment; hut 
the hospital is definitely not 
the place to be. 


9:10 Brand New Life 


Private School 

Christy goes to a private 
school 


10:00 News In English 
11:20 From Tbe Classics — 

Biography: Vivien Leigh —■ 
Scarlet And Beyond. 

A documentary about the 
life of Vivien Leigh , he# 
upbringing in England her J; 
moving to Hollywood 
where she starred in many 
famous motion pictures, in- 
cluding Gone Wirh The 
Wind, before dying of TB in . 
1967. The host on the prog- 
ramme is actress /erica 
Lange. 


Wednesday, Dec. 8 

8&0 Too Close For Comfort ^ 

‘The Cosmic Cow Vs 
Oval Office Y 

In his latest edition of The > 
Cosmic Cow, Henry seems 
to have insulted the Oval 
Office. He’s been asked to \ 
apologise or else he 7/ be . ' 


9:10 Ocean World ’ 

10:00 News In Eng/lsb 

10:20 Till Murder Do Os \ 
Part 

Starring: Merdith Baxter , 
and Stephen Coffins 

A hysterical wife resorts fdli 
a double murder as t/W . 
price for a marriage thtt3 
was broken after axtetf^ 
years. • 
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After stellar year, Hollywood plans to be even busier 


i t 


By Francois Robert 

Agence France Presse 

LOS ANGELES — 
Boosted by this year's 
blockbusters , Hollywood 
studios have a slew of 
movies in the pipeline to 
cash in on strong domestic 
and foreign ticket sales. 

Disney Studios, associ- 
ated with Touchstone Pic- 
tures and Hollywood Pic- 
tures. have announced they 
will release 40 films in 1994, 
up from 26 this year and 23 
last year. 

Warner Brothers will re- 
lease between 30 and 35 
movies, and maybe even 
more, said spokeswoman 
Juliana Olinka. The studio 
brought out 25 in 1993 and 
14 in 1992. 

Paramount says it will re- 




^ 7 . ’ *»; 


lease 15 movies next year, 
one more than in 1993. “We 
hope to have more, " a stu- 
dio spokesman said. "I 
think the demand is higher. 
It's also the end of" the 
recession in the United 
States. “ 

“We have had a very 
good year with a lot of 
blockbusters he added. 

Warner Brothers’ box 
office revenue shot up from 
$602 million in 1991 to $876 
million. The company ex- 
pects to bring in more than 
$1 billion this year. 

Indeed, 1993 has been 
the year of the blockbuster. 
Warner Brothers’ The Fugi- 
tive with Harrison Ford sold 
$ 179 million in tickets in 
tins country. 

Universal Studios' Juras- 
sic Park, the dinosaur thril- 


rottuuvuiu soya u wm re- sic raric, the dinosaur tbni- 


ler directed by Steven Spiel- 
berg. set a box office record 
by bringing in more than 
$704 mulion, including fore- 
ign ticket sales , beating the 
$701 million that Spiel- 
berg’s E.T. has earned. 

video cassette rentals 
and sales are also keeping 
the cash registers ringing. 

U.S. fUm'studios released 
448 movies in 1991 and 484 
in 1992, according to the 
Motion Picture Association 
of America. No figures are 
available for this year. 

Among the movies ex- 
pected out in 1994 are a fair 
number of sequels, remakes 
and at least two traditional 
westerns. 

Twentieth Century Fox is 
makingTrue Lies , a remake 
of the French film La Total , 
starring Arnold Schwar- 


zenegger, it is due out in 
July. 

The westerns that will 
compete for movie-goers' 
attention are Wyatt Earp 
starring Kevin Costner and 
Maverick with Mel Gibson. 

Eddie Murphy is starring 
in Beverly Hills Cop 111 ana 
filming begins in September 
for Batman III. 

At entertainment data 
here, analyst Phil GarSnkel 
is expecting a sharp increase 
in the number of Holly- 
wood movies released in the 
next five years, not only 
because ticket sales a re up 
bur because mid-size stu- 
dios like MGM are beefing 
the number of movies 
ey make. 

MGM, where Frank 
Mancuso replaced Alan 
Ladd as president over the 


Z 


summer, has 25 movies in 
the works for next year. It 
made 11 in 1993. 

Smaller studios like 
Gramercy Pictures, associ- 
ated with Polygram and 
Universal, also have more 
pictures in the pipeline for 
next year. Savoy, another 
small studio , plans to put 
out 12 movies next year and 
23 in 1995. 

“We expect foreign 
' growth to continue to be 
much more dynamic than 
domestic growth.” said 
analyst Dave Davis of Paul 
Kagan Associates Inc. Tick- 
et sales abroad brought in 
45 per cent of the $14.6 
billion in revenues from 
Hollywood films. That 
proportion is expected to 
rise to more than 50 per 
cent in 2000. 



Harrison Ford in The Fugitive 






Phil Collins hates ivory tower image 




By Dean Goodman 
Renter 

WEST HOLLYWOOD ^ 
California — PhU Collins is 
i: mad. 

It has just been suggested 
;• to the normally imperturb- 
able pop star that people 
may doubt the sincerity of 
hi s socially relevant songs 
because, like most enter- 
; tamers, he is isolated from 
the real world. 

The grin , which seems 
glued to bis cherubic 
countenance, vanishe s and 
Collins spotters as he sur- 
veys bis hotel suite looking 
for the words to match his 
reddening face. 

“It realty makes me mad r - 
this thought . that I live in 
an... ivory tower. It really 


does make me mad,* 9 he 
said during a recent encoun- 
ter with Reuters. 

“If there was a box with 
all of these rock stars and 
the bottom fell out, I*d be 
the Gist out” 

The 42-year-old is soon 
on a roll as he relates how 
he tries to live a totally 
normal life with his second 
wife and their pre-school 
daughter in the English 
countryside. 

“In England I drive my- 
self to the supermarket.. I 
go push the cart around as a' 
norma/ person, but when it 
comes to paying the money 
it doesn’t matter how much 
it costs. — 

“That’s when I stop 
normal, but at least I 
the cart around the super- 


market. So I try my best, 
y*know what I mean?** 

Indeed Collins in widely 
regarded as a good, hard- 
working bloke: “Mr Nice 
Guy** as he terms it. His 
easy-listening tones like 
One More Night and 
Against All Odds became 
radio staples, and he often 
pokes fun at hims elf in his 
videos. 

The only jproblem is that 
when he writes a tune with a 
twist, Hke Another Day In 
Paradise, which dealt with 
the homeless problem and 
won him the 1990 Grammy 
for record of the year, be 
considers that people don’t 
Jake Jum seriously. 


He is resigned to the fact 
that he is gomg to spend the 
rest of his career weighed 


down by “baggage** from 
his 23-year membership of 
art-rock band Generis and 
from bis solo outings — 
both of which manage to 
arouse critical indifference 
and sales in the millions . 

“If Neil Young wrote 
Another Day..., it would 
appear differently, the 
sentiment would not be viewed the 
same way. Because I do it, I 
tend to fall into the 
‘ couldn’t possibly be se- 
rious 1 ' category, Collins 
says. 

“It bothers me that peo- 
ple misunderstand and 
don’t give me at least some 
credit for having some kind 
of intelligence. (Yet) in the 
~~^same way that I have about 
the grateful dead, people 
have made their minds up 
about me. There’s nothing I 


can do about it.” 

Collins is building up the 
defences because bis latest 
album “both sides” (Atlan- 
tic) leads off with a song 
that suggests that the boons 
who hang out in the ghet- 
toes cannot be blamed for 
the violence that they bring 
upon others. 

Collins wrote Both Sides 
Of T he Story, which is the 
first angle, after seeing the 
movie Grand Canyon 
where a white professional’s 
car breaks down in a seedy 
area of Los Angeles and he 
almost gets done in by some 
locals. 

In the song, Collins’s 
ghetto kid character mugs 
the white stranger and tew 
him that be carries a gun so 
that be can get respect from 


the pe 
usually 


teople who would 
brush h im off. 

And C ollins chim es in 
with the refrain, “we always 
need to hear both sides of 
the story.” 

By way of explanation be 
says society has to take the 
borne for urban decay, but 
instead chooses to ignore 
what is happening. So when 
“ this fat businessman ” 
strays into an area that he 
never knew existed, it’s 
perhaps understandable 
that he should come to 
grief. 

This apparent political 
correctness leads to the pop 
star bubble argument, atm 
it emerges the song was 
going to be the 
Jar way: How victims of a 
rotten relationship need to 


see the point of view of the 
aggressor. 

CoWns believes the rest of 
the album is actually more 
important because it con- 
tains stark, introspective 
love songs where be takes 
stock of the first half of his fife 
and ponders the chances be 
didn’t take, the goals he 
missed. 

. Another song. We Wait 
And We Wonder, deals 
with the sectarian violence 
in Northern Ireland and 
wonders what it will take 
for the factions to make 
their peace. 

Collins appreciates that 
the public should be sceptic- 
al of sanctimonious rock 
stars, and be certainty 
doesn't want to get on the 
soapbox. 


. “What I’m doing. I’m 
saying, \ excuse me, * this 
bothers me, doers it bother 


anybody else? If it bothers 
anybody else, let's all put 
our houses in order. If I'm 


the only one then you carry 
on. ”* 

In short it’s a downbeat 
album devoid of any horns 
' or raunchy licks, and he 
suggests his commercial for- 
tunes may decline after the 
huge success of more up- 
beat fare like No Jacket 
Required (1985) and his last 
studio album... But 
Seriously (1989). 

Perhaps it represents the 
new Phil Collins? 

*Tve been telling people 
I’m not so nice tor years 
now, (but) they don r t be- 
lieve me/* he says with a 
grin. 
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The kids love Mickey, but it’s an investor’s haunted mansion 
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By Christopher Bums 
The Associated Press 

MARNE-LA-VALLEE. 
France — Euro Disneyland 
is a white-knuckle ride for 
everyone: The kids dazzled 
by the Magic Kingdom, re- 
cession-plagued parents and 
investors facing heavy los- 
ses from the troubled park. 

While rumours of in- 
solvency cause its stock to 
seesaw, talks between Cali- 
fornia's Walt Disney Co., 
the French Euro Disney 
Group and about 60 banks 
that hold its debt are to 
produce a restructuring 
agreement by spring. 

Or else... 

For the investors — in- 
cluding small shareholders 
— that suspense is the 
park’s real rough ride. 

Euro Disneyland opened 
in April 1992 at a cos# of $4 ■ 
billion. Despite efforts to 
cut costs ana boost revenue, 
it lost more than $900 mil- 
lion in the fiscal year ending 
Sept. 30. 

Ironically, the troubles 
exist despite the fact that 
the park is Europe's No. 1 
tourist attraction. 

“Yes, we'd come back. 
We love it,” said a dozen 


young, 

Mickey 


squeaiing French 
tickey fans in unison, pil- 
ing out of the haunted man- 
sion and scampering toward 
the Indiana Jones and the 
Temple of Peril thrill ride. 

“The special effects were 
great,”' said Jean Johann, 
13. still wide-eyed and en- 
thusiastic on bis fourth trip 
to the park, sparkling bril- 
liantly in the autumn sun- 
shine 18 miles east of Paris. 

More than 17 million visi- 
tors have visited Euro Dis- 
neyland since it opened. 
Chronic rain in France 
doesn't seem to scare them 
away. 

So why is the Euro Dis- 
ney Group more than S3.4 bfflion 
in the hole and still hemor- 
rhaging? 

The problem lies with 
what the customers do after 
they pass through the ticket 
booths. 

Unemployment averag- 
ing over 10 per cent across 
Europe, a strong franc mak- 
ing ft more expensive for 
many tourists from weaker- 
curfency nations, and re- 
latively high prices have cut' 
into revenue. 

Parents are mostly pok- 
ing at the $16 T-shirts. The 
fixed-price menu at 


Frontierland's Silver Spur 
Steakhouse and other up- 
scale eateries had few tak- 
ers, while the fast food 
joints were jammed. Euro 
Disney admits its six hotels 
have been barely half full 
tbepast year. 

The company had hoped 
to sell some of those hotels, 
but a real estate collapse 
turned them into white 
Dumbos for the moment. 

As a result, admission to 
the park , normally $43 for 
adults and $30 for children, 
has been cut to $30 and $22 
in the off-season. Adults 
pay $30 at California's Dis- 
neyland in the busy season. 

Starring in January, the 
rate for the cheapest hotel 
rooms is being cut from $80 
to $54 per night for four 
people. 

Euro Disney also plans to 
cut 950 jobs from its 11.000- 
strong work force and slow 
down some of its expansion 
plans, though it still plans 
next year to add four attrac- 
tions to the existing 35. 

In the company's recent 
financial report. Philippe 
Bourguignon, chairman of 
the Euro Disney Group , 
said if a financial restructur- 
ing isn't completed, the 
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company may run out of 
money to pay operating ex- 
penses. 

The report sent the stock 
plunging past its already 
low levels. Topping out at 
about $28 per share one 
month before the park 
opened, Euro Disney stock 
fell to as low as $4 last week 
before dosing up last Friday 
at $5.32. 

British and French press 
reports that Walt Disney 
was threatening to walk 
away from the park have 
sparked stock selloffs. 

“We have made no allu- 
sion to any kind of threat.” 
Walt Disney spokesman 
Tom Deegan said in a tele- 
phone interview from Bur- 


pnont 

bank. 


The stock was also driven 
down because of expecta- 
tions that the restructuring 
deal will include an offer to 
banks to trade existing debt 
for stock or new debt that is 
convertible into stock. That 
would dilute the existing 
shares. 

Walt Disney Co., which 
owns 49 per cent of the 
Euro Disney's stock, has 
agreed thus far to pump 



; M.KAHIL 


$350 million into the park 
until the restructuring. 1 Tie 
question is how much more 
the U.S. company is pre- 


pared to pay. 

Walt Disney 
lose financially 


has less to 
than the 


banks that hold the lion's 
share of the debt. That isn 't 
its only concern , analysts 
say. 

“It would be a disaster to 
let the park close down be- 
cause it would be very de- 


trimental to the brand im- 
age in Europe , ” said David 
Harrington with James 


a pel 
Des, 


Respite historic concerns 
about American influence 
on French culrure. French 


officials are unabashi 
cheerleaders for the par 
Last week. Paris soug 
to, boost Mickey's image , 
having him turn on ti 
Christmas lights along ri 
Champs-Elysees. 
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Kirov boss dances to his own tune to keep theatre on its feet 
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By DavM IJunggren 

Reuter 

STPE77-RSBURG, Russia 
— Out front, Famk Ruzy- 
matov, one of Russia ’s 
finest ballet dancers, draws 
storms of applause from the 
autfienceasne whirls across 
the stage. ' 

Behind the scenes at St 
Petersburg’s Mariinsky 
Theatre, the footwork of 
dire&or Anatoly Markov is 
almost as impressive as he 
fights to keep the show on 
in the face of economic 
crisis. 

. ; “Any theatre in this posi- 
tion has two chokes, ft can 
either -sbnpf y maintain the 
old repertoire and extend a 
begging haad to sponsors,” 


be said in an interview. 

“Or yon can juggle the 
finances and keep on 
trying to put on new per- 
formances. This is our path. 
We can’t expect the state to 
help us because it can’t 
afford to.” . 

The collapse of the Soviet 
Union prompted the 
theatre, better known in the 
West as the Kirov, to revert 
to the original pre-Soviet 
name of Manmsky. 

Founded in 1782 on the 
orders of Catherine the 
Great when St Petersburg 
was Russia’s capital, the 
Mariinsky consists of two 
separate companies — the 
ballet and the opera. Mos- 
cow’s Bolshoi ballet was 
founded in 1825. 


Maikov divides his time 
between looking for new 
ways of meeting the often 
exorbitant cost of perform- 
ances while trying to per- 
suade bis stars not to leave 
for trig salaries in the West. 

“We have severe finan- 
cial problems which inter- 
fere with our creative work. 
There are many vital things 
we need for our perform- 
ances which we can’t buy, ” 
he complained. 

7be state will give the 
theatre one billion roubles 
($850,000) in subsidies this 
year, a quarter of what Mai- 
kov needs and barely 
enough to cover baste 
salaries. 

“Even this money arrives 
very unevenly , with major 


delays. Only today are we 
starting to pay off debts we 
should have met in April, ” 


he said. 

“We can survive our diffi- 
culties because we believe 
in the theatre. But to do 
that we have to be world 
class. We don’t want to say 
‘we’re poor, we’re poor. 
Yes, we’re poor, but we’re 
proud. ” 

Almost inevitably, he has 
bad to look abroad for 
money. 

Staging performances 
with theatres around the 
world, such as London’s 
Govern Garden Opera House. can 
halve production costs. He 
helped devise an innovative 
agreement with the San 
Francisco Opera over the 


staging of Boris Gudooov. 

y ‘Some of our singers 
performed in their produc- 
tion, and in exchange they 
offered us the choice of 
their scenery. 

“This helps us a lot... . 
We put on eight new pieces 
last year, the Bolshoi just 
one/ he said with a smile. 

The more performances 
of opera and ballet, the 
greater the income from 
foreign television com- 
panies for recording rights. 

The ballet, which has 
been travelling the world 
for 20 years, is in great 
demand abroad — later this 
month it will four South 
Korea and Japan for four 
weeks. 

“It’s easier to send the 


ballet because it’s cheaper 
to stage and the income 
Bows into the theatre. All 
the earnings from the opera 
are spent on putting on the 
pieces,” Maikov said. 

Time and time again , the 
director’s conversation re- 
turned to money. 

“My main regret is that 
we can’t pay the artists what 
they deserve. Tbisisagreat 
problem for us,” he said. 

The best-paid stars re- 
ceive just 100,000 roubles 
($85) a month, a fraction of 
what they could earn from a 
single performance in a 
leading theatre abroad. 

Maikov, uncomfortably 
aware of the exodus of stars 
from the Bolshoi to the 
West, has worked. out a 


to prevent his stars 


The Mariinsky , , unlike 
the Bolshoi, takes a sym- 
pathetic approach towards a 
star invited to work abroad, 
allowing him or her to go as 
long as they sign a contract 
agreeing to zetup i. ^ 

“This system allows us to 
keep the team together vir- 
tually without loss..., .it is 
not always conyenient.for 
the theatre, but otherwise 
we would lose them fore- 
ver,” Maikov said. r 

One or two stars are away 
for long periods, such as 
opera singer Sergei Leifer- 
kus, who has been at Go- 
vent Garden for four years. 

He has an agreement 


with the Mariinsky to ret 
every year to St Petersh 
to smg and also whe nevi 
performance is bei 
filmed. He will Oy a 
where in the world to j 
the company when it 
touring. 

“We have started to 
abroad more — we haw 
give, our performers 
chance to earn a Irvin 
said Maikov, admitting , 
was a disappointment 
the St Petersburg ai 
ence. 

“But we have two ct 
parties, one we can a 
abroad and one we 
keep at home. The yo\ 
ones stay here and get 
chance to play lead 
roles.” 
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Albs- infected haemophiliacs hope scandal will open purses 


By Michael 

Reuter 


BONN — For German de- 
ntist Rainer Grate, life-sav- 
in g treatment for 
haemophilia in the early 
1980s turned out to be a 
death sentence „ . 

Like 1,835 other 
haemophiliacs, who use 
blood-based clotting agents 
to prevent chronic meeting. 
Dr, Grote was igfe&ed with 
the AIDS virus Z B&oilgh 
HIV-tainted plasma before 
the government introduced 
mandatory screening of 
bloOd inJ985. . . 

Dr. Grote , 36, ; %a» lived 
with HIV for eight years. “J 
can expect to live W years 
with the virus. Once AIDS 
strikes , I have at most 
another 18 months left,” he 
said. 


For nearly a decade, the 
haemophiliacs . have been 
forgotten or ignored. Like 
Dr. Grote , hundreds have 
been unable to practise 
their professions. Some 
have been forced into near- 
poverty. 

"Many sufferers have fal- 
len through the social safety 
net. Families are affected, 
wives are infected." said 
Dr ■„ Grote, whose own rela- 
tionship broke up under the 
strain of the infection. 

It has taken nationwide 
hysteria and alarm over 
allegatiqns of corporate 
skulduggery in the. blood 
business to bring, the plight 
of the haemophiliacs into 
the open. 

Few are likely to benefit 
from the attention as the 
pharmaceutical industry's 


insurers have refused to 
join in the new-found com- 
passion that has grown out 
of a realisation that AIDS 
acquired immune deficiency 
syndrome, can afflict 
anyone. 

Millions of people who 
once dismissed AIDS as a 
curse affecting homosexuals 
and drug addicts are 
wondering if they them- 
selves may have unwittingly 
caught the deadly virus 
from routine hospital op- 
erations or blood transfu- 
sions. . 

Foils suggest 12 million 
people want to take an 
AIDS test after three phar- 
maceutical firms were 
closed down over suspicions 
that greed for profits led 
them to screen only a por- 
tion of their products. 

“ What does it cost to test 


Woo'd for AIDS? Twenty- 
five marks ($14.7)? They 
kill people for 25 marks?” 
A Bonn taxi driver asked, 
echoing the anger felt 
thoughout Germany. 

The clamour has spurred 
the government to acknow- 
ledge the tragedy of its 
dying haemophiliacs. 

Health Minister Horst 
Seehofer. spurred by public 
disgust has vowed to clear 
up the 1980s "catastrophe" 
and has set up a fund to pay 
haemophiliacs a monthly 
pension. 

Under the scheme, those 
with . the human im- 
munodeficiency virus 
(HtV) will receive 1,000 
marks ($590) a month. 
Those with full-blown 
AIDS will receive twice as 
much. 

For 400 haemophiliacs. 


Mr. Seehofer’s offer is too 
late — they are already 
dead. 

For those still clinging to 
life, it is too little? They 
want lump sum payments of 
300.000 marks ($177,000) 
and cite the S400.000 paid 
per victim in France to sup- 
port their claim. 

"Seehofer 's plan is a step 
in the right direction, but 
its not enough. The month- 
ly payments just cover the 
rent for a family of four." 
said Dr, Grote. now 
spokesman for the 
haemophilia interest group. 

"We must find a way ro 
secure the future of the 
dependants." agreed Ger- 
man Haemophilia Society's 
Klaus Poek. 

Mr. Seehofer has said he 
is in favour of adequate 
compensation, insisting that 


additional funds should 
come from the industry re- 
sponsible for infecting the 
haemophiliacs in the first 

place.. . . 

To add insult to injury’, 
the industry's insurers have 
refused to take part in Mr. 
Seehofer’s compensation 
scheme. 

In . 19SS. away from the 
glare of public ’ attention, 
"the insurers quietly offered 
1.350 infected haemophi- 
liacs an average 60.000 
marks ($35,300) in unoffi- 
cial compensation. 

"It was nothing for a 
ruined life." said Dr. 
Grote. But they said if we 
took them to court and 
made the issue public, we 
would never get a thing. 
Court cases would have 
lasted years and the insurers 
knew the AIDS sufferers 


couldn't last that long." 

A lucky few were paid as 
much as 500.000 marks 
($290,000). The lowest pay- 
ment was 5.000 marks — to 
buy a coffin and cover bu- 
rial costs. 

"They beat their chests 
and say. we've paid U P* 
complained Mr. Poek at the 
insurers’ dismissal of the 
renewed culls for com- 
pensation. "It seems quite a 
cold-blooded industry. 

"You can't call us cold- 
blooded," countered Ekke- 
hard Mctzdorf of the Ger- 
man Liability Insurers 
Association. " Legally , we 
didn't have to pay in 19S8 
and it was npt a question of 
guilt and damages." 

Mr. Seehofer’s ministry is 
looking at way's to help 
A lDS rictims pursue court 
cases against pnarmaceutic- 
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al firms and insurers. 

Many of those who re- 
ceived', payments in the 
1980s signed agreements 
not to pursue the matter 
further. . 

Mr. Mctzdorf Said the in- 
surers would consider 
claims from infections alter 
screening was introduced in 
1985. that is, Hahns arising 
from, the current scandal. 
“We expect to have ro pay 
up. even if criminal practice 
is established*?) 

So far. only about 40 such 
cases have been I dentified . 

Dr. Grote acknowledged 
that the insurers ' strategy 
made commercial sense. 
"The longer it takes for the 
compensation issue to .be. 
tackled, the fewer win be 
the number of h&emophi- 
liacs left alive to benefit, " 
he said. 
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AIDS spiral raises rights issues in China 


By Andh-w «Mlfe 

Reuter: , t y 

BEIJING — For pitta the 
slow click of ' the abacus on 
China's AIDS count Was a 
comfort to health officials 
who felt the fraritffe most 
populous country was 
'escaping a World-Wide 
epidemic. 

Isolated cases of I n fec t i on 
in overseas visitors. mt local 
drug users, were etkefuBy 
listed and 5fed,wMfc the 
public was bebevtti safe 
from what is stiff seen as a 
foreigner's disease ; ■ 

The abacus tun Been 
clicking faster in Ueeent 
months and. the dbffct of 
Chinese infections h» be- 
gun the harrowing t&nb 
seen in other parts the 
world. 

Beijing is oowihettLig a 
coordinated set nf ffdSoes 
to tight the acqmtd.'im- 
mutie deficiency apndtume 
coiffwWMog a 
m sex, and 

prostitution which earlier 
^rations of Gonttnonist 
believed they had 
wiped out. 


(AIDS}' 
boom h 
prostitu 
gcnerati 
leaders 


"Our government's basic 
attitude toward AIDS is not 
to be afraid of the disease 
but not to relax our guard, ” 
'said Zou Ping , a cabinet 
official overseeing a new 
government report on the 
AIDS threat to China. “We 
wUl try our best to keep 
abreast of new develop- 
ments. ” 

AIDS is more than a pub- 
lb health problem for Beij- 
ing. Values on sexual 
morality, narcotics abuse 
and even h uman rights are 
being called into question as 
officials argue over the right 
approach to a disease made 
worse as economic reforms 
open China to the outside 
world. 

Overseas AIDS experts 
say China must mount a 
large campaign to educate 
people and reach high-risk 
groups with information 
other than the threat of 
punishment. 

“They shouldn't he Took - " 
mg at the numbers. Forget 
the numbers said one 
foreign AIDS expert who 
has made his own indepen- 
dent analysis of China's 


AIDS situation. 

“ They should be looking 
at the people who are in- 
fected, ana the fact that so 
far the disease has been 
increasing almost geometri- 
cally." 

The question is whether 
Beijing can muster the cour- 
age to deal with “feudalistic 
evils" like prostitution in 
any way other than by 
trying to stamp them out. 
The foreign expert says this 
would drive AIDS under- 
ground and dramatically in- 
crease the risk. 

Chinese officials met in 
Beijing recently with spe- 
cialists from the World 
Health Organisation 
1 and the United Na- 


tions Development Prog- 
ramme to review China's 
first three-year plan against 
AIDS which expires this 
year. 

China's early actions 
against AIDS were praised 
as a model of government 
foresight After registering 
its first case in 1985, Beijing 
swiftly set up a National 
AIDS Committee and be- 
gan widespread screening of 


high-risk groups like 
homosexuals, drug abusers 
and prostitutes. 

A special danger zone — 
Yunnan province which 
borders the drug-producing 
Golden Triangle region — 
was identified and pr o gram - 
mes were set up to fight 
rising rates of HIV infection 
among local drug users, 
mostly farmers. 

HIV, or human im- 
munodeficiency virus, is the 
agent that causes AIDS. 

Reports of AIDS de- 
vastation in other countries, 
ranging from the United 
States to Thailand to Tanza- 
nia, were interpreted in 
China as a sign of Sawed 
morality and poor social 
control. 

That easy confidence is 
now being undermined by 
new data that show Chin a 
may be close to an AIDS 
explosion. 

With more than 1,100 
confirmed cases of HTV in- 
fection, the incidence in 
China is still statistically 
minimal But shifting pat- 
terns of infection indicate 
the disease is moving from 


WEEKEND CROSSWORD 

■ K - ; - ■ v * 


FORESTRY 
By Robert LiebUcb 


ACROSS 

I Pcmdoy mineral 
5 Hay. eg ■» 
9 Chunk 

H m k rni pmpntl 
f7 Of ■ sktWcxvay 
M Vfonffy 

it r 


42 Tnldl song 
47 Muni 




70 Andrea del — 

71 Scowga 

72 Corporate tetters 
75 Proceeds wttn 


21 Andrew Jackson 
23 CarrmaJ treat 

25 im ms hg a bore 

26 Beer ngredm* 

29 Mora sapMM 
29Govt.org. 

30 Som dapaw 

31 fmpedraent • 

32 Meddle 
OSMsMdoy 

37 Brings to a wop 
4i Foottal shape 


DOWN 

1 Tessera 

2 Former — day 

3 Wo w*S "%ora«xf 
on hfen 

4 Branwte 

5 Smutted 
9 Beloved ol 

Psyche 
7 FoUowm ol 
chanot or pn>M 

9 Certain 
cormnites 

9 Convnandnwnt 
word 

10 Vocations 

f 1 Capp or Rooney 
12 Ottoman go vernor 
■3 Seek ambitiously 

14 Cartographer's 
output 

15 Eye lascmataiy 
10 Vatonaw 



76 Fruity ! 

79 Shade ol blue 

80 Henry mil's 
wife 

81 Place to dry 

92 ware cay 

84 Taken easy 

85 Gehrig 

86 He debuted n 
"On me 
Waterfront " 

90 Neighbor of Sash. 

91 House pets 

93 Comte Johnson 
941 


96 Devoured 

97 Cash, Inventory, 
etc. 

99 — and don'ts 
100 Pack away 

103 Cascade peek 

104 Cuts mo 
109 Fountain treat 
111 ConnecnoA 

landmark 

113 Top-notch 

114 Soveregn 

115 Crimp 
118 Hazardous 

117 Stepped on 

118 Young or old 


17 IMP 

t9SonwMng very 


22 Rough Wows 
24 Knowledgeable 
27 Cartooned Pete 
30 Itilacled try a 


3i Ho m an cay 
3?9a«*ra 


34 Oman beat 
3> D * H y 
37tfc*er 
NtMmtark 

39 Ware farm 

40 Urn Mi 

43 Speak one's mind 

44 When hub 

■45 mo. as a lawn 
48 Teem - 
51 Oveheraotera 


S3 Alpine name 
S5 Rnd out 
58 Topol flm heap 

57 Sutler 

58 Certain beam 
61 Actwrant: suff. 

63 George's veep 

65 Mess. a*. 

66 lam oral. 

67 Horse blanket 

68 Teadxng toot 

69 He's home 

70 Waterborne sand 

71 Designer Hugo 

73 Status m sooety 

74 WoddbigsHe 

76 Evergreens 

77 Narratives 
79 Unwritten 
81 ~QlU*n — - 
93 Customs duty 

98 Measuring device 


119 ReNgkxm 

Jurtsdfcttans 

120 Henn's head 


B7 Former Egyptian 
pnssMem 

88 Mavenck 

89 Onslaughts 

92 — and le a the re d 
95 SUM 

97 "—kittle Head- 

98 Brown taicon 

99 Daggers 

100 Fitzgerald lone 

101 Miswle 

102 Wkw: pref 

103 StubOy U4 

104 Actor Ctark 

105 Toledo's 
waterfront 

106 Price 

107 Accept 

108 Rnniment 

HO Calendar spans: 

112 Move m 



Last Week's Cryptograms 

1. Yon can rind very few words which have five consecutive consonants. 

2. Most local c a n d i d ates who are elected with write-in votes have short 


OiagismksM 

19 a 17, By Craig Scfawlt* 


ACROSS 
i Under any 
cvcumsta rices 
5 Run smoothly 

10 Craziness 

11 Place lor sports 
events 

12 — Peak 

13 Provide tood 

14 Bin 

15 Ingress 
18 Timepiece 

IBBuSfa 

21 Convex tnoktnga 

22 Expunged 

25 Pertaining to heat 
28 WBidrew 

32 Angola's capital 

33 Exdaniatioiia of 

ihgnf 

34 Pracflce boxing 

35 Pak! notices 
38 Check receiver 

38 Got a 

Secret" 

39 Water vapor 

41 Favorable 
criticism 

42 "1 — teH a ke“ 
45 Baa sport 

47 Mediterranean 

4fi ?aho up 
49 Rwers. Sp. 

50 Nightame amre. 
lor short 

51 Snger John 

53 Comedian Mandei 
55 Thoughts 

60 Have — (erfoy) 

61 Notnxig 

62 Army posts 

S3 Muse of poetry 
84 Goil gadflSQ 
65 ThX* 

DOWN 

1 Elec, units 

2 Follow closely 

3 Seiner Paul — 

4 legs! hotting 

5 Authontsbvft 
Statement 

8 French money 

7 cavoat emptor 

8 LoflapaKxua 

9 On one's guard 
11 Containing 

■inegar 

17 Sang for a prtma 
donna 
IB Raquasts 
rewy — Wfflbms 
20 Chances 

24 Fate compassion 

25 Hcrid 8gMy 
. 28 Sauna 

27 Cowboy's rape 
2* the* 

30 Uketne most 

31 Guitar ridges 
38 El — . Taxis 
37 Sane firmly 

40 Box In 

41 singer Diana 

42 Mum of history 

43 Suffered {peat 
angurnn 

44 Yugoslavian city 
48 Presidential 

47 Workers' 
cooperatives 

52 Tunes 

53 Handle o< a 
weapon 

54Musfcd 

Instrument 

56 Desperately 
urgent 

57 Vigorous spirit 

58 Does something 

59 Oxford or bragan 


3. ir marriages are formed la heaven, very many seem to get damaged i 
they hit Mother Earth. 

4. Fact: He who would slice fudge with a sledge gets sludge. 


CR YPTOGB AMS 

1. MNLOKP4. CVGQPJ QHGRNF QNLOKP H 

MFHLOKP NO HRV PN HQQLHOV KGQ RNIO 
RGIOVFGIO PKGFQP. — By Rita Salvato 

2. ZDCEHXV SDYX QT7CK. SAL KQCHIITC 

CPXK DZZ KQFVT YAHOT CDYSL ECDYS 
LTOOK, “IPQ HQ DX," —By Duane FL McGogy 

3. MPDOCENDTA MPDOCENT SPFIAFD 

ARMANFEAR YCDNUTA Y OKECARED SMP 
RAAY 1CRYRADD. — By Eugene T. Maleska 

4. HYYM GUPFRUG PANN FUOTZL YEW FEZL 

RUOGAGHKEN S0ZWF OF PLY, LYP, PLOW. 
PLUG OGM PLUTU. — By Ed HudtDoeOe 


SOLUTIONS OF 
LAST WEEK'S PUZZLE 




relatively isolated peasant 
communities into big eftzes, 
transmitted via sexual con- 
tact and intravenous drug 
use. 

China's number of con- 
firmed HIV-positive cases 
has doubled each year for 
the past several years. 
Geographic distribution has 
also spread, moving from 
Yunnan to include 21 of the 
30 provinces, major cities 
ana special economic zones. 

The number of cases 
spread by sexual contact 
jumped to 20 per cent of the 
total in 1992 compared with 
only 10 per cent in 1991. 
The first few cases of 
Chinese-to-Chinese sexual 
transmission have been re- 


corded, with highly mobile 
workers like truck drivers 
and salespeople beginning 
to test positive. 

Data on other sexually 
transmitted diseases , in- 
cluding syphilis and gonor- 
rhoea, provide alarming 
models of the possible prog-1 
ression of an epidemic: 
Officially reported STD 
cases rose from a mere 48 in 
1980 to more than 400,000 
in 1992. 

With both commercial 
sex and drug abuse still sub- 
ject to severe punishment 
and homosexuality hardly 
acknowledged, there has 
been little talk of how to 
reach risk populations. 


The idea of promoting 
rights — be they medical or 
political — for gays, prosti- 
tutes and drug addicts is 
anathema to China's elderly 
leaders but may be unavoid- 
able if the AIDS threat is to 
be countered. 

Georg Petersen, WHO's 
top regional official for 
AiDS/HIV, told the review 
team this month that China 
most find a way to balance its 
political morality with 
reaching out to affected 
grows. 

"Prevention... means 
health education, both for 
the general public and for 
target groups at high risk , " 
Mr. Petersen said. “7 lie 
political commitment must 


stretch down at every level , 
from provinces to the cities 
to the countryside. " 

Mr. Zou said he expected 
the official AIDS report to 
be put to the cabinet by the 
end of the year. Its main 
elements would include a 
call for more coordination 
between various govern- 
ment departments and 
more anti-AIDS prop- 
aganda. 

Foreign experts hope 
Beijing will honour its 
promise to face the AIDS 
threat head-on. “ China is 
on the right road," Mr. 
Petersen said. "We aB hope 
that it wfiU stay on mat 
road. " 
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Cigarettes blamed as major : 

cause of 500,000 strokes in U.S. 

drag on a cigarette. 

. Some studies suggest 
the risk of a stroke rises 
while a person is smokingor 
immediately after," Dr. 
Manson said. 

Within minutes, smoking 
produces ch.inges in the 
blood that promote the 
formation of blood dots. 
Blood cells called Platelets 
become stickier, and levels 
of a dotting substance ad- 
led Fibrinogen rise. 

Those changes can in- 
crease the risk of a so-called 
Ischemic stroke, in which a 


By Paul Raeburn 

The Associated Press 

ATLANTA — A 10-year 
study of more than 22,000 
healthy male doctors found 
that smokers were twice as 
likely as nonsmokers to 
have strokes, which IriB or 
disable a half million Amer- 
icans each year. 

A separate study by the 
same researchers found that 
women survivors of heart 
attacks or strokes could cut 
their risks of father trouble 
by eating spinach, carrots 
and other fruits and veget- 
ables with Vitamins C, E 
and B-2 and Beta Carotene. 

Both studies were pre- 
sented recently at the 
annual meeting of the 
American Heart Associa- 
tion (AHA). 

7 he first study found that 
those who smoked less than 
a pack of dgarettes per day 
had 1.8 times the risk of 
nonsmokers; those who 
smoked more had 2.4 times 
the risk, said Dr. Joann 
Manson of Harvard Medic- 
al School. 

The study “ just re- 
emphasises the terrible pro- 
duct that tobacco is, ” said 
Dr. James Moller, the 
AHA' s president. "The 


American pubfic should de- 
mand some action in terms 
of more regulation. " 

The study provided good 
news for smokers who de- 
cide to quit. It found that 
former smokers' risk of 
strokes declined quickly af- 
ter they quit. Within a few 
years, former smokers’ risks 
were as low as those who 
had never smoked. 

“ Less is known about 
preventing strokes than pre- 
venting heart disease, so 
finding a modifiable risk 
factor is important,’' Dr. 
Manson said. 

In the study of vitamin- 
rich diets in women , the 
researchers found that 
those whose diet included 
the most Vitamins A and C 
and Beta Carotene had a 33 
per cent lower risk of heart 
attack and a 71 per cent 
lower risk of strokes, the 
researchers found. 

"A modification of diet 
may have a dramatic effect 
on subsequent risk of heart 
disease , ” even in women in 
their 60s who might think 
it's too late to cut their 
risks. Dr. Manson said. 

"The bottom line is it's 
never too late to eat more 
fruits and vegetables, ” she 
said. SpinacA and carrots 


are potent sources of anti- 
oxidants, and citrus hurts are 
good sources of Vitamin C. 

"These are exciting new 
observations," Dr. Moller 
said. He said the heart asso- 
ciation is awaiting more stu- 
dies before recommending 
specific vitamins. Eating 
more fruit and vegetables is 
a widely accepted recom- 
mendation. 

Dr. Manson said she and 
others are now evaluating 
whether vitamin pills lower 
risks as effectively as fruits 
and vegetables containing 
the vitamins. In the mean- 
time, she recommends that 
people get the vitamins in 
food, not pills. 

Beta Carotene, a precur- 
sor of Vitamin A, is found 
in carrots , spinach and 
broccoli. Vitamin B-2, or 
Riboflavin, and Vitamin E 
are found in green leafy 
vegetables. Vi tamin E is 
also found in nuts, milk and 
eggs, and Vitamin C is 
found primarily in citrus 
fruit. 

The stroke study did not 
address the question of how 
dgarettes raise the risk. But 
previous research suggests 
that part of the pwblem 
might be changes that occur 
immediately with the first 


clot interrupts blood supply 
to part of the brain , causing 
that part of the brain to die. 

But smoking also boosts 
blood pressure, increasing 
the risk of bleeding in the 
brain, which can also des- 
troy brain tissue. Dr. Man- 
son said. 

She has found the smok-. 
ing-stroke connection jp be 
helpful in counseling pa- 
tients to quit the habit. 

“ People are very afraid of 
strokes. Some see heart tfis- 
ease as a more painless, 
quiet pass-away-in-the- 
night kind of thing. Where- 
as strokes instill more fear 
about quality of life," Dr. 
Manson said. 
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Psychologists find condoms 
moro practical solution than vaccino 


WASHINGTON (AP) — 
The money and effort spent 
to develop a vaedne for 
AIDS could be better spent 
on treatment and inventing 
stronger, more user-friend- 
ly condoms, two psycholog- 
ists contend. 

"We have to consider 
cost effectiveness, " said 
Professor Paul Abramson 
of the University of Califor- 
nia at Los Angeles. “The 
current programme puts bil- 
lions of dollars into de- 
veloping a preventive vae- 
dne, while a device exists 
for HIV which is 98 per cent 
effective." 

AIDS, a contagious dis- 
ease that attacks the body’s 
immune system, is believed 
caused by an unusual vims 
called HIV, which is spread 
most commonly through 
contact with blood or with 


semen from infected per- 
sons. 

Prof. Abramson and 
graduate student Steven 
Pinkerton argue in a current 
■article that significant 
obstacles will remain even 
after an AIDS vaccine is 
developed. The article 
appears in the fall issue of 
the journal Evaluation Re- 
view and in a letter in the 
current issue of Science. 

"We reject the notion 
that vaccination is the sim- 
plest, safest and most effec- 
tive form of AIDS preven- 
tion," Mr. Pinkerton said. 
"Additional Funding for 
basic research, education 
and treatment, and the de- 
velopment of stronger, 
more comfortable and more 
pleasurable condoms 
would be safer and more 
cost-effective. " 


If condoms were 90 per 
cent effective in preventing 
riiv transmission . the 
psychologists contend, 90 
per cent of the population 
would have to be successful- 
ly vaccinated to gain the 
same benefit as if would 

from conscientious use of 
condoms. 


They argue that an A } 
vaccine would provide 
false sense of security 
cause many people wo 
believe, incorrectly, t 
they could not contract 
disease. Prof. Abram 
said influenza vaccines 
less than SO per cent efl 
five. 


SOLUTIONS 

(A) Making a century ' 

86+2+4+5+7 -1-3=100. 
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* * • 


(B) ANALINKS 

The letters of RAT and BEE make RE 
25s»te. 0/ SWAN •«> DEER 
Theaters of BEAR and GOAT note . 
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King: Amman — the capital of deep-rooted Arab thinking 



The following is the speech by 
His Majesty King Hussein at 
the Royal Staff and Command 


% 


College, Wednesday. Dec . I . 

.1993. ■ 


la the name of God, the 
Compassionate, the 
Mercinil 

Prayers and peace be upon 
the Loyal Arab Hashemite 
Prophet 

Dear graduating officers, 
hononred guests. 

Peace be upon you and 
God’s mercy and His bles- 


our origins, embody these 
obligations in honouring the 
message and the noble princi- 
ples of the revolt. We reiterate 
these principles again today, 
railing for iidity, freedom, 
democracy and respect for bu- 


yet open to other cultures and experiences 




the resolution in affirmation of 
the independence of the 
Palestinian decision and we 
never wavered in this commit- 
ment. Then, you are aware of 
the legal and administrative 
severance of ties with the West 


“We were also conscious that our nation 
bas got to appreciate these changes and 
pragmatically deal with them , in accord- 
ance with its own capabilities , potential , 
aims and the aspirations of its people , 
and their yeariiing to total freedom from 
backwardness, oppression and 
plundering. 99 


H. w 


lam proud and pleased to be 
here among you again this 
year, in this distinguished 
^military institution, which has 

e nlwnvs an mm 


always been an ever renewable 
source of contribution, sup- 
porting our valiant Arab 
forces, and the Aimed Forces 
of the nation, by training and 
graduating highly qualified 
■«n ; . military officers, in various 
■ • ; Cl military disciplines. Jordan is 
v proud that you are now among 
the elite who will assume posi- 
rp. dons of leadership, bearing the 
ty banners, in defence of the 
security of the homeland. This 
j, ; comes following your success- 
r \"' fol completion of all die re- 
• quirements of graduation, cou- 
pled with your awareness of 
i'. responsibilities and fealty. If 
. there is another reason for my 
> ik pride in this academy, it is that, 
every year in which I gradu- 
ated a new group of officers, 
■ > we had among them, officers 
: r |Tfrom Arab ana friendh 


"w i 
H v -.v 


or 

U.l 


trom Arab and tnendly coun- 
tries, who chose to be here, in 
appreciation of this academy, 
of our courageous Armed 
Forces and the nigh standards 
of training and education, 
which are consistent with mod- 
ernity achieved in our military 
academies. 

As I congratulate you on 
your success and distinction, 
and on the knowledge and new 
experiences you have ac- 
quired, I extend my sincere 
thanks and appreciation to the 
commanders of this academy, 
be they: instructor ox ~ J ® 
irators, - for their continuous 
hard work and excellent per- 
formance. 


man rights. The third issue is 
that this world has changed. 
The last few years have wit- 
nessed the collapse of regimes, 
the tearing apart of countries, 
civil wars as well as famine. We 
were conscious that the world 
was witnessing deep changes, 
at the political, economic, so- 
cial ana intellectual levels. We 
were also conscious that our 
nation has got to appreciate 
these changes and pragmatical- 
ly deal with them, in accord- 
ance with its own capabilities, 
potential, aims and the aspira- 
tions of its people, and their 
yeanling to total freedom from 
backwardness, oppression and 
-plundering. Otherwise, our na- 
tion will remain incapable of 
confronting these challenges if 
its leaders do not work lor a 
rebuilding of the new Arab 
order, in a. new spirit, bypas- 
sing the differences, divisions 
ana estrangements which have 
beset inter-Arab relations in 
the past. Everyone must over- 
look .the wounds left over by 
the Gulf war, as well as various 
splits and fissures. This can 
only materialise if we all take a 
brotherly and forgiving atti- 
tude and explore the chal- 
lenges of the future, which 
obhgates us to be united, aim 
in aim, so that our nation can 
have a dignified presence in 
this new age. 

Fellow graduating officers, 


Bank, a matter which can only 
be considered as a purely 
Jordanian-Paiestinian one, ana 
from which no other party 
should seek gain or benefit. 
We then provided the umbrella 
of a joint delegation to enable 
our Palestinian brethren to 
participate in the Madrid peace 
negotiations, in support of the 
independent Palestinian deci- 
sion, and the sole and legiti- 
mate representative of the 
Palestinian people, the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation. 
When the Palestinian lead- 
ership chose to reach an 
meat with Israel on a dec! 
tion of principles and mutual 
recognition on Sept. 13, 1993, 
we declared our support for 
what the Palestinians had 
chosen for themselves, in the 
hope that what they reached 
would be the beginning of the 


ipk 

>le 


Dear citizens, 

When I spoke to you on a 
similar occasion last year, I 
stressed a number of issues 
. which are still as important as 
they were then, and are of 
great consequence. The first of 
those issues is that our Arab 
Legion has remained the ulti- 
mate example of courage, sac- 
rifice, discipline and commit- 
^ment to military honour. This 
- legion is but a part and parcel 
of the various brigades and 
.. battalions of the Great Arab 
. Revolt whose principles and 
c - message it has always upheld. 
The second issue is that we are 
still committed to the same 
" ideals of our forefathers, the 
soldiers of the Great Arab 
Revolt, and its leader, A1 Hus- 
sein Bin Ali, the nation’s free- 
dom, independence and unity. 
In our democratic process, 

■ which is committed to free- 
dom, the respect for human 
rights, pluralism and justice, 

. : we. Jordanians, regardless of 


Our position regarding the 
Palestinian cause has remained 
unchanged. It is based on the 
implementation of the resolu- 
tions of international legitima- 
cy, embodied in Security 
Council resolutions 242 and 
338, the principle of land for 
peace, and the right of Palesti- 
nians to self-determination on 
tbeir national soil, within the 
context of a just, durable and 
comprehensive solution. A 
solution which future genera- 
tions will accept, protect and 
defend. The Rabat summit in 
1974, at Arab request and 
Palestinian insistence, decided 
that the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation is the sole and 
legitimate representative of the 
Palestinian people. We heeded 


able and just solution to the 
Palestinian cause. 

With regard to Jerusalem — 
the blood of the martyrs of our 
valiant Armed Forces still 
scents its walls and gates, in the 
virility of the tomb of A1 Hus- 
sein Bin Ali, and mingled with 
that of Abdullah Bin A] Hus- 
sein in the enclosure of its 
Aqsa — we have dearly said 
that the relationship of the 
Hashemites with Jerusalem is a 
historic as well as a religious 
one. Our obligation towards 
the dty is supported by history 
and .exemplified by - martyr- 
dom. We will stay steadfast to 
our obligations towards the 
dty and its holy sites. We will 
retain its patronage and will 
"continue its restoration. We 
will not recognise any 
sovereignty over Jerusalem ex- 

X that of the Almighty 
. We have called for the 
establishment of p non-politic- 
al, venerable and religious au- 
thority, in which the seven 
Islamic faiths would be repre- 
sented. The new authority 
would be responsible for the 
affairs of the Islamic holy sites 
and would enjoy our full sup- 
port. We have also called for a 
comprehensive dialogue be- 
tween the three monotheistic 
religions, to be based on the 
premise that Jerusalem is tbe 
symbol of peace, a jewel of the 


Iraq 


(Continued from page 1 ) 

taken by the international 
coalition to enforce them. 

"There is no convincing evi- 
dence that (Iraqi President) 
Saddam -Hussein s regime is 
prepared to meet this stan- 
dard." Mr. Djerejian said. 

In addition to Iraq, which he 
, said remains a regional power 
with a long-term potential to 
threaten U.S. interests. 
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NEEDED 

Salary detennined by the qualifications of the applicant 

1- OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR 

hr BA degree required favorably in Business Management 
. b- Shorthand skills required, 
c- Past experience not a priority. 
dr Further skills looked into favorably. 

2- SECRETARY 

' * College degree required- 

. b- Advanced typing skills, 
c* Engfi&h / Arabic. 

3- CIVIL ENGINEER 

. a- Masters degree. 

• b- E n g lish language required. 

c- Minimal experience required. 

Interested applicants please submit CV photograph at address. 

IMCE - ASTRA BUILDING - 3RD FLOOR - ZAHRAN ST. - 1ST CIRCLE - TEL. 

644996 - FAX. 628325 - AMMAN. 


faith, and the centre of affec- 
tion of all believers in God, 
who are the followers of the 
three monotheistic religions, 
and the sons of Abraham, 
peace be upon him. 

These are tbe basic compo- 
nents of our position, to which 
ye are obligated, and on which 
we base our vision for the 
future. 

Dear brethren, 

After four decades of unflag- 
ging hard work, our march 
continues based on the Hashe- 
mite example, in the same spir- 
it in which Jordan was estab- 
lished, whereby our faith in the 
Great Arab Revolt was main- 
tained as an aim, the unity of 
the nation as an objective, 
sbura and democracy as a way 
of life and freedom and dignity 
of mankind as an essence and a 
chief constituent. It is satis- 
fying to be cognisant of tbe 
Arab state as aii ultimate aim, 
the Jordanian state as the 
embodiment of hard work and 
strong will, of Islam as the 
faith, of mind as a stanchion, 
of intellect and freedom as the 
way to advance, of education 
as pioneering, of farming as an 
honour, of defending the land 
as martyrdom, of credibility in 
politics, and modernity as well 
as the wisdom of tradition in 
culture. 

I had said when we were at 
the height of our great demo- 
cratic transition, that we sup- 
port all who made it possible 
for Jordan to be free, strong 


and prosperous. On the other 
hand, we could lend no sup- 
port whatsoever to anyone 
who might be tempted to use 
this transition for selfish and 
narrow motives. We are the 
soldiers of tbe Great Arab 


ultimate hope and invincible 
shield. Its vanguards have al- 
ways been ahead at the fore- 
front, and were exemplary in 
bravery, sacrifice, discipline 
and in tbeir capability for im- 
provement ana achievement. 


“The relationship of the Hashemites 
with Jerusalem is a historic as well as a 
religious one . Our obligation towards 
the city is supported by history and 
exemplified by martyrdom . We shall 
stay steadfast to our obligations towards 
tbe city and its holy sites. We will not 
recognise any sovereignly over Jeru- 
salem except that of tbe Almighty 
Allah. 99 


Revolt, the bearers of its ban- 
ners and wielders of its sabers. 
Our call to all our Arab 
brethren is to meet us so that 
we can work together, support- 
ing each other, be loyal and 
truthful to one another, in our 
pursuit to emphasise everyones 
role and duty in this nation’s 
conscience and civilisation. 

With appreciation and 
admiration, I acknowledge the 
distinguished performance of 
some of our institutions, the 
most prominent of which, I 
mention our valiant Armed 
Forces — the Arab Legion, 
which has always been the de- 
fender of the homeland, its 


They have been successful in 
their missions with the mini- 
mum of resources. It is quite 
sufficient to mention that for 
more than half a century, they 
stood steadfast at the defence 
of the longest lines in the heart 
of the Arab homeland, and in 
defence of the right of its peo- 
ple to live in justice and 
prosperity against fierce chal- 
lenges, their will never waver- 
ing. It is just as honourable for 
them what they have accom- 
plished in memorable battle 1 
and sacrifice, in Jerusalem, 
Latrun, Hebron, Karamah and 
in other fields of honour. To 
them, we offer our appreria- 


Red Sea Shipping Agency 

General Agents for 

ESTONIAN SHIPPING CO. 
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His Excellency the President of Estonia Republic and wishes him 
a pleasant stay in Jordan and sincere wishes also for the 
progress of the Estonian Republic. 





O PEN ALL WEEK DAYS TIL L 10 PJM. 

SANTA AWAITS FROM FOUR 
TO EIGHT PJVf 


^THIS 



NO NEED TO SHOP ANY WHERE ELSE 
SIMPLY WE VE GOT IT ALL 


WADI SAQRA BOOK SHOP 




STRAIGHT FROM THE HEART OF DIXIE LAND ... 
TO THE COTTON CLUB GROUND ... 

LIVE POP JAZZ & LATIN MUSIC 

EVERY SATURDAY NIGHT ... BEFORE MIDNIGHT ! 

FREE DRINK ON COVER CHARGE ... 

NEW SPECIALITY- AT THE COTTON CLUB : 
IN-HOUSE PIZZA OR TAKEAWAY 
BAKED IN A TRADITIONAL WQODFIRE OVEN ... 
AND SERVED ON A WOODEN TRAY ! 


tion and gratitude. And to 
those who represent Jordan in 
various parts of the world, 
through their participation 
with the international peace 
keeping forces, in Cambodia, 
Angola, Croatia and in other 
parts of the world, we send 
them our greetings and those 
of our people and of our home- 
land. 

Dear brethren, 

This is our vision, and this is 
our way. Let the free, the loyal 
and the believers in this nation, 
the message and ideals of this 
homeland and the principles of 
the revolt, let them all fulfill 
the construction of a modem 
Jordan, a democratic Arab 
Jordan, which is the oasis of 
freedom, and the citadel for 
the most honourable of our 
nation, of its intellectuals, who 
believe in h uman rights and in 
its noble civilisation, so that 
Amman would become the 
capital of deep-rooted Arab 


thin king,. -yet open to other 
cultures and experiences. Out 
of Jordan would come tbe ess- 
ence of ArabYmity. For it is us, 
the Ai Albeit, and Jordanians, 
who are the heirs of the ideals 
and principles of the Great 
Arab Revolt. It is our duty to 
work to close the Arab ranks, 
of whom we are. For we are 
the protagonists of the nation's 
unity ana . its complementary, 
the resiirfecrors of its glory, 
and tbe ; makers of its future. 
Let us proceed on this path, 
aimed with faith and deter- 
mination, with awareness, 
knowledge and dear vision, 
looking- ahead to a brighter 
future. . 

I congratulate you and greet 
you on&e more. I beseech the 
Almighty Allah to grant us 
success for tbe good of the 
homeland and the nation- May 
the Almighty preserve and 
keep you. 

Peace be with you and God's 
mercy and His blessing. 
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JORDAN PHOSPHATE MINES 
CO LTD 


Bid No. 31F/93 

The manufacture, supply, 'engineering 
delivery to site, supervision of erection, 
testing and commissioning, of millsite 
electrical substations, power* supply, and 
distribution system at Estajjiiya Mines 

Addendum (2) y 

JPMC hereby announces tljat tpe dosing 
date for submission of bids , has been 
extended until 14:00 hours; local time 
Saturday, Jan. 15, 1994. ^ t-" 


Sameh Madani 
Managing Director 
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JORDAN PHOSPHATE MINES 
CO LTD* 


Bid No. 28F/93 

The design, manufacture, supply, de- 
livery to site, supervision of erection 
and commissioning services of two 
drying plants at Eshidiya Mines 

Addendum (2) 

JPMC hereby announces that the 
closing date for submission of bids bas 
been extended until 14:00 hours local 
time, Saturday Jan. 45, 1994. . 

Sameh Madani 
Managing ^Director 
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Opera singers ARTURO ROMANI {four) 
&ELLA LEE (soprano) 

accompanied by 

THE ORCHESTRA of the 
NATIONAL MUSIC CONSERVATORY 

KIFAR FAKHOURI, 


Monday. December ft 1983 - 8:00 psn. 
The Royal Cultural Centre - Main Theater 

Sponsored in cooperation vrith 


0 


•lines Rihani and Sons Co. 




Thm program tncMnfos : 

Arias, ariettas, cantatas and duets by Cava®, 
Carta*i* Mozart and Beethoven wflh American 
Nnjpo spirituals. 

Tltfata tor JO 5 aadi are avaigbta at : 

• Tha Roytl Cultural Can Ira. TW. MftOM 

- Rora.ro Roataurant. Tat UA 1 & 

- EUMeha, T«L OBI 322 

- Parol. RaatauranL Tal. BZ467T 
■ Phladalpwa Moral. TaJ. ootido 

- Tti. National Muilc Conaarvalory.Tnl OfirflJO 
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British budget euphoria 
pushes shares to new highs 


U.S., S. Africa sign agreement 


LONDON (R) — British 
shares raced 10 new hiehs 
Wednesday, celebrating a 
budget designed to delay" the 
pain of tax" increases until a 
promised economic recovers 


The Financial Times Stock 
Exchange (FTSE) index of UK) 
leading shares hit an all-time 
high less than an hour after 
f- Jding started as rc!ie\ed 
havers poured into the market 
adding more than £6 billion 
tSK.N billion) to stock values. 

“I've got absolute pandemo- 
nium heie." said one dealer. 
"I've got more calls than I can 
handle.” 


By midday GMT the FTSE 
lull was up nil. 3 points at 
3.127.2 surpassing the previous 
all-time high of 5.199.2 set on 
Oct. 22 "and heading still 
h teller. 


Chancellor of the Exchequer 
Kenneth Clarke dispelled mar- 
ket fears of immediate hefty 
tax increases and produced a 
£10 billion (51*1.85 billion) re- 
duction in spending over the 
next three years." He also 
pledged to eliminate the 550 
billion (S75 billion), deficit by 
the end of the decade. 

“Basically Clarke didn’t up- 
set anyone* and the market's 
fears about tax increases went 
away with the budset.” said a 
London share trader. 

The bond market, the gov- 
ernment's main source o? fi- 
nance for extra borrowing, 
liked what it heard and De- 
cember's Ions gilt futures also 


that last week's half point re- 
duction to 5.5 per cent was 
taken in the light of his plan- 
ned budget measures. 

"We expect a further easing 
of monetary policy, with base 
rates feflingto four" per cent by 
the middle of next year.” said 
Gerard Lyons, chief economist 
at DKB International. 


allowances and tax relief on 
home loans for one or two 
vears and. in a surprise move, 
left value added tax un- 
touched. 


Sterling succumbed to a bout 
of profit-taking on interest rate 
expectations, slipping to 
1.4783 and 2.5375 marks com- 
pared with Tuesday’s late 
1.4840 and 15490 marksj 
The financial markets had 


Almost every sector in the 
FTSE showed gains with . pub- 
lishing groups."brcwers and re- 
tailers registering the highest 
mark-ups. 

Only insurance companies 
and Travel firms were left out 
of the party, victims of two 
new taxes on some insurance 
. premiums and airport depar- 
tures. 


CAPE TOWN. South Africa 
(AP) — U.S. Commerce 
Secretary Ron Brown signed 
an investment agreement 
Tuesdav aimed at stimulating 
Amerian business activity here 
and helping victims of apar- 
theid. 

The agreement signed with 
South African Finance Minis- 
ter Derek Keys establishes re- 
lations between South Africa 
and the U.S. Overseas Private 
Investment Corporation, or 
OPIC. 

OPIC is a federal agency 
chat provides financing and in- 


vestment and facilities for 
Americans doing business 
abroad. 

“We happen to think this is a 
giant step which we hope sets 
the tone and creates a momen- 
tum which will result in an im- 
proved standard of living, par- 
ticularly for those who were 
left out.” Mr. Brown said. 

An OPIC delegation, includ- 
ing representatives of the U.S. 
agency for International De- 
velopment and more than 20 
U.S. companies, would visit 
South Africa next year to 
assess investment opportuni- 


feared a high tax budget that 
could have nit consumer confi- 


reached record” highs. 

Some analysts believed there 


might be a further interest rate 
cuf in the pipeline despite 
assurances from Mr. Clarke 


dence just as Britain is emerg- 
ing from a painful two-year 
recession. 

But Mr. Garke cleverly de- 
layed changes to personal tax 


"It's a combination of a 
sense of relief that pension 
funds have come out unscathed 
and that Clarke has put in a 
very astute budget which has 
not jeopardised recovery” said 
Societe Generate Strauss Turn- 
bull strategist Corey Miller. 


Saudi 
investors 
plan $200m 
tyre 
factory 


OECD sees slow Japanese recovery 


PARIS I AFP) — Japan, facing 
a yen “shock” and the after- 
math of the financial “bubble” 
of the 19SIK. could see a mod- 
est 1 .4 per cent expansion in 
1994 after zero growth this 
year, the OECD said 
Thursday. 

The 34.5 per cent effective 
( trnde-weigh ted J appreciation 
of the the yen in the year to last 
September, combined with 
slowing European growth, had 
considerably reduced Japan's 
export market share, it said. 

This also hurt business confi- 
dence. offsetting the impact of 
monetary easing and succes- 
sive packages of fiscal stimu- 
lus. the Organisation for Eco- 
nomic Cooperation and De- 
velopment (OECD) said in its 
annual survey of the Japanese 
economy. 

i he survey ascribed Japan's 
current recession mainly to im- 
balances in the financial, real- 
esiate and corporate sectors 
resulting from over-investment 
during the “bubble economy" 
period in the past decade. ’ 

Correction of these imba- 
lances. including the impact of 
non-performing loans on the 


banking system, is the key im- 
mediate challenge faring the 
Japanese economy, now 
apparently at a crossroads, the 
OECD said. 

Noting good progress in 
corporate restructuring, it said 
that the yen's sharp rise had 
squeezed company profits and 
hit industrial investment, ex- 
pected to fall by 7.5 per cent in 
1993 and 1.25 per cent in 1994. 

Worsening labour market 
conditions and lower summer 


bonuses consequently depre- 
ssed household confidence 


and consumption. 

Poor weather added to the 
morosity. with consumption 
dipping" in July on “reduced 
deman~d for summer clothing, 
beer, air conditioners” and 
other seasonal needs, it 
observed. 

However, the OECD said, 
the yen’s rise would entail 
large' terms of trade gains and 
could help cut consumer price 
inflation to 0.5 per cent by 
vear-end and to almost zero in 
1994. 

This in turn should bring a 
1.75 percent rise in real incom- 
es. and hence a pickup in pri- 


vate demand that would bols- 
ter a recovery driven entirely 
by domestic consumption. 

'The OECD calculated that 
an expected decline in export 
volumes due to the yen’s rise 
could reduce the external sec- 
tor's contribution to GDP 
growth by 2.25 per cent be- 
tween now and 1995. 

Japan's current account sur- 
plus will nevertheless remain 
high in dollar terms, at an 
estimated 5141 billion or 3.3 
per cent of GDP this year, but 
should narrow slightly in 1994 
to 3.0 per cent. 

The OECD linked the sur- 
plus to a high savings ratio, 
which it said reflected the 
ageing of Japan's population. 

Commenting on the 
“framework” agreement 
signed last July by the United 
States and Japan in a bid to 
reduce trade imbalances, the 
report took a critical view of 
some of its provisions. 

It said the use of “objective 
criteria” for monitoring correc- 
tive measures could entail “a 
drift towards managed trade.” 
with government surveillance 
leading to “interference with 


the market.*' 

The OECD said the placing 
of the Japanese economy back 
on a satisfactory path of 
medium-term balanced growth 
and improving living standards 
would require stepped up 
structural reforms, including 
further liberalisation of mar- 
kets for agricultural and con- 
struction land. 

It also called for more inward 
direct investment in the service 
sectors, and stressed that solv- 
ing the problem of population 
ageing would depend “critirial- 
ly” on effective investment of 
current savings in social and 
industrial infrastructure. 

Higher tax revenue might 
also be needed, and reform of 
the tax system was urgently 
needed to cope with this"prot>- 
lem. it said. 

In the short term, growth in 
the Japanese economy would 
rely heavily on the impact of 
the public works packages 
adopted since August 1992. 
and on the response of housing 
investment to monetary easing 
which brought the official dis- 
count rate to an all-time low of 
1.75 per cent last September. 


DUBAI (R) — Saudi investors 
and a British firm plan to build 
a tyre factory at a cost of S200 
million, the company coordi- 
nating the project has said. 

Mahsoun Jalal, general man- 
ager of the National Industrial 
Company (NIC), told Reuters 
a company with capital of 250 
milli on riyals (S67 million) was 
being set up to run the factory, 
which should start production 
in the third quarter of next 
year in the Saudi city of Jubail. 

“We are in the process of 
bringing together this capital,” 
he saidT adding this should be 
finished by the end of the year. 

“I think this is the first tyre 
factory in the region/* he 
pointed out 

NIC will take a 25 per cent 
equity stake in the new com- 
pany, individual Saudi inves- 
tors a 35 per cent share and 
Avon Rubber PLC. a British 
car part and tyre maker, five 
p er cent. _ 


Greek 
government 
unveils 
tight budget 
for 1994 


The privately-owned NIC 
is an industrial development 


company winch helps set up 
businesses and keeps an equity 
share in them, Mr. Jalal said, 
adding that it had investments 
in about 45 projects* in areas 
including insurance, banking, 
services and manufacturing. 


Indian industry urged to shape up for competition 


BOMBAY. India (Agencies) 
— Indian Finance Minister 
Manmohan Singh said that in- 
dustry had to set out a prog- 
ramme of rapid modernisation 
within the next three to four 
years if it was to become inter- 
nationally competitive. 

Mr. Singh said industry had 
to stop looking back on the 
days when it was protected 
from competition by socialist- 
style gmernments which shun- 
ned multinationals. 

"The temptation to think in 
go\ cm mem and industry that 
we can go hack to thinus as 


years for modernisation to 
catch up with international 
standards, he said. 

"If the industry does not 


accept this, we are in for deep 
trouble.” he said. 


they existed before would be a 
counsel for disaster.” Mr. 
Singh told the Indian Mer- 
chants Chamber here. 

Indian industry should work 
out a timetable of three to four 


Sections of Indian industry 
have expressed reservations 
about the government's open 
door polia 1 towards foreign 
companies, fearing the local 
market will be swamped and 
domestic brand names wiped 
out. 

But Mr. Singh, a former 
economist witfi the World 
Bank said: “We have to be a 
major exporting and trading 
nation if we are to overcome 
our foreign exchange shortages 
that have crippled our develop- 
ment. Large-scale concessional 
borrowings are not an option to 


deal with our chronic shortage 
of foreign exchange." 

Mr. Singh, who has put for- 
ward wide-ranging reforms, 
said the policy of liberalisation 
begun in 1991. which ended 
more than four decades of pro- 
tectionism. was irreversible. 

"There is always the danger 
that the forces of inertia will 
take over. There is a great 
temptation now both in gov- 
ernment and industry to go 
back to the pre-reform 
period." he pointed out. 

Meanwhile, overseas inves- 
tors and financial institutions 
are pressing India to speed up 
economic reforms. 

"The sleeping giant has 
started stirring but has not sot 
on to its feet. "I hope in coming 
vears it would do so." said Sir 


William Ryrie. head of the 
International Finance Cor- 
poration. 

India, the world's nth- 
largest economy, has the 
potential to turn itself into one 
of the next "growth nodes” for 
Asia, according to William 
Thomson, operations chief for 
the Manila-based Asian De- 
velopment Bank (ADB). 

But South Asia remains 


Tariffs and Trade (GATT) has 
said in a report that India's 
sweeping reforms had' already 
begun to pay off in improved 
competitiveness at home and 
abroad, but the trade regime 
remained complex and dis- 
torted. 

Maximum tariffs, previously 
among the highest in the 
world!" have been slashed in the 
past two vears of liberalisation 


handicapped by fiscal and ba- 
lance of payments weaknesses 


lance of payments weaknesses 
and an inadequate infrastruc- 
ture base, said the ADB's Eco- 
nomic Outlook for the next 
two years. 

"So far we have crossed only 
five milestones in a 1 .IXK) mite 
path,” said former commerce 
minster P. Chidambaram. 

The General Agreement on 


past two years or liDeraiisauon 
from 355" per cent to 110 per 
cent, but GATT urged the 
government to revise tariff 
rates further. 

Since coming to power in 
mid- 199 J. the government of 
Prime Minister P.V. Nara- 
simha Rao has implemented 
reforms that have reversed 
four decades of Indian-style 
socialism. 


ATHENS. Greece (AP) — 
The Socialist government 
Tuesday unveiled a tight 
general state budget for iy94 
which forsees a large increase 
in revenues and a contained 
spending rise. 

Economy and Finance 
Minisrer Gibrgos Gennimatas 
said overall "revenues will 
amount to 7.364 trillion drach- 
mas ($29.4 billion), up 23 per 
cent from 1993. white spending 
| was set at 9.7S7 trillion drach- 
mas 539.14 billion), a 17.6 per 
cent increase over last year. 

Mr. Gennimatas said that 
the government would have to 
resort to foreign and domestic 
borrowing to shore up a 1.668 
trillion drachma ($6.6 billion) 
shortfall in the 1993 budget. 
He accused the conservative 

g ive m mem. which lost the 
cl 10 elections after three 
years in power, of hiding facts 
about the economy. 

“The fiscal situation is night- 
marish. I can't sleep at night 
thinking about it,” Mr. Genni- 
matas told reporters. 

Mr. Gennimatas said higher 
revenues would come by in- 
creasing indirect taxes by 17 
per cent and direct taxes by 29 
per cent. 

New taxes include higher 
levies on cigarettes, tobacco 
products and license plates. 
Mr. Gennimatas said the gov- 
ernment would keep a pre- 
election promise not to raise 
taxes, but would crack down 
on evasion and broaden the tax 
base. 

“We won't start a witch 
hunt, but we will crack down 
on evasion. There will not be a 
category that mil not pay taxes. 

I can't promise we will suc- 
ceed, but we will try,” he said. 

Widespread rax evasion has 
led to a black economy esti- 
mated at nearly 50 per cent of 
the gross domestic product 
(GDP). 

He also announced the gov- 
ernment would proceed with 
the partial privatisation of 
some public utilities such as the 
telephone company through 
the Athens Stock Exchange. 
He said the privatisation plans 
would be announced next 
month. 


By Harris 
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Kiss me and forget what your mother- 
told youl Your face will not 
freeze that way!" 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
D by Henri Arnold and Hike AipMon 


Unscramble these (our Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four onSnary words. 


ADDEJ 



LEVAT 


Mutt‘n’Jeff 


I CAN’T Y 1 HAVE A PLACE t LL TAKE IT, JUST SU5N THE THIS tS VT.j BUT THERES 
FIND A l F&R YOU TO HUE* MUTT* NO PAPERS AND JEFF/ IT'S \NO HoUSE ON 
PLACE TO I'LL SELL IT To MATTER HOW SLIP ME FIFTY ALL VfouRS/J IT/ NOTHIN’ 
LIVE \YOU FOR FIFTY BAD/ GOSH, — -rVBUC/S/ 2T BUT THIS OLD 



/ /F- : ' 

UmM,. 



VIEWEL 


LEMETH 


HOW THE RUSTY- 
GOER5 ‘5F CTTEP THE 
WEALTH 1 / WOMAN. 


NOW arrange me aided tenure to 
form the surprise answer, as suq- 
Bested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer here: 


Yesterday’s 


Jumbles: CROAK I 

Answer. What the rei 
pa/ior — a* 


DUNCE POMADE POROUS 
porter got at the ice cream 


ties, Mr. Biown said. . 

Earlier, he met with Presi- 
dent F.W. de Klerk and Afri- 
can National Congress 
leader Nelson Mandela, who 
both have said South Africa 
desperately needs foreign in- 
vestment to solve its problems. 

Touring the country with 
Mr. Brown on the five-day visit 


are leaders of big American 
companies such as Apple, IBM 
and Lehman Brothers. 

Mr. Brown told the Assoa- 
ated Press that all had been 
impressed by “an extraordin- 
ary potential market." 


“You don't get senior corpo- 
rate executives just to travel on ■ 
a look-see baas." he said. "I 
think alt of these companies 
are veiy serious about con- 
sidering investing, here." 

Such imrestment wifi htipi 
increase U.S. exports and open 
new jobs, a c co r d ing to Mr. - 
Brown. . :j 

“Helping to establish saw 
marketplaces is in the vary .. 

real interest of Amctionsia 
far as creating economic ; 
growth in America and creat- 
ing^ high-wage, high-quality 


FORECAST FOR THURSDAY DECEMBER 2, 1993- 

By Thomas S Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll fighter Foundation 

3ENERAL TENDENCIES: planned seems to he falling 

Sidestep possible arguments with - through so accept a lesser reciea- . 
issociaies since a scries of fixed tion that comes up which will in 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Sidestep possible arguments with 
associates since a scries of fixed 
adversities could follow that 
would take a long time to tight- 
en. Avoid anyone who you know 
is detrimental to your 'progress. 
Go forward. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Take no chances with your voca- 
tional outlet nor where dealing 
with those in any position of 
power and concerned and don't 
ask for favours of bigwigs. 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
This is nor the time to make any 
changes in your ideas or view- 
points or it could react against 
your best interests and cause 
some conflict with others. 


GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
This is not i he .day to argue about 
anything concerning price values 
or' accounts and be sure you 
understand clearly what business 
persons say. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Make sure you are not 
upset by an associate who seems 
to be very cold and calculating 
but is really trying to be helpful 
to you objectively. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) The 
plansyou had to do your tasks in 
an efficient manner seem to be 
hitting a snag but it is momentary 
so keep up with your original 
course. 


end be just- os pleasing to you. 
LIBRA: (September 23 to Octo- 
ber 22) Obstacles in plans work- 
ing out os you wish at home can 
put you in a capricious mood 
until' you take yourself at hand 
and maintain calm, poise. 

SCORPIO: (Octobct 23 to 
November 21) It is important 
that you do use more than aver- 
age care on the highway to pre*- 
vent some accident or a fall or 
some sort of adverse condition, 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 21 
to December 30 Vour money 
affairs can he in a muddle unless 
you are exact in whatever finan- 
cial dealings you have and know 
just what, is "expected of you. 


VIRGO: (August 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) Some good time you had 


CAPRICORN: (December 23 to 
January 20) Keep plugging away 
at gaining tho personal things 
that you want the most and don’t 
be discouraged if some delays do 
get in your way. 

AQUARIUS: (January 2) to 
February 19) Rise above a. per- 
sonal disappointment that can 
keep vou from being your cheery 
and gregarious self and consider 
how bestto operate in the future. 
PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Be careful of a demanding 
friend who wishes in direct your 
life and affairs for if yuu allow « 
now it can occur again and again 
in the future. 


FORECAST FOR FRIDAY DECEMBER 3, 1993 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation - 

3ENERAL TENDENCIES: !“£ 

Conform to accepted and con- new *" a,cver 

rent tonal modes of exoression ™ ur wor * L * oa ° 15 wl h efficiency. 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Conform to accepted and con- 
ventional modes of expression 
and you will be able to advance 

K ur new interests and activities 
yond present boundries that 
have restricted you in the past. 
Hold on to your temper. 


LIBRA: (September 23 to OcfoK 


ber 22) Work out early from 
under a financial difficulty two 
you will be able to afford to 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Get rid of a tiresome obligation 


spend on a pleasure that means 
much to you but also costs some. 


Get rid of a tiresome obligation 
early then you will be able to join 
with’ some" of vour closest and 
most congenial companions at 
original recreations. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20)- 
An associate can hold you up 
temporarily early in the day but 
later you find that you can get 
into the progressive aspects of 
your wo roly ambitions. 


much to you but also costs some. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) This is the morn- 
ing not to try to force vour views 
on others bin as the iiay passes 
you find you can do what satisfies 
your family modern needs. 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 


you find that you can get 
the progressive aspects of 
wo roly ambitions. 


to December 21) Stewing early 
about what yon cannot help wifi 
make you nonproductive and in- 
stead get out to" up to date 
interests and enjoy yourself 
today. 


your wordly ambitions. 
GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Some vital work needs to be 
done after breakfast after which 
you are able to be off to some 
new interest or advanced phase 
of a present activity. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Control going off on 
some pleasure interest early and 
instead seek new means by which 
you will be able to attend to your 
obligations. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) 
Don’t let a family member keep 
you from you from getting out in 
the world and meeting with in- 
teresting personalities for what- 
ever your individual purpose. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) A communication can 
hold you up early but then you 


CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) A demanding at 
gossipy friend can hold you up 
early but it is too good a day for 
practical matters "to allow any- 
thing to keep you from doing 
them. 


AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) An outside concern 
should not be allowed to trouble. . 
you in tbe morning but later you 
can primp and preen and show ’ 
your bizaree nature, talents. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) A new idea shoud! be pul 
aside for the moment while you 
concentrate upon getting mto 
phases confidentially of a new 
activity that appeals to you. 


THE Daily Crossword * 


Charts* R. Woodard 


ACROSS 

1 Western Indians 
5 Steals a look 
10 Covers 

14 Pyramid place 

15 Accass 

16 A Lamb 
17What Cybfflls 

dotag? . 

20 Housing for 
radar 

21 Endures 

22 Latin abbr. 

23 Anjou 

25 Actor Wynn 

28 Fracas 

29 Smith and 
Pacino 

32 Wheel support 

33 Originate 

34 "I — rhythm” 

35 What Margot Is 
doing? 

30 Pub order 

40 Impoverished 

41 Kind ol code 

42 Sun. talk 

43 Fires 

44 "The Gospel 
ot — " 

46 Object ot jokes 

4? Mats' home 
48 Prepare tor 
surgery 

51 Defenseless 
54 What Gary is 
doing? 

58 Trick. 

58 Worship 
00 Actor Franchot 

61 Twelvemonth 

62 Curves 

63 Paeon's 
companion 



1 ftalm Raurwd 


10 Composer 
Frara 

11 Seine sights 

12 Food regimen 

13 Weakens 

18 Tiny be 
ISKfller 

23 — to (In on) 

24 Mitigate 

25 New Zealand 
parrot* 

26 Maroon 

V Church flaunt 
28 Allen and 
MacMurrey 

26 Greek asMmhly 

30 Solitary one 

31 Beef cut 

33 Go-between 
36 Nightmares 




, DOWN 29 Greek a« 

1 Sound of 30 Solitary or 

disgust 31 Beef cut 

*2™ 33 Go-batwe> 

3 Pom Pound 36 Nightmare 

37 wonderful 
38J*pan**o 
offlow 

aSS offerings 

“ y rcry pm*. 45 Sentence 

9 Neighbor of Isr. 4G Customer 


onnn nrann nnrirui 
ninnn nn^n nnnnn 
noniiicinrinn nnnnn 
nononnnn nnnrenn 

RnonR n nnnQ n nnr7n 

BBSS 

nnnn nnn nnnrinp. 


37 Wonderful 

“sssr"*™ 1 «»«««> 

45 Sentence fflvSST* 


necessity 
50 Tabula-— 


Si Alien ship*? 


sass*"' 

57 Voce 
vote 
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Sterling Pound*' 

1.4865 

1.4845 

Deutsche Mask . 

■KR9 

1.7158 

Swiss Franc 

1.4985 

1.4997 

French Franc 

5.9250 

5.9400 ** 

Japanese Yen 

109.00 

108.80 

European Correa) Itafl 

1.1210 

1 . 1187** 
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Conroe) 

I MTH 

3 MTHS 

6 MTHS 

12 MTHS 

US. Dollar 

3.50 

3.37 

3.43 

3.68 

Sterling Pound 

5.25 

5.72 

5.27 

5.27 

Deutsche Mark 

6.50 

6.70 

''■M 

5.37 

Swfativ Franc 


4.37 

4.12 

3.S7 

French Franc 

6.68 

6.43 


5.68 

Japanese Yen 

WW HU 

2.72 

7.93 

7.93 

European Currency Unit 

6. SI 

6.62 

6.37 

5. SI 


i nnt*o I'-K. Dollar* 1 . 900.808 or equivalent. 
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Currency 

Bid 

Offer 

U.S. Dollar 

0.7010 


Sterling Pound 

7.0395 

1.0447 

Deutsche Mark 

0.4081 

0.4101 

Swbs Franc 

0.4670 


French Franc 

0. 7 179 

0.7785 

Japanese Yen - 

0.6439 

0.6471 

Dutch Guilder 


0.3657 

Swedish Krona 



Sifian Lira 4 

0.0411 

0.0413 

Brtgiaa Franc 
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Currency 

Bid 

Offer 

Bahraini Dinar 

7.8360 

1.8630 

Lebanese lira* 

0.040345 


Saadi RJya! 

0.1816 

0.1882 

Kuwaiti Dinar 

2.2 200 

2.3100 

Qatari Rijnri 

0.7195 

0.1319 

Egyptian Pound 

<7.2050 

0.2220 

Omani RtyaL ■ ' 

7 .7800 

1.8230 ! 

UAE Dhrtnm 

0.7S95 

0.1919 

gnek Drachma* 

0.2825 

0.3225 

ffpriot Pound 

1.3320 

1.3735 


LONDO N EXCHANGE RATES 

ND0N (R) — Following are ihe buying and selling rates for 
: ling world currencies an! gold against the dollar 
the London Foreign Exchange and bullion markets 
dneuiay. 


. SI. 00 costs 1.3372/82 

. ... 1.7172/82 

1.9297/07 
1.5025/35 
- 36.21132 
. - 5.9418/68 
• - 1717.8/9.3 

a. - 10S.73/83 

f ■ 8.50O0/60 

' . 7.4770/20 
6 . 7945/95 

sterling' . . -• . $1.4770/80 
ounce of goto - 5369.91V370.41J - 


Canadian dollar 
Deutschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
DuaKh crowns 


| Japanese cars still 
dominate Arab Gulf 
despite yen surge 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
Japanese cars still dominate 
the lucrative Gulf maiket de- 
spite a surge in the yen against 
the U.S. dollar and growing 
competition from other major 
auto makers, dealers have 
said. 

The surge of nearly 18 per 
cent in the Japanese currency 
has already started to affect 
Tokyo's expmis to the six- 
nation Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) but it still con- 
trols nearly half the car mar- 
ket. they said. 

"The yen’s rise has adversely 
affected our sales but the im- 
pact is not strong because we 
have taken countermeasures." 
said Santos Guerrero, sales 
and marketing manager ar Al 
Futaim Car Company in rhe 
United Arab Emirates l UAE). 
the regional agents for Toyota. 

“We have raised prices but 
we are shouldering the bigger 
part of the. ^en increase so 
consumers will not be badly 
hurt. Of course this is depress- 
ing our profits considerably, 
but we are making profits." ne 
told AFP. 

Japan is the top commericat 
partner of the GCC states — 
Saudi Arabia. Bahrain. Oman. 
Qatar. Kuwait and the UAE 
— with their two-wav trade 
peaking at $36 billion in 1992. 

■ But the yea has started to re- 
verse a steady increase in its 
exports to the region, which 
fell by around one per cent to 
nearly $4.8 billion in the first 
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half of 1993. according to 
Japanese figures. 

Car exports plunged by 
nearly 2U per cent to" 79.436 
vehicles in rhe first half of 1993 
but their value declined bv 
only three per cent to $l.«7 
billion bemuse of the strong 
yen. 

"Despite the decline. 
Japanese cars still account for 
more than half the GCC mar- 
ker and nearly 70 per cent of 
rhe UAE market." said 
Michael Ayat. manager of the 
Arabian Car Company, agents 
for Nissan. 

"There are several reasons 
for the high demand, including 
quality, the long-standing con- 
fidence in Japanese cars in this 
region, availability of spare 
pans and their high prices 
when they are resold as used 
cars." 

Mr. Ayat said dealers were 
shouldering 1 1 per cent of the 
18 per cent" rise in the yen so 
car prices will remain competi- 
tive. He said demand for cars 
in the GCC had steadily grown 
since the end of the Gulf war 
and was expected to remain 
strong in the coming years due 
to rapid population growth and 
high per capital income. 

“We. dealers and manufac- 
turers. are taking countermea- 
sures to offset the yens in- 
crease." he said. "We are now 
focusing more on long-term 
services to our clients. This will 
largely cushion the decrease in 
demand." 

In 1990, around 275.0UU 
-Japanese cars were sold in the - 
region and an average 300.000 
vehicles annually in the follow- 
ing two years." according to 
dealers. The figure is projected 
to rise to 350.000 in 1995. 

The toral Gulf car market is 
estimated at 700.000 and other 
main exporters to the region 
are the United States, Ger- 
many. France and South 
Korea. Most of them have 
launched drives, including ex- 
hibitions and boosting their 
presence in the region. "to grab 
a bigger share of one of the 
biggest consumer markets in- 
ihe world. . . 



By Suleiman Al Khalitii 

Reuter 

AMMAN — Jordan's central 
bank had sold banks over $342 
milli on of certificates of de- 
posits (CDs) by the end of 
November to soak up excess 
liquidity and boost its reserves, 
a senior bank official said 
Wedenesday. 

The central bank introduced 
dollar CDs last April and dinar 
CDs in September because of 
rising bank deposits, which 
reached a record 4,95 billion 
dinars ($7.07 billion) in Au- 
gust. 

The banking system is awash 
with liquidity from unpre- 
cedented capital inflows from 
Jordanians who fled Kuwait 
after Iraq's invasion. 


m 

since April 


“We aimed by creating this 
instrument to attract banlcs to 
invest in them and so soak part 
of the excess liquidity, wnile 
also using the CDs as a monet- 
ary instrument to control cre- 
dit," central bank assistant 
governor Ahmad Abdul Fatah 
told Reuters. 

The central bank is making 
the sale attractive by deducting 
their holdings of two-year and 
three-year dollar CDs from the 
35 per cent foreign currency 
reserve requirement. 

“Considering banks’ purch- 
ases as part of the foreign 
reserve requirements leads to 
stability in our reserves and 
allows their investment with 
higher return in financial mar- 
kets abroad." Mr. Abdul 
Fatah said. 


The central bank invests 
some of the increased foreign 
reserves in money markets 
abroad. 

Mr. Abdul Fatah said the 
bank sells its three and six- 
month maturity dinar CDs to 
21 banks in weekly public auc- 
tions after it is satisfied the 
rates are "realistic.'' Dollar 
CDs are offered monthly to 
banks. 

The central bank is not in- 
volved in buying and selling 
CDs in the interbank market. 

The first three-month dinar 
CD 5 , offered in minimum 

100.000 dinar ($142,000) de- 
nominations, were to be issued 
Wednesday, to be followed by 
weekly issues. 

Dollar CDs. in minimum 

51 00.000 denominations, have 


one, two and three-yggf pjatur- 

itres. 

Of the S342.2 tniljifiM in CP® 

sold since April, $l?4,g 
were dollar CDs — 1)6 million 

of one-year maturfiy, £132.5 
million of two year* gird $26-3 
million of three yc^jk, 

Dinar CDs total i v7-2 mil- 
lion dinars ($167,4 WUb on ) 7“ 
84.5 million dinars ($00*7 rail* 
lion) of ihree-moiifb maturity, 
the rest six-month maturity. 

Dollar CDs are posed on 
three-month international in- 
terest rates, adding 0.25 per 
cent for one year, 0.375 per 
cent for two years, and 0.5 per 
cent for three-year maturity. 

Dinar yields so for have 
fluctuated from a low of 1.5 
per cent to a high of 3.25 p>er 
cent for three-month maturity 


Major Saudi shipping 
firm to launch regular 
service to Asia 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — A 
Saudi shipping company, the 
second biggest petrochemical 
transporter ’in the world, will 
start regular services to Japan 
and other Asian countries as 
part of a new strategy to meet 
growing client demand, the 
company said. 

The National Shipping Com- 
pany of Saudi Arabia 
(NSCTSA) has said the market- 
ing and services strategy would 
be’launched at the start of 1994 
.and would also cover the Un- 
ited States, where it has 
opened a branch. 

“The company's schedule 
within the 1994’ strategy in- 
cludes regular lines to the Far 
East and" South East Asia as 
well as the United States.” it 
said in a statement sent to AFP 
from its Riyadh headquarters. 

"The new services cover 
direct lines from the Far East 
and South East Asia to the 
Red Sea port of Jeddah with- 
out stopping at other Gulf 
ports, which will be covered 
separately by direct lines to 
■those- ateas."- -■ ' 


NSCSA officials said their 
company in Hong Kong, which 
was set up this" year, would 
coordinate those services with 
newly-opened branches in 
Japan, Singapore, Indonesia. 
Thailand, China. Malaysia and 
South Korea. 

They are part of a five-year 
development plan launched by 
the company in 1991 to boost 
its fleet and services. It in- 
cludes the purchase of 10 oil 
tankers and cargo vessels for 
S75U million. 

NSCSA, owned 29 per cent 
by the Saudi government, has 
also announced an increase in 
the capital of its national com- 
pany for chemical shipping to 
$133 million to buy new tank- 
ers for around S150 million. 

NSCSA, with a capital of 
two billion Saudi rivals (S533 
million), currently has 26 ves- 
sels, including 16 used in trans- 
porting petrochemicals. 

In 1991, it made a record net 
profil of S137 million and it 
attributed this to its monopoly 
of transport services for the 
nearly 71)0,000 U.S.-led coali- 
tion troops that drove out Iraqi 
forces from Kuwait. - 


Reforms creating chaos 
in Russian civil aviation 


MOSCOW (R) — Russia, 
where Aeroflot once had the 
biggest airline monopoly in the 
world, is now home to 321 
separate airlines and civil avia- 
tion has been plunged into 
chaos, top officials have said. 

Valerv Kasyanenko. deputy' 
head of the air transport de- 
partment. said hundreds of 
domestic and international air- 
lines had been set up since 
Soviet state carrier Aeroflot 
was broken up as pan of gov- 
ernment reforms. 

Many of them were tiny and 
would never be able to survive 
by themselves, he told a news 
conference. 

“Do w F e need so many com- 
panies?" he asked. “‘No. in 
Europe and the United States 
they are creating mega-car- 
riers.” 

Senior aviation official Ivan 
Mashkivsky said that, despite 
the problems facing the indus- 
try. domestic air safety had 
improved. There were 10 fatal 
crashes in the first 10 months 
ompa: 
iod it 

Mr." Kasyanenko said Rus- 
sia's ageing fleet of airliners 
had used up almost 80 per cent 
of its service life and hundreds 
ef planes had to be replaced 


of 1993 compared to 24 in the 
same period in 1992. 


urgently. 

But he added: “Small com- 
panies mean small profits. Not 
one airline today could afford 
to buy a new Ilyushin IL-86 
(long-range) airc raft," . _ 

Mr. Kasyanenko said most 
of the 321 "airlines would have 
ro merge if they were to have 
any chance of surviving. 

"Small air companies give 
the passenger nothing, passen- 
gers need "new aircraft, more 
comfort. They need faxes and 
telephones on board." he said. 

The break-up of Aeroflot, 
for long the world's largest 
airline, "has made life even 
more difficult for millions of 
passengers. Planes idle on the 
•tarmac because companies 
cannot afford to buy fuel or 
spare parrs. 

Passenger volumes fell 30 
per cent in the first nine 
months. 

Mr, kasyanenko said the 
state could' help airlines buy 
new planes by setting up leas- 
ing companies or providing 
special credits. 

But Gennady Zaitsev, first 
deputy head of the air trans- 
port department, said the air- 
lines could not be forcibly 
merged. 



THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALW/QTS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


PDCKMG. MR FREIGHI 
FORWARDING, DOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES. CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS. 


* AftytN KANAKA SONS 

-TEL, 604676 efi469b ^ 
P.0 BOX 7806 


Only 
The Best 

Many furnished and 
unfurnished villas — 
apartments for rent. 



Tel. No. 810605/810609 
Fax No. 810520 




' Chinese , Thai, Phiiiipino 
Indonisian & Malaysian Spe- 
cialities. 

- Five Branches ALL Over The 
World And Now One in 
Amman. 

[ - Live Classical Music. 

- Lunch ( Special ) Every Busi- 
ness Day. 


12:00 -3:30 p.m 
6:30- 11:30p.m 
(7 days a week) 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service" 

Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

• JUMB® photo 
sizw 30% forger 

* Free oniargo- 
enent 20 x 30 cm 

Shmeisani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 


INTERNATIONAL DOOR TO DOOR REMOVALS 
GERMAN DRIVERS - AIR - RIDDEN REMOVAL TRUCKS 
YOUR REGULAR LINK TO AND FROM EUROPE 
SPECIALISTS FOR DIPLOMATIC REMOVALS 
IN THE NEAR EAST 

FOR DETAILED INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT 

EASTERN SERVICES 

OFFICIAL DANZAS AGENT IN JORDAN 
TEL : 621 77S TLX : 23023 FAX : 656 270 
PEACE BUILDING - JABAL LWEIBDEH 
AMMAN - JORDAN 



The First Ctass Hotel in 
Amman Hut has a 
Kitchenette In every room-.! 
“Satellite T.V. Reception'' 



2 nd Circle. Jahal Amman 
Opposite French Inaf 

Tel- 653482 


Amman - Tel. 668193 
P-O-Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriate* and 
Businessmen 



u 
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PEKING 

■ restaurant 

auihenhc chime*- cuisine 
E legant 
Colorful 

Atmosphere!, 

Moderate 
Prices 

Shmeteani 
Tel 660350 
open defly 



' CHEN'S 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 

Lunch Friday only 

Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open Jail} 12:00 - 3:30 
6:30 - Midnight 


£ rn * 

- |^u«ii own 


CHINA 

KQUSE 

jResSsttragrt 


Authentic 
Chinese dishes, 
from ail great re- 
gional cuisine 
styles o( China. 
Prepared by osr 
Cfertsese ctaeft 
Open daily (or 
lunch & dinner 
Tsfceney serries 
Jahal Al Hussein 
h&astry of Trade 
£ Industrial fid. 
toL kxscw • 


SZEEvTOAN 6ARBENS 
CHINESE RESTAURANT 
lypeal 



| OpeaU-J0.3jOA6.iO-Md&i 

Take away is available 

Shat AtArah Street 
Um Utheinah Cavmeraal Centre 

JBrae listed Lcved , 


The firsts beet 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle Jaba! Amman, near 
Ahliyyah Girls School 

TatenvaybavallaNi 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 

p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight 

TeL 638968 


RMtaurant 


Best Pizzas & Sandwiches 



Soft & Alcoholic Drinks. 

Also 


AtNeGfEaCoBtfin 

SELECT HOTEL 



One visit will make yoa 
a steady , we beBevell! 



I 


Veritable Cuisine Trapse 
- ■ Live Entertainmeot 


685746 

Shmessani 



gj .Qes’-curent & Tapas 

,i -^V.v f;' 

- -> 

lets! Amm-'n. 3rd circle 



TALK OF THE TOWN 
DISCOTHEQUE 

Open nlgtby Fran 9JJ0 P.M to 3.90 A.M 
Except Sunday Ftasa J3 FiJ to 3^3 H2 

Tuswtsy Cloned 

Td ; 685211 Fax: 617779 
Middle East Hotel - Shoeisani 




Daily Lunch 


aoifi' - VI".;;-' 

/.Live Music v 


' Parole 

Abdeun .-. lordin' Supcrrr.srLci LU .DC., 
- r;jn ° or / ... Tel: 824677 




CLASS INDIAN 



Special Executive Lunchi 

Take away servio 
available 

Open Daily 12.30-3.30 
7.30-H.30 

After the Philadelphia I 
Towards 3rd tilde 


Tel/659519 659520 
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Nurses die in Sarajevo as 
Geneva talks stumble on 


SARAJEVO (Agencies) — 
An artillery barrage on 
Sarajevo’s main casualty hos- 
pital during the night killed 
two nurses and badly wounded 
three other staff, a doctor said 
Wednesday. 

Peace talks between the 
three warring sides in the Bos- 
nian conflict continued in 
Geneva but international 
mediaior Lord Owen acknow- 
ledged no agreement was in 
sight on Muslim demands for 
more territory. 

Five shells s lamm ed into the 
Kosevo Hospital in the Bos- 
nian capital shortly before mid- 
night Tuesday. 

Dr. Kenan Arnautovic told 
reporters the casualties were 
caused by a direct hit on a store 
room in the surgical wing. The 
wounded were a doctor and 
two medical technicians. 

Bill Aikman, spokesman in 
Sarajevo for the United Na- 
tions Protection Force (UN- 
PROFOR), said Serb forces 
besieging Sarajevo denied re- 
sponsibility for the hospital 
attack. 

“They claimed it was Bos- 
nian .shelling." he added. 

U.N. military engineers 


were examining the shell cra- 
ters to determine whether the 
barrage came from Serb artil- 
lery ringing the dty. 

Col. Aikman blamed the 
Serbs for 21 other shells which 
hit Sarajevo Tuesday. 

- Sarajevo Radio said the de- 
puty commander of the Mus- 
lim-led Bosnian army, Stjepan 
Siber, protested to senior U.N. 
officials after the hospital shell- 
ing, which he blamed on the 
Serbs. 

“Since onr delegation went 
to Geneva, the level of attacks 
(by Croats and Serbs) has in- 
creased,” he said in a letter 
which was also sent to Lord 
Owen and his co-mediator 
Thorvald Stoltenberg. “Thi is 
to put pressure on our delega- 
tion." 

The radio reported heavy 
shelling by Serbs of Muslim 
defence lines around Gorazde, 
a U.N. designated safe area in 
eastern Bosnia where more 
than 50,000 Muslims are sur- 
rounded. 

The Muslim enclave of Olo- 
vo north of Sarajevo was bit by 
300 shells Tuesday. 

Croatian radio said Muslim 
'forces were shelling Vitez in 


central Bosnia and attacking 
Bosnian Croat positions 
around Maglaj. 

Muslim, Croat and Serb 
negotiators began what was 
expected to be the final day of 
talks in the current round of 
peace negotiations in Geneva. 

Muslims axe demanding ' 
more territory than the 30 per 
cent allotted them in a division 
of the former Yugoslav repub- 
lic into three loosely-Knked 
ethnic states. 

Lord Owen denied die talks 
were blocked by the issue 
although no agreement was in 
prospect. 

“They are not making a lot 
of progress but I think the 
impression was very dearly left 
with the parties by the EC 
foreign ministers that they ex- 
pected the Muslim republic to 
be a third of Bosnia-Heizego- 
vina," he added. 

The EC has offered a partial 
lifting of sanctions on romp 
Yugoslavia if the Bosnian 
Serbs agree to give the Mus- 
lims more land. 

The sanctions were imposed 
after Serbian -led Yugoslavia 
helped Bosnian Serbs wage 
war against Bosnia’s secession 

tn 1W an rf fata control of 


around 70 per cent of its terri- 

^ Mean while, a NATO nriKt- 
■7 spokeswoman denied 
Wednesday that a Yugoslav 
Air Force MiG-29 jet dropped 
bombs over Tozla in no r theast 
Bosnia the previous day, as 
reported by Radio Sarajevo. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Janes 
Witt, with Allied Forces 
Southern Europe based hoe, 
said NATO aircraft patrolling 
the no-fly zone ordered by the 
United Nations a year ago 
“have bad no aircraft tracks 
winch could co rrelate a jet 
flight in the area of Tuzla for 
some time. I gu e s s that is a 
denial..." 

Another military source said 
it would have been very diffi- 

<eult, .given the “** — * 

I. weather" Tue&ay, 
gion, fora 

able to fly n 

being detected by 

Tuesday’s radio repo rt 
the jet dropped three chaser 
bombs in and around Ttada, 
wounding a large number of 
people. The authorities in the 
Muslim enclave protested to 
U.N. Protection Force offi- 
cials. 


NATO 
discusses 
closer ties 
with East, 
Yugoslavia 


BRUSSELS (R) — NATO will 
dismiss forging closer military 
ties with its former foes at a 
meeting Thursday but. under 
strong pressure from Russia, 
wiH avoid any suggestion that 
Eastern European nations 
could join the alliance soon. 

Foreign ministers from the 
16 alliance nations will prepare 
a plan for creatine strong milit- 
ary fab between NATO, Eastern 
European states and former 
Soviet republics, which would 
indude joint peacekeeping 
missions, exercises and 
training. 

The latest peace talks in Geneva on 
end** die war in Bosnia an! how 
to "reshape NATO so that 
European allies can play a big- 
ger role in the U.S.-led alliance 
are also on the agenda. 

Known as “partnership for 
peace", the plan for closer 
military ties with the East will 
be the centrepiece of a NATO 
summit scheduled for Jan. 10 
and 11 . 

NATO has insisted the idea 
is not intended as a substitute 
for membership for Eastern 
European states, but will 
rather prepare countries like 
Poland, Hungary and the 
Czech Republic for their even- 
taul inclusion in the alliance. 

Officials deny that Moscow 

— which has repeatedly urged 
NATO in recent weeks not to 
expand the alliance Eastwards 

— would have a veto over any 
decision. 

But diplomats say they do 
not want to upset a nervous 
and unstable Russia, with Pres- 
ident Boris Yeltsin facing vital 
elections on Dec. 12. As a 
result, the Eastern European 
nations are grumbling that they 
have not won enough. 

NATO has refused demands 
from- Poland. Hungary and 
others char Thursdays meeting 
should make a general commit- 
ment -that the alliance will be 
open to new members at some 
time in the future, although the 
January summit may do so. 

These conflicting pressures 
and demands will be discussed 
Friday, when NATO foreign 
ministers meet their counter- 
parts from Easrem Europe and 
the former Soviet Union in a 
38-nation body known as the 
North Atlantic Cooperation 
Council (NACC). 

Russia, launching a new 
drive- to head off any expansion 
of NATO towards its own bor- 
ders. is expected to unveil new 
proposals at that meeting for 
' building a European security 
system that will not leave ft 
isolated. 

Moscow, is deeply worried 1 
about Ukraine's refusal to give 
up long-range nuclear weapons 
on its soil and how it should 
deal with conflicts in the Cau- 
casus. 

NATO sources say Russia 
wants to develop the NACC 
into a more independent body, 
able to coordinate peacekeep- 
ing activities and military coop- 
eration — an idea for which 
Western allies and Eastern 
European states have little en- 
thtgresm- 

Mofcow is also trying to se- 
cure the financial and political 
hocking of another European 
security forum, the Conference 
on Security and Cooperation in 
Europe '(CSCE), to send 
troops to deal with the numer- 
ous ethnic mnflicts on its bor- 
ders. 


CIA chief: N. Korea 
war threat is real 


WASHINGTON (R) — OA 
Director James Woo key has 
said that North Korea might 
make good on a threat to go to 
war rather than open its nuc- 
lear sites to outside inspection. 

“You can’t rule it out,” be 
said on the CNN television 
programme Larry King live. 
‘‘(Its) important to keep our 
powder dry and keep pre- 
pared, and certainly the presi- 
dent is doing that." 

Earlier in the day, North 
Korea warned the United 
States that it was prepared to 
endure sanctions or even war 
over the nuclear issue, even 
though it wanted- a “peaceful 
and negotiated solution.” 

Mr. Woolsey said more tftfm 
two-thirds of North Korea’s 
1.1 million-strone army was 
now massed “wi thin about 60 
miles" of the demilitarised 
zone dividing the Korean 
peninsula. He said the situa- 
tion was “quite troubling... 
we're all waiting to see how 
that idays out." 

Other U.S. officials sought 
to play down North Korea’s 
rhetoric. “It’s not their first 
such statement,” President Bill 
Clinton's national security 
adviser, Anthony Lake, said 
earlier Tuesday. 

Washington and its allies 


suspect North Korea of de- 
veloping nuclear weapons. 
Pyongyang denies this but has 
refused to let the Vienna-based 
International Atomic Energy 
Agency inspect two of its most 
sensitive suspected nuclear 
sites. 

Mr. Woolsey seemed to sug- 
gest that spies for the United 
States may have penetrated the 
reclusive North Korean gov- 
ernment. 

Asked whether the secretive 
Stalinist state was difficult for 
the United States to pierce, he 
replied: “Difficult, yes. Im- 
passible, no.” 

“So someone’s there?” King 
pressed, referring to roies for 
the United States. “Impossi- 
ble, no^” Woblsty 1 , repeated, 
grinning broadly. 

At another point, he de- 
scribed U.S. knowledge of 
North Korea’s inner workings 
in tins way: “We get some kind 
of intelligence very frequently, 
at least several times a week,” 
be added that he was referring 
to what be regarded as good 
intelligence. 

Mr. Woolsey predicted that 
U.S. and South Korean forces 
would be able to defend South 
Korea if they had ^ ‘a ppro priate 
wanting” of any future North 
Korean invasion. 


India ruling party poised 
to win key state elections 


BHOPAL, India (R) — India’s 
ruling Congress Party looked 
poked Wednesday to sweep to 
power in the central state of 
Madhya Pradesh, dealing a se- 
rious blow to the nationwide 
ambitions of the Hindu 
nationalist opposition. 

With results declared for 151 
of the 320 seats in the state 
assembly. Congress had clin- 
ched 85 against 56 for the 
right-wing Bharatiya .Janata 
Party (BJP), its main rival. 

Congress was also ahead in 
88 other seats- where partial 
results were made public dur- 
ing the count. The BJP, which 
campaigns on a platform of 
thinly-veiled Hindu chauvin- 
ism. was leading in 58 other 
seats. 

The result is widely seen as 
deciding who comes out on top 
in last month’s five key state 
elections. The first four saw 
both success and disappoint- 
ment for the two main parties. 

The BJP held power in 
Madhya Pradesh until 3 year 
ago. when Prime Minister P.V. 
Narasimha Rao sacked BJP 
governments in four states and 
imposed central rule. 

Mr. Rao accused the party 
of encouraging Hindu zealots 
who tore down a 16th century 
mosque in the northern town 
of Ayodhya in the presence of 
all the main Hindu nationalkt 
leaders. 

The BJP had campaigned to 
replace the mosque — believed 
by many Hindu to occupy the 
site of the birthplace of their 
god. Lord Rama — with a 
temple. 

Tne demolition sparked reli- 

f ious riots across much of In- 
ia. More than 2.000 people 
were killed, mainly Muslims. 

Fresh state elections were 
held last month in the four 
ex-BJP states, plus polls for a 
newly-created assembly in the 
capital Delhi. 

Political analysts said a con- 
vincing victory for Congress in 
Madhya 'Pradesh would be a 
serious blow for the BJP, 
which bad hoped fur right-wing 
to fuel its drive for national 


power. 

The other results have been 
a mixed bag, with neither party 
malting an impressive showing. 
But most analysts said they 
were a much more serious set- 
back for the BJP. which only 
recently appeared to be on an 
unstoppable march to power. 

The righ-wing party scored a 
landslide victory in Delhi but 
was trampled by Congress in 
mountainous Himachal 
Pradesh. 

It also failed to gain an out- 
right majority in desert Rajas- 
than, where it has been forced 
to seek support from indepen- 
dent candidates to .bid for con- 
trol of the government. 

Both the mam parties made 
big losses in the politically vital 
northern state of Uttar 
Pradesh, India’s most popu- 
lous region, where a regional 
alliance of left-leaning parties 
emerged as a major challenger. 

Final- resnlts Wednesday 
showed the BJP managed to 
scrape a one-seat victory over 
the alliance, winning 177 seats 
against 176 for the combined 
Samajwadi Party and Bahujan 
Samaj Party. 

But political analysts said 
the alliance could count on the 
backing of Congress and the 
centre-left Janata Dal, which 
until now has been the third 
force in Indian politics, to form 
the new state government. 

A solid win in Madhya 
Pradesh would also shore up 
Mr. Rao*s own shaky position 
in Congress, analysts said. Riv- 
als within the party have ac- 
cused the 72-year-old leader of 
indecisiveness and being slow 
to counter the BJP challenge. 

Analysts had predicted he 
would be ousted as party chief 
unless Congress captured at 
least one and probably two of 
the ex-BJP states. 

Senior congress officials said, 
the win in Himachal Pradesh 
and the party’s betrer-than ex- 
pected performance in Rajas- 
than made Mr. Rao much 
stronger, and a win in Madhy 3 
Pradesh would seal his posi- 
tion. 


3rd blast 
in 24 hours 
rocks 
S. Africa 

JOHANNESBURG (AFP) — 
An explosion ripped through a 
South African power station 
after two blasts in Natal pro- 
vince killed one person and 
injured 21 , a week ahead of 
political changes to bring 
Slacks into decision-making. 

No one was hurt in the bust 
Tuesday at Kragrcxsdrop, hot 
it extensively damaged the sta- 
tion 50 kilometres west of here 
and caused a black -out in the 
area, police spokesman Major 
Joseph Ngobeni said 
Wednesday. 

He said an explosive device 
was reponsible- for the. blast, 
which came hours after 
another bomb, set off on the 
eve of a right-wing conference 
at a hotel south of Durban in 
the eastern Natal province, iin- 
jored five people. 

Police spokesman Lieute- 
nant Dawood Rader said the 
bomb placed under the bar 
exploded three times, seriously 
damaging the hotel in Port 
Edward. 

Hie hotel is directly opposite 
a state-subsidised resort for 
members of the police force, 
but Lt. Kader said they could 
link the explosion neither to 
the right-wing conference nor 
to the police resort 

“It’s hard to say if they were 
targeting policemen or mem- 
bers of the public.. . the area is 
full now because of the holiday 
season," Lt. Kader said. 

Themis Van Rensburg, the 
hotel owner’s son, said right- 
wingers had booked the hotel 
for a conference on how to 
achieve a separate white home- 
land. 

“The bomb went off 24 
hours early,” he told the South 
African news agency. “If peo- 
ple had been there, they would 
nave been killed.” 


Anglo-Irish summit set for Friday 


' DUBLIN (Agencies) — hid Prime 
Minister Albert Reynolds said' 
Wednesday that an Anglo-Ir- 
ish summit on Northern Ire- 
land, placed in doubt by disclo- 
sures of British contacts with 
the IRA, would go ahead 
Friday. 

“In view of the desire of 
myself and the British prime 
minister to make progress on 
the peace initiative, it is onr 
intention to. hold a series of 
meetings during the month of 
December,” Mr. Reynolds 
told the Irish parliament. 

"The first of these, a work- 
ing meeting, will be held in 


Dublin Friday," he said. 

The summit with Britain’s 
John Major had been pencilled 
in for Friday but Dublin 
sources had said it was being 
held up by disagreements over 
the wording of a joint com- 
munique to be issued at the 
end. 

‘ Britain's confirmation Mon- 
day of secret contacts with the 
Irish Republican Army (IRA), 
which is fighting to end British 
rale in the province, bad also 
jeopardised the summit, with' 
Mr. Reynolds indicating he 
needed time to consider the 
implications. 


On Monday, Mr. Reynolds 
described the disclosure of the 
contacts as “most unhelpful 
but vowed the “peace process 
will not go away”. He said 
Ireland had not had contact 
with the IRA. 

Mr. Major and Mr. 
Reynolds stepped up the 
search for peace in Northern 
Ireland after 27 people were 
killed in sectarian attacks in 
October. 

A month's loll in violence 
ended Tuesday with a bomb- 
attack and separate gun attack 
on British troops in Belfast 
One Roman Catholic man was 
kiHed by Protestant . extremists. 


Khmer Rouge retake strongholds 


PHNOM PENH (AFP) — The* 
radical Khmer Rouge have re- 
taken a number of strongholds 
in central Cambodia which 
were captured by government 
forces in August, a Ministry of 
Information spokesman said 
Wednesday. 

The guerrilla faction merged 
seven of its divisions to create a 
1 , 200 -member force to overran 
the Kraya and Sokreaxn dis- 
tricts of the contested province 
of Kompong Thom, spokes- 
man Sieng La Presse said. 

Government forces, pulled 
back from the area ana were 
reluctant to launch a counter- 
offensive, fearing the local civi- 


lian population would be in- 
jured in the fighting, he said. 

“Right now they (Khmer 
Rouge) try to get thepeople as 
the human shields. That's one 
of our very very (big) con- 
cerns" Mr. Sieng La Presse 
.said. 

Sixteen government soldiers 
have been killed, seven 
wounded and four are missing 
since the Nov. 26 attack, be 
said, adding that three police- 
men were afro captured by the 1 
Khmer Rouge. 

The infamous one-legged 
Khmer Rouge General Ta 
Mok was believed to be over- 
seeing the actions of the seven 


combined guerrilla divisions 
now operating under the title 
of the ”1001 front", Mr. Sieng 
La Presse said. 

Clashes had spread to 20 
kilometres from the village of 
stung, which straddles the 
strategic national Route 6 run- 
ning from Kompong Thom to 
Siem Reap province, he said, 
describing the area as a “hot 
spot." 

However, there were suffi- 
cient numbers of government 
troops in the area to deal with 
the Khmer Rouge threat and 
outside reinforcements were 
not necessary, Mr. Sieng La 
Presse said. 


Patten’s credibility is on line 
with his next move on Hong Kong 


HONG KONG (AFP) — Gov- 
ernor Chris Patten is expected 
to press ahead Thursday with a 
limited package of electoral 
reforms for Hong Kong in a 
move likely to further anger 
China while failing to satisfy 
local demands for greater 
democracy, analysts said. 

Mr. Patten is due to tell a 
Legislative Council meeting of 
his next step in the vexed dis- 
pate with China over the 
evolution of the colony’s poli- 
tical institutions prior to its 
return to Chinese rale in 1997. 

Following the breakdown of 
Sino-British talks on the issue 
over the weekend;? a decision 
to limi t the electoral reform 
package would leave the door 
open for last-chance negotia- 
tions on more sensitive aspects 
of how Hong Kong shall be 
goyemed in the ran-up to 


1997, analysts said. 

Though China is almost cer- 
tain to react angrily to any . 
unilateral British move, poll-’ 
tical analysts doubted that the 
potential row that lies ahead 
will have a long-term impact 
on business in the thriving 
colony. 

Indeed, the Hong Kong 
Stock Exchange's blue-chip 
Hang Seng Index rose 1.41 
per cent as investors dung to 
hopes that Beijing and London 
can yet find common ground, 
brokers said. 

But by trying to appear con- 
ciliatory, 15 months after he 
.first angered China. with his . 
original blueprint for a more 
democratic Hong Kong, Mr. 
Patten may score few points 
among Hong Kong’s six mil- 
lion people, analysts said. 

‘T don't see the Chinese 


giving in,” said Robert Broad- 
root, managing director of 
Political and Economic Risk 
Consultancy Ltd., a Hong 
Kong company that monitors 
South East Asian economies 
for major corporate clients. 

“Even the partial bill Patten 
is talking about is starting to 
seriously erode his credibility,” 
he said. 

“It’s going to appear to the 
Hong Kong public that he’s 
starting to pull his punches — 
and the feeling is going to be. 
‘well, he’s just going to pull 
’em until 1997Y ? . 

The United Democrats poli- 
tical party — the most popular 
in Hong Kong when the last 
elections were held in 1991 — 
• is already on record as saying it 
would oppose anything less 
than Patten’s original reform 
proposals ' 


N. Zealand Labour Party picks first 
woman leader in post-election coup 


HEM IGTON (AFP) — 
%■ jBction infighting within 
ijHftew Zealand opposition 
uoour Party climaxed 
Wednesday with the dumping 
of leader Mike Moore in 
favour of Helen Clark, the first 
woman to lead a major party 
here. 

The party caucus took 20 
"rinntes to elect her on a first 
ballot, 26 to 19, with former' 
Finance Minister David* 
Caygfll, a Clark supporter, 
selected as deputy. 

Mr. Moore later told a press 
conference he and his wife 
’ were going to 'take a brief 
holiday to consider his future: 
“All options are open to ns,” 


he said. 

Asked if he would stay with 
the party he replied;*“I believe 
in the New Zealand Labour 
Party.” 

Ms. Clark, a 43-year-old 
political scientist, has been the 
powerbroker in the party for 
the last five years and man- 
oeuvred Mr. Moore into be- 
coming prime minis ter in 1990, 
six weeks . before elections 
which the party knew it would 
lose and did so by a landslide. • 

La general elections on Nov. 
6 , Labour won 45 seats to the 
riding National Party’s 50 in 
the 99-seat chamber. 

Although die Moore-domin- 


ated campaign won back for 
Labour lo seats lost in the 1990 
elections. The party’s total 
vote was down slightly. 

Labour tradition has it that a 
leader who loses two elections 
must go, but Mr. Moore, 44, 
has for the last week fought 
against history. He called 
Clark a “chardonnay socialist" 
and his supporters daimed she 
was the figurehead of a left- 
wing lesbian group, labelled 
the ‘‘Husbandfcss’* and “the 
Sisters.” 

Ms. Clark, who is married, 
said there was an element of 
“homophobia” about the cam- 
paign. 


Asia is next battleground in fight against AIDS 


BANGKOK (R) — The 
world's battle against AIDS 
wfll be won or tost in Asia, 
where widespread prostitution, 
cultural taboos and ignorance 
of the deadly disease have 
hampered efforts to stem its 
spread, experts say. 

Infection rates in the region 
are soaring and by 2000 Asia 
could have 90 per cent of all 
new infection, or one million 
cases a year, John Dwyer, 
president of the AIDS Society 

of Asia and the Pacific, said 
recently. 

He said that by 1997 Asia 
would have more people in- 
fected with the HIV virus that 
causes AIDS than Africa. 

The rapid spread of the kil- 
ler also threatens to take a 
staggering toll on the region's 
burgeoning economies, rob- 
bing them of productive adults 
anti exacting costly medical 
care, experts said. 

The crisis is shockingly de- 
monstrated in Thailand, where 
one in 5Q sexnally-active adults 

— 400,000 to 600,000 people 

— are believed infected with 
the HIV virus, according to the 
World Bank’s 1993 report on 
health. 

In India, 1.6 million people 
are believed infected with the 
virus, the Worid. Health Orga- 
nisation (WHO) estimates. 

“HIV infections have been 
growing so fast that in a year, 
India wfll have, the highest 
number of HIV cases in the 
world,” Ishwar,Gi!ada, found- 
er and secretary of the anti- 
AIDS Indian Health Organisa- 


tion (EHO), said Wednesday, 
Worm Aids Day. 

HIV is transmitted through 
contaminated blood, sexual in- 
tercourse or shared in- 
travenous drug use. 

From the first case of AIDS 
in Thailand in 1984, the inci- 
dence has rocketed to' 6,496 
cases of AIDS and AIDS-re- 
lated complex at the end of 
September, 1,740 of whom 
have died. 

AIDS is now Thailand's - 
highest priority public health 
concern, with efforts concen- 
trating on educating Thais on 
safe sex and trying to change a 
culture where multiple sex 
partners is not condemned. 

The magnitude of the task 
was demonstrated by a case 
where villagers believed they 
were having safe sex by placing 
a condom on their finger be- 
cause officials demonstrated its 
use that way. 

John Unsphakorn, director 
of Thai ann-AIDS group U-C 
cess, said less lecturing and 
more participation and discus- 
sion programmes needed to be 
directed at specific risk groups. 

“I think HIV/AIDS is still 
underground. People are not 
able to come out into the 
open,” said Mr, Ungphakorn. 
“when communities are in- 
volved in caring for people 
living with HTv/AIDS, that 
will Help them to protect them- 
selves. 

Mr. Dwyer told a conference 
in Sydney last month that 
Asia’s politicians, preoccupied 
with pressing economic and 


social problems, were “fright- 
eningly uniznpresed” by the 
danger imposed by AIDS. 

The IHO's Gilada was 
harshly critical of India, calling ’ 
New Delhi’s efforts to combat 
AIDS “totally inadequate." 

“The anti-AIDS campaign is 
a low priority issue/* he said. 

In China the government 
may be contributing to misin- 
formation about the disease by 
emphasising its "foreign” na- 
.ture and doing little to reach 
relatively high risk groups, ex- 
perts said. 

State media Wednesday re- 
potted Beijing has officially 
registered 1,159 people as HIV 
positive, with 19 cases of 
AIDS. 

Health experts say the rise in 
H3V/AIDS infection has been 
sharp and could herald a se- 
rious future problem, howev- 
er. The nature of fransunssion 
is changing as well, with some 
HTV-posiiive cases traceable to 
sexual activity in urban areas 
instead of drag use in China's 
borders as before. 

In Indonesia the government 
expressed concern about its 
growing AIDS problem but 
does not want to antagonise its 
laree Muslim population. 

• Only 172 people are official- 
ly registered in Indonesia as 
having the HIV vims, bat offi- 
cials say the number is prob- 
ably around 20,000. They pre- 
dict the number could increase 
to 500,000 by 1995 if no urgent 
measures are taken. 

Family '-.Planning Minister 
Haryono Suyono said Tuesday 


uie government is considering 
throwing a cordon around red- 
light districts and demanding 
that all who enter cany con- 
doms. 

Health experts see a danger- 
ous. spillover of Thailand's 
AIDs problem to its impover- 
ished neighbours Burma and 
Cambodia. 

WHO officials estimated 
Wednesday about 2,000 
Cambodians have been in- 
fected by HIV, exacerbated by 
an influx of Vietnamese ana 
Thai prostitutes. 

One AIDS health expert 
who returned from Burma ear- 
lier this year estimated there 
were between 300,000 to 
400,000 HTV carriers there, 
spread by Burmese women 
who illegally worked in Thai- 
land as prostitutes. 

According to the World 
Bank report, more than 80 per 
twit of HIV-infected people 
lived in developing countries in 
1990 but less than $200 million 
[of the world’s total $1.5 billion 
lof spending on AIDS preven- 
tion went to this region. 

■ South Korea has so far been 
roared an HIV epidemic 
although the numbers are on 
the rise, the Health gnd Social 
Affairs Ministry said. Of the 
314 cases detected since 1985, 
69 were reported in the first 11 
months of this year. 

South .Koreans remain sur- 
prisingly ignorant of the dis- 
ease. A newspaper survey of 
6,035 college freshmen found 
more than 40 per cent thought 
AIDS could . be contracted 
from a kiss. 


Church sex abuse 
victims win $13m 
settlement 

ALBUQUERQUE. New 
Mexico (AFP) — Seventeen 
men who said they had been 
sexually oiolested by a former 
Roman Catholic priest have 
agreed on a $13 million settle- 
ment, lawyers said. Accusf ~«is 
Jason Sigler, 55, who left fiie 
priesthood in 1982 after being 
charged with sexually abusing 
a child. He pleaded guilty a 
year later in exchange -for a 
deferred sentence. More than 
30 people have sued the 
Archdiocese of Santa Fe. New 
Mexico, saying its priests — 
*. about 12 have oeen named — 
abused them when they were 
children. Sigler is to testify 
within five days about how 
much - the archdiocese knew 
about his sexual habits and 
when it knew. The accusers' 
lawyer said Sigler had filed 
claims against eight insurance 
companies representing priests 
at uie archdiocese and had 
agreed to give his rights to/he 
claims to the plaintiffs. Si^ir 
believes the insurance firms 
failed to supply him with a 
defence against the lawsuits 
charging -sexual abuse, the 
lawyer said. Sigler met with 16 
of his accusers Monday and 
apologised. “I couldn't believe 
he came forward, but I’m glad 
he did and showed his guilt,” 
said Timothy Martinez, who 
alleges he was sexually 
molested by the former pries-’. 

Thieves steal 
Meat Loafs bag * 

PARIS (AFP) — Pop "Star 
Meat Loaf put up a 6,000 
francs ($ 1 , 000 ) reward after 
thieves made off like a bat out 
of hell with a leather bag con- 
taining his identity papers and 
work cassettes, a relic? le 
source said Tuesday. The theft 
happened at the Roissy- 
Charles De Gaulle Airport as 
the U.S. pop -star, real name 
Marvin Lee Adley, was leaving 
Paris following, a day of press 
interviews. Also in the bag 
were credit cards and ' a 
camera, belonging to the sin- 
ger who is currently at the top 
of both the British and Amer- 
ican charts with his new album 
Bat Out Of Hell U. 

High school 
stripper told to 
kee p clot hes on 

SARNIA, Ontario (R) — An 
18-year-old Catholic high 
school student agreed to quit 
his night job as a mde stripper 
after he was threatened with 
expulsion, a school board offi- 
cial said. John Ross, director 
of education at the Lambton 
County Roman Catholic 
school board, said the student 
will leave his $200 per week 
job peeling to a G-string for 
female audiences. Tbe boy is a 
grade 13 pupil at St. Patrick’s 
High School. “As a Catltf’ .' 
board, we expect & high degree 
of conduct and we viewed this 
activity as unacceptable. It was 
creating a disturbance in the 
high school," Mr. Ross said. 
He said the board invoked a 
clause in Canada’s, Education 
Act allowing school boards to 
act against conduct “injurious 
to the moral tone of a school." 
Reports said the boy used tbe 
stage name Eric and was a 
favourite of the women who 
frequented the Chen's Cham- 
pagne Hub in Sarnia, near 
Detroit. 

Fisherman nets 
historic haul 

TORSMINDE, Denmr^ 
(AFP) — A shrimp fisherman 
has recovered by accident the 
anchors f rom two old English 
warships which sank off the 
western coast of Denmark in 
1811, officials said. The fisher- 
man hauled up the anchors — 
from the HMS St George and 
HMS Defence — after they 
became caught in his nets while 
out fishing in shallow waters 
overnight Monday. Some 
1,400 people perished when 
the two vessels sank on De- 
cember 23, 1811 during heavy 
storms off the Danish coast, in 
what was the North Sea's worst 
maritime disaster. Only 12 Of 
the 850-strong crew on the 
98-gun HMS St George sur- 
vived the .disaster when 
boat sank on its return voysgfc 
to England after being rimed 
in Botany Bay, said Per- Jens 
Holm from the Ringkoebiflg 
Museum, in western Denmark. 
The smaller HMS Defence, 
which was accompanying the 
HMS St George, sank with 500 
men on board. The three-ton- 
ne anchor from the “HMS St 
George” which measures five 
metres in length, got tangled 
up in the fisherman's drag-net 
at a depth of 10 metres. Tbe 
other one was found in the 
same area. They will now go 
on display in the Torsmmde 
Museum of Sinkings, which 
also exhibits other artifacts 
from the two ships which have 
been recovered by divers. Both 
ships were surveying Danfch 
territorial waters" to protect 
English -trading ships from 
Danish pirates, after the defeat 
of the Danish fleet in 1S01 
during a violent battle, off 
Copenhagen. • 
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JOHANNESBURG (AFP) — 
Africa Sports National have 
been warned to expect a battle 
if they want to retain t heir 
African Cup Winner Cup 
crown in Cano's Nasser Sta- 
dium Friday. 

A 1-1 first leg draw in Abid- 
jan has left top Egyptian dub 
A1 AM as favourites to win the 
competition for a record fourth 
tune. 

“I never make predictions, 
but one thing is certain — 
^Africa Sports will know - they 
Tiave been in a battle when 
they walk off the pitch Fri- 
day/’ Al AHi coach Allan 
Harris warned. 

Harris, formerly Tenry Ven- 
ables' assistant at Barcelona, is 
confident of success. “We got a 
good result in Abidjan on a 
very bad pitch." 


A1 Alin, who have never lost 
at home in the cup, would have 
won in Abidjan but for a late 
equaliser from Gabriel Oiolo- 
the forward whose eight 
goals in last season's competi- 
tion mclnded the winner when- 
the two sides clashed at the 
quarterfinal stage. 

Africa Sports tvent on to 
become the first Ivorian win- 
ners of the trophy and then 
beat Champions Cup Wydad 
Casablanca of Morocco to lift 
the inaugural African Super 
Cup. 

But AI Ahli’s formidable 
home record suggests both 
trophies will slip from their 
grasp Friday. 

In 21 home matches in the’ 
competition, the Egyptians, 
who can count on the support 


of 100,000 partisan fans, have 
won 19 and drawn two, scored 
49 goals and conceded only 
three. 

After winning three seasons 
running from 1984-86, they re- 
tained the General Mostafa 
Trophy, Organisers used the 



African leader. 

As well as home advantage, 
Al Ahii have the edge in ex- 
perience: 

Al Ahii goalkeeper Ahmad 
Shoubeir, fullback Ibrahim 
Hassan and his brother, striker 
Hossam, played for Egypt in 
the 1990 World Cup finals, and 
Mohammad Ramadan is a con- 
sisting scorer. 

For Africa Sports. Okolosi 


has managed only three goals 
in this campaign, two less than 
Nigerian compatriot Thomp- 
son O Hha and Ahm ad O iiaf - 
tara. 

Powerfully built Beugre 
Yaeo is another dangerous 
striker, Captain Serge Alan 
Maguy a skillful mdifielder, 
while veteran Pascal Miezan 
has been recalled to bolster a 
suspect defence. 

Defeat would be particularly 
unpleasant for Raeirid Cher- 
adi, an Algerian coach who 
moved from Burundi Gub 
Vital’O to mastermind Africa 
Sports’ Mandela Cop defence. 

Last December, Cheradi sat 
helpless on the sideline as Afri- 
ca Sports tore Vital'O to 
shreds in the final in Abidjan. 

Now he faces death on the 
Nile. 
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Aston Villa ends Arsenal’s cup run 
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LONDON (AFP) — Aston 
Villa striker Dalian Atkinson 
ended Arsenal's astonishing 
v 25-match unbeaten cup run 
- y here with the only goal in a 
, g fourth round English League 
;> Cup tie. 

The fleet-footed striker pris- 
§§fcd the Gunners’ grip from the 
trophy with a fourth-minute 
, ■ , shot following a smart ex- 
change with Dean Saunders. 

It was Villa's second win in a 
month at Highbury and their 
eighth in their last 10 meetings 
with the gunners, whose defeat 
was their first in a home cup 
match for three years. 

Villa were fortunate to win 
the premiership match, but 
were full value for their success 
' this time, catching Arsenal on 
one of their poorer nights 
when even their famed set- 
pieces' were miserably unpro- 
ductive. 

Manchester United and first 
division Tranmere also mar- 
ched into the quarterfinals. 
United with a comfortable 2-0 
victory at Everton and Tran- 
re with a 3-0 home drubbing 


c* 
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■ Oldham. 


Welsh internationals Mark 
Hughes and Ryan Giggs 
7. guided United through to the 

v 


last eight with, goals after 13 
and 46 minutes to repeat last 
month's premiership victory 
over Howard Kendall’s team. 

Hughes hammered a dipping 
drive into the net — his 10th 
goal of the season — while 
Giggs fired home after Neville 
Southall could only palm an 
Andrei Kanchelskis shot into 
his path. 

However, United's Danish 
goalkeeper, Peter Schmeichel, 
helped their cause consider- 
ably with a 52nd minute penal- 

§ i save from Tony Cottee after 
tuart Barlow had been fouled 
by Gary Pallister. 

The premiership leaders 
were full value for their win, 
though, as they also had three 
goals disallowed within four 
minutes in the second half. 

Meanwhile, Tranmere 
reached the last eight for die 
.first time with their win over 
Oldham, who bad to battle 
with 10 men from the 36th 
minute after defender Richard 
Jobson was sent off for a pro- 
fessional foul on John 
Aldridge. 

Tranmere capitalised with 
two goals from midfielder Ged 
Brannan, who struck with a 
52nd minute drive and 60th 


minute lob, and o ne from 
Aldridge a minute from time. 

In the all first division tie 
Portsmouth forced a home re- 
play by drawing 0-0 at base- 
ment club Peterborough. 

In the Scottish premier divi- 
sion Motlherwell regained first 
place from Aberdeen with a 
1-0 home win over Partick 
Thistle. 

The vital goal came after 71 
minutes, when Doug Amott 
prised open the Thistle defence 
and, as Gran! Tierney failed to 
clear, Phil O'Donnell nipped 
in to drive the ball into the roof 
of the net. 

Celtic were denied a share of 
spot when they went down 1-0 
at Dundee United to surrender 
their nine-game unbeaten run. 

Paddy Connolly grabbed the 
winner, pouncing on a blunder 
by Peter Grant in the 72nd 
minute to score his first league 

? oal of the season and give 
lotted only their second win in 
13 games. 

The night's two other pre- 
•mier games ended in goalless 
stalemates, Hibernian suffer- 
ing their third successive blank 
at home to St Johnstone and 
Kilmarnock being held by 
Heart of Midlothian. 


Cuba herds athletes to stop defections 
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PONCE, Puerto Rico (AFP) 
— A flood of defections 
prompted Cuban officials to 
spirit more of their athletes 
away from here Tuesday, leav- 
ing a token contingent to 
savour Cuba's success in the 
Central American and Carib- 
bean- Games.- -'V— • 

Cuba claimed a massive 227 
gold medals in the games, and 
361 medals in all- 
Mexico, runners-up in the 
medal standings, had just 64 
golds among their 243 medals. 


But Cuban officials were 
embarrassed by the defection 
of at least 34 athletes, includ- 
ing medal-winning cyclists, 
gymnasts and weightlifters. 


On Tuesday, a fifth plane 
‘ parted 
U.S. commonwealth island. 


load of Cubans departed this 


iri ' i ’ : The tiny group left to march 
r "'in the closing ceremonies in- 
cluded the gold medal winning 
baseball team, who were to 


play an exhibition game 
Wednesday night. 

The defections were not li- 


FIFA bans ‘bad loser’ coach 


HARARE, Zimbabwe 
• ( — Soccer’s governing 
> ruled Zimbabwe a bad loser in 
“ its World Cup qualifying round 
r and banned the coacn from 
;■ training any soccer team for a 
.ffiea r, loc al sp orts officials s aid. 
M The International Federa- 
tion of Football Associations, 
FIFA, also fined coach 
; Reinhard Fabisch ($3,000 and 
\ imposed a levy of the same 
, amount on ZIFA, its Zimbab- 
: wean affiliate, for general mis- 

conduct at a World Cop Africa 


Zone qualifying match against 
Cameroon in Yaounde on Oct. 
10 . 

’’Fabisch, a German, was re- 
peatedly repri mand ed by 
uptdi officials during Zim- 
babwe’s 3-1 defeat by the West 
Africans. He bad stormed onto 
the field challenged the referee 
and players. 

ThaTdefeat put Zimbabwe 
out of the runnmg for a -* — 


in next year’s Wor 
in the united States. 
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GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
&TANNAH HIRSCH 
01983 TttifH MwAi Santa, he 

SPOT THE WINNING CLUE 
Both vulnerable. Sooth dub. 

NORTH 

*KS 
9 K 7 

.U. 0O9784 

0 *8642 


EAST 

• 010964 
7J943 
0 K3 2 
*Q 


WEST 

* 7 63 2 
9 Q 10 8 2 
6 A 6 

* J 10 7 

SOUTH 
* A J 
- 9 A 6 6 
OJ 10 8 
. * A K 95 3 

The bidding: 

Sooth West North East 

X NT Paw 2 NT Pan 

3 NT Paw Paw Paw 

Opairing bad; Two of 9 
To noka thna no trump. South 
must devatop one of the minor suits 

far three extra tricks. Which soft 
would 70 a choose, and why? 

With eight points and a five-card 
•nit. North vas dttrfr worth an 
invitational raise to two no trump. 
South's 17 prime points and a five- 
jeard suit to boot would hare per- 
1 Caspar Milquetoast to 


with oofer six fin tricks. South bad 


to develop three more for the oon- 
trwt Would yon tackle dubs or dia- 
monds first? 

There is a tendency to go after the 
longer, s trong e r suit immediately, 
and that would be right if declarer 
could not afford to give up the lead 
more T han once. However, the odds 
are against chibs breaking evenly. If 
the suit divides 3-1. declarer would 
have only eight tricks. 

The clincher , however, is the 
of opening lead. If West's two 
of hearts is an honest card, and 
there is no reaeon to believe other- 
wise, the suit is distributed 4-4 and 
the defender* can establish only two 
heart tricks. Therefore, declarer can 
afford to force out the ace and king 
of diamonds to set op three tricks in 
suit and. with the six sure win- 
ners on the tide, the contract rolls 
home. 

Note declarer would not be 
to make an assumption about 
die heart suit had the lead hew 
anything but the deuce. Since the 
eigh t wrisahur hearts rate to break 5- 

3 rather than evenly, declarer would 

then have to hope for an even dub 
break g "d suffer defeat — even » 

hearts are 4-4. the defenders score a 

chib far tbc setting trick. 


mited to athletes. Rolando 
Sanchez, a 55-year-old former 
judo champion sought ayslum 
while refereeing at the games. 

He admitted it would be 
hard to adjust to a new society 
at his age. but said his family 
supported his decision.;-. 

V Bo b'' Brennan spokesman 
for the organisers of the 1996 
Olympic Games in Atlanta, 
noted that the defections 
brought a huge amount of 
sports talent to Puerto Rico. 

“If these guys stay. Puerto 
Rico would have a hell of a 
(Olympic) team." he said. 

But the Cubans would prob- 
ably not be elegible to compete* 
i n Atlanta . 

Though the United States, 
wants asylum to almost all 
Cuban refugees, the athletes 
would also have to gain 
citizenship and be given a 
•waiver from Cuban Olympic 
officials to compete for their 
new country. 


Taylor 

rejects 

Birmingham 

job 

BIRMINGHAM. England 
(AFP) — Graham Taylor, who 
resigned as England manager 
last week, rejected an immedi- 
ate chance to return to club 
football with first division 
stragglers Birmingham City. 

The one-time Aston villa 
boss told City that be did not 
want to be considered for the 
vacancy at St Andrews, which 
arose with Terry Cooper’s res- 
ignation Monday. 

Birmingham owner David 
Sullivan is a fan of Taylor, who 
enjoyed great success across 
the city at Villa before moving 
into the England hot seat. 
Cooper recommended : Taylor 
as his successor. 

But Birraangham managing 
director Karren Brady said: 
“We contacted Graham to ask 
him whether he would want 
the job if it was offered to him 
and he told us • he felt it was 
too early for him to come back 
into club management. " 

Cooper, the former England 
and Leeds full-back,' has 
pledged to end his 33-vear in- 
volvement in football after 
being the target of a hate cam- 
paign by Birmingham fans. 

“I've always said this would 
be my last job,*' he reasoned. 
"I've certainly no intention of 
rushing back in." 

. Sullivan .said: “Taylor has 
got-ta fabulous- '.record at dub 
level ’ and is someone you 
would not rule out. 

“I would only worry that the 
people on the terraces may 
nave been brainwashed into 
opposing him." 

Cooper said: “If I’d been 
asked. I know who i would 
recommend as my successor — 
Graham Taylor." said Cooper. 
“But it would be too soon for 
him." 


Jordan Times 
Tel: 667171 
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25% Sale 


AJANI 


Amra Hotel - Amman. 1 


1989 JAGUAR XJ-6 

2000 km, 2.9cc, fully automatic, white outside, 
maroon leather inside. 

Price: JD 67,500. 

Call 642784 


CHRISTMAS BAZAAR 

The Evangelical Lutheran Church and 
The Scandinavian Ladies of Amman, 

Will have a Christmas Bazaar on Friday, Dec. 
3, 1993, from 1 1 a.m. to 4 p.m. in the Church 
Hall of the Evangelical Lutheran Good 
Shepherd Church in Urn Issumaq opposite 
the Municipality Building. 

Welcome 


AI Wihdat beats Al Arabi 2-0 
to top Jordan soccer standings 


ByAken Bamtayan 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The seventh 
week of the first division soccer 
championship will prove to be 
very crucial for teams vying for 
an advanced standing. In 
matches lined up Thursday AI 
Wihdat dash with al Ramtba. 

Al Jazireh take on titieholders 
Al Faisah. and Al Ahii face Al 
Yazmouk. 

Former champions AI 
Wihdat, who this week took 
the top spot from Al Arabi, 
will seek to assert themselves 
as a team worthy of winning 
the Kingdom's top soccer tide. 
Meanwhile, titieholders Al 
FaisaK, who have captured the 
title in 7 of the oast 13 seasons, 
a convincing 


spast 

will be aiming for a 
win in their Did to retain the 


title. 

Results in the past week 
came as no surpirse to anyone. 
However there were many in- 
stances of tension, between re- 
ferees and players which led to 
three red card bookings involv- 
ing some of the country’s best 


pla K 


the most-heated clash of 
the season, Al Qadissieb 
threatened to pull out of the 
championship after their 1-0 
loss to Al Faisali. 

■ Al faisah's only goal came 


from a header by veteran play- 
er Khaled Awad is the 73rd 
minute. Al Qadissieh's players 
protested the goal citing that 
their goalkeeper Khaled Abdul 
Fattafi was pushed by Al Faisa- 
li’s players in an attempt to 
stop him from saving the ball. 
The later lost the chance to 
equalise and protested again 
when the referee failed to 
award a penalty kick for a dear 
tackle in the penalty box. Ten- 
sion was heightened when the 
referee issued red card book- 
ings to Al Faisali’s Mousa 
Awad and Al Qadissieh’s 
Ahmad Sharif. 

The win enabled Al Faisali 
to capture second place for 
^now. 

Al Hussein remained in 
third place this week after a 1-1 
draw with Al Jazireh. 

Aref Hussein scored Al Hus- 
sein's goal from a penalty kick 
in the 25th minute. 

Al Jazireh ’s Murad Hassan 
equalised in the 47th minute, 
and Tawfiq Al Sahab lost a 
chance to give Al Jazireh a 
precious win when he lost an 
almost sure scaring chance. 
Both teams settled for 20 
points each. 

Al Ahii climbed to fifth 
place after an impressive 2-0 
win over lowly Al Baqaa. 

Amer WaH lost two scoring 


chances for AI Ahii early in the 
match. However teammate 
Nait Yadaj scored two goals in 
the 74th and S5th minutes to 
give his team three points in 
the standings before team cap- 
tain Amer Mumb was dismis- 
sed with a red card. 

‘ Al Ramtha, playing only 
their second match of the com- 
petition after taking part in the 
Arab Gub's Cup in Saudi Ara- 
bia, scored their second win 
with a 2-0 score over Sahab. 

Striker Khaled Al Aqomi 
scored both his team’s goals 
late in the second half. Hie 
first goal came by a header in 
the 81st minute, followed nine 
minutes later by another goal 
to give the win and a good 
moral boost after disappoint- 
ing results in the Arab tourna- 


ment. 

Al Wihdat ended AJ Arabi ’s 
short reign at the top after 
defeating them 2-0. Maiwan 
Al Shamali scored both his 
team’s goals, the first from a 
header m the 33rd minute, and 
the second after a free kick by 
Ibrahim Saadiyeb hit the post 
only to be netted in bv Shamali 
in the 75th minuter. 

During the past week the 
Jordan Soccer Federation de- 
cided to alter Al Yarmouk and 
Sahab’s 2-2 draw to a 3-0 win 
by Yarmouk after it turned out 
that a Sahab player with 4 
bookings had played in the 
match. Thus Yarmouk were 
given the winner's 3 points in 
the standings while Sahab lost 
two points and are now at the 
bottom of die table. 


Standings after 6th week 

Team P W GD D L GF GA Fts 


Al WUdat 
Al Fasti! 

Al Hsssem 
Al Arabi 
Al AM 
AJ Fates 
AlQafisskh 
Al Banda 
Al Ysnaoak 
Al Jazhth 
Al 

Sahab 


- 1 

1 1 

1 2 

2 2 

1 2 

1 2 


2 - - 2 5 
- - 3 4 5 
11-52 
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5 
11 
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Newcastle chief laughs off Keegan-England link 


NEWCASTLE, England 
(AFP) — Newcastle chairman 
Sir John Hall poured cold wa- 
ter on speculation making 
manager Kevin Keegan 
favourite to become England 
boss. 

The former England skipper 
has been installed by British 
bookmakers as a 5-2 tip to 
succeed Graham Taylor after 
Jimmy Armfieid's appoint- 
ment as the Football Associa- 
tion's advisor. 


Armfield chose Keegan as 
his front runner for the post 
when asked for his views as a 
radio pundit following Eng- 
land's failure to quanfv for 
next year’s World Cup finals. 

But Sir John said Wedens- 
day: “They can forget all about 


time. We wouldn't release 
Keegan and he wouldn't wish 
to be released. 

“The whole point of Kevin's 
new three-year contract was to 


kill off the England specula- 
tion. 

“He was being linked with 
the job when Graham Taylor 
was struggling before the Hol- 
land game, but he wanted to 
finish what we've started here 
and was more than happy to' 
sign a new deal dosing' the 
door on England until the sum- 
mer of 1996. What happens 
after that is very much another 
matter of course. 

“We held a press conference 


on Oct. 7 announcing the new 
contract. Both Kevin and my- 
self went on record that day. 
That is now part of history and 
1 wouldn't think for one mo- 
ment that Kevin woukkwam to 
break our deal." 

Keegan confirmed that, 
saving: "It would be pointless 
the FA approaching me. Most 
managers would like - to be in 
charge of England .it some 
time' hut the lime is definite iy 
not right for me." 


Top swimmers miss world challenge 


PALMA DE MALLORCA. 
Majorca (R) — Australians 
and Chinese have crossed half 
the globe for the first World 
Short-Course Swimming 
Championships but many top 
performers have stayed away.’ 

Some leading Enropeans have 
even travelled in the opposite 
direction, with the Hungarians 
making their annual escape 
from -the northern winter -to 
train in the sunshine of the 
Australian summer. 

Olympic champion Tam as 
Damyi and his colleagues in 
the elite Hungarian squad have 
set up their training camp in 
Perth. 

Their old team mate Norbert 
Rozsa. who came from no- 
where to win the world title in 
Perth in 1991. settled a year 
ago and now aims to swim for 
Australia at the 19% Olym- 
pics. 


While the Hungarians were 
far from home. Finland's 
European 200 metres indi- 
vidual medley champion Jani 
Sievinen was planning to com- 
pete in Hungary rather than 
Palma. 

Janet Evans is the only one 
of seven reigning American 
Olympic individual gold 
medallists , in the U-S: squad 
for the four-day championships 
which begin Thursday. 

Spain's Martin Lopez- 
Zubero and Japan's Kyoto 
Iwasaki are the only other indi- 
vidual Olympic champions tak- 
ing part. 

Alexander Popov and 
Evgeny Sadovyi, who shared 
four individual freestyle titles 
at the 1992 Barcelona games, 
are the most prominent of the 
absent Russian international 
champions. 

Popov, who won the 50 and 


100 metres freestyl. at last 
August European long-course 
championships in Sheffield. 
England, has his own Austra- 
lian option — his trainer Gen- 
nady Touretsky is head swim- 
ming coach af the Australian 
Sports Institute in Canberra. 

As for Palma: “It does not 
fit into his training program- 
me," a Russian "Swimming 
Federation official said. ; 

Australian distance freestyle 
king Kieren Perkins is another 
notable absentee, along with 
Germany's multi-European 
champion Franziska Van 
Almsick. who pulled out at the 
last minute because influenza- 
had interrupted her training 
programme , and New Zea- 
land's Olympic silver medallist 
Danyon Loader, who is taking 
exams. 

Damyi, Popov, Perking and 
other illustrious names have 


their sights trained on the more 
prestigious long-course World 
Championships" in Rome next 
September. 

Last' motifTf s European 
Sprint Championships in 
Gateshead. England, suffered 
because of the rival attraction 
of Palma, where some 4! Mi 
swimmers from more than 4tJ 
rjrfWM 11 ™ 5 WftfcWWK* tocom- 
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But Palma suffers too in a 
crowded international calen- 
dar. though an exceptional h 
powerful" Chinese women’s 
squad should guarantee for- 
midable performances. 

“He decided he didn't want 
to come because he had been 
involved in the Australian 
Olympic bid in Monaco and 
had not been able to do the 
work and set into full train- 
ing.'’ Talbot said. 


FOR RENT 


A brand new, complete super deluxe floor in Swetfieh, 
consisting of four bedrooms (one can be used as an extra 
sitting room) + office room, three bathrooms, big balconies, 
two terraces. Phone available. 

Interested, please call 825677 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 
IN UM UTHAINA 

Three bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, sitting room, luxurious 
-furniture, in a modem and new building, with telephone 
and independent central heating, suitable for a diplo- 
mat. 

Call tel. 820259, 826493 


FOR RENT 

New Furnished Floor of Villa 

Shmeisani, near Marriott Hotel, 3 bedrooms, 2 salons and 
dining room. L-shaped living room, equipped kitchen, 2 
bathrooms, balcony, separated central heating, garage, and 
entrance. Possibility unfurnished. Contact tel. 603070 


FOR RENT IN 5HMEISANE 

Unfurnished flat near the Cinited nations, one bedroom 
and one sitting room — JD 1800 per year. 

Call please 604301 


CARS FOR SALE/CUSTOMS UNPAID 

1. Nissan Patrol Safari - Grey colour. 1991 model. Fully 
automatic, 73,000 kms only. 

2. Mitsubishi Colt (GLX) - White colour - 1993. Fully 
automatic, sunroof, sport, 13,000 kms only. 

Interested call (09/954145) 


FOR SALE 

GERMAN SHEPHEARD PUPPS , 5 BITCHS , 
H • BONED , EXC PED. V . GOOD TEMP , 

6 WEEK OLD , BOTH PARENTS CAN BE SEEN . 
PRICE : - J D 120 EACH. 

ADDRESS RAMADA SHOPPING CENTRE 
AMMAN - MADABA ROAD 
AL-YAPUPAH , OPP . POST OFFICE . 


“J 
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FOR RENT 

New Furnished Deluxe 
Apartment 

Spacious. 3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, com- 
plete amenities. Located in Sweifieh.. 

Contact tel. 693800, 

Thursday 3:30 - 8:00 p.m., 

Friday 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m* 



— — — | 

HORIZON CULTURAL CENTRE jj 

Learn conversational English by experienced, 
professional, native speaker 
Courses starting now in: ☆Colloquial phrases 

☆ Idioms ☆ Phrasal verbs ☆ English conversation 

☆ Business vocabulary ☆Telephone skills 

☆ Individual attention ☆ And more... 

Limited spaces presently available for intermedi- 
ate level 

Shmeisani, for information cal! @81628 
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TcL: 634144 

PNILAMLWIIA 

Edie Murphy — in 

BOOMERANG 

Sows: 1230. 3:30, 6:15. *30. K*30 


CONCORD *r 


Mel Gibson — in 

FOREVER YOUNG 

Stows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 830. 1030 

CONCORD 3L 

THE FUGITIVE 

Shows: 1230. 330, 6:15. 830. 1030 


MADONNA 

IN 

BODY OF EVIDENCE 

Shows: 1230. 3:15. 5. 630, 830. 1030 


presents 


AMSir 


A popular political comedy 
Actors: Abeer issa, Daoud Jalajel. 
Haasan A! Shasr, Fuad Shomafi 
(n addition Id other comedians 
Every 'night at 8:15 
af?_9dd ^di-day 


Nabil & Hisfvarffs Td.: 625l5s1 ; 

ABIUHIHiMBB j 

The political comeay 

WEICCKEA8AS 


Daily 8:30 p.m. 

The theatre closes Saturday 
and Sunday 

English synopsis avafebb 
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New sanctions against 
Libya go into effect 


• CAIRO (Agencies) — U.N. 
s.incTions aimed at forcing 
Libya to hand oxer two miv 

' pccis for trial in the hombinu 
of Pan Am Flight H*3 went into 

• ct'lcct Wednesday with no offi- 
cial reliction from the Libyan 
government. 

The government news agen- 
cy JANA reported demonstra- 
. lions, against the sanctions in 
four Libyan cities, which it said. 
■ all ended with telegrams of 
support being sent to Libyan 
leader Colonel Muammar 
Oadhafi. 

Students who demonstrated 
at Benghazi University sent a 
'message addressing Col. 
(Judhiifi as a giant in an Arab 
World. JANA said demonstra- 
tors in the town of A! Sahel 
announced they were "aw ail- 
ing the order to die" to defend 
I jovn. 

*ffie news agency has been 
reporting almost daily protests 
against the sanctions since they 
were adopted by rlie l T .N. 
Security C ouneil on Nin, II. 

In one of these protests, it 
said. .one million people 
attended a rally at which Col. 
Oadhafi xowed not to hand 
over the suspects and 
threatened to set the country's 
oil wells afire. 

The new sanctions, which 
freeze Libyan assets abroad 
and ban sales of some nil 
.equipment to the country, 
were approved in a resolution 
proposed the United States. 
Britain and France. 

The Security Council 
adopted the new sanctions 


Nov. II. but it gave Lihyu a 
grace period until they went 
into ctfcrt on Wcdncsdav at 
12:01 a. in. FjtiT (050! UNIT). 

The sanctions freeze Libya's 
financial assets abroad hut ex- 
clude future hinds derived 
from oil. natural gas or agri- 
cultural commodities exports. 

Tlie resolution also prohibits 
the sale of nil-related equip- 
ment for refineries and for 
transporting oil and gives a 
detailed list of rhis equipment. 
But the list excludes produc- 
tion equipment Libya uses to 
drill for oil. 

Libya has been under U.N. 
sanctions since April 1992 that 
ban all civilians flights to and 
from the country and the sales 
of aircraft pans and arms. 

But the measures cun he 
suspended it Lihva surrenders 
the two accused for trial in 
Britain or the United States in 
connection with the bombing 
of Pan Am Flight 103. 

Libya also must satisfy de- 
mands of a French magistrate 
investigating the mid-flight 
bombing of France's UTa 
F light 772 over Niger in 19X9 in 
which 171 people died. 

To date there has been no 
visible sign from Libya that it 
would surrender the Lockerbie 
suspects. Abdel Baset Ali 
Mohammad AI Meghrahi and 
Al-Amin Khalifa" Fhimah. 
alleged by Washington and 
London to have been intelli- 
gence agents. Libya denies the 
charge. 

But Libya, in a letter re- 
leased Tuesday, wrote to 


France asking lor an urgent 
meeting to set up a date for the 
French magistrate to conic to 
Tripoli and continue his in- 
quiry. 

"Should the inquiries result 
in demunst rating that it is 
essential for the "two suspects 
to appear before a court, the 
Libyan authorities would have 
no objection to them doing 
so." the letter said. It did not 
specify the court. 

There was no immediate re- 
sponse from French officials, 
but other diplomats close to 
the case said they hoped some 

f rogress would he made on the 
IT A bombing. 

Otherwise, "they said Libya 
might not even consider hand- 
ing over the Lockerbie sus- 
■sects for fear sanctions would 
remain in place because of the 
French case. 

The sanctions have been 
crafted to avoid shutting down 
Libya's oil industry, the coun- 
try's lifeline. 

But Libya says Us economy 
has been seriously damaged by 
the current sanctions with ris- 
ing unemployment and a post- 
ponement in major construc- 
tion works, it fears its oil in- 
dustry might deteriorate for 
lack of some spare parts ban- 
ned under the new embargoes. 

•The latest U.N. actum 
already has been criticised by 
families of victims in rhe Lock- 
erbie bombing, who say the 
only restriction that would be 
effective would he blocking Li- 
byan oil exports, which earn 
about $9 billion a vear. 


Rabin praises humanitarian act’ of PLO 


BRUSSELS (Agencies) — 

■ Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 

■ Rabin Wednesday praised the 
"positive humanitarian act" of 
the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) after the PLO 
returned to Israel the identi- 

.fication lag of a long-missing 
Israeli soldier. 

Speaking to journalists 
covering his meeting with 
; European Parliament Speaker 
Egon Klepsch. Mr. Rabin said: 
"this is a positive humanita- 
.rian act on the part of the 
PLO. but I can't comment on 
what really happened" to the 
soldier, he said. 

The PLO recently returned 
• the tag and gave new informa- 
tinn about two other soldiers 
missing since rhe l9<N0s. he 
said.'' 

,l ' "' We must pursue our efforts 
and our contracts” to find out 


the fate of Israelis missing in 
action, he said. 

Asked uhnut the recent vio- 
lence in the Gaza Strip and the 
West Bank, he said it was the 
work of "extremist groups” 
opposed to the peace pritcess. 

Mr. Rabin, on a European 
tour to get support for the 
Isnidi-PLO peace plan, met 
Wednesday with Belgian 
Prime Minister Willy C"lacs. 
whose country is currently 

E 

II.. 

In Tunis. PLO Chairman 
Yasser Arafat's political advis- 
er Ahmad Tibi told Reuters 
the tag belonged to Sergeant 
Zachary Buumcl. a member of 
a three-man Israeli tank crew 
which went missing in the Be- 
kaa Valley during the Israeli 
invasion of Lebanon 1982. 


resident of "the European 
Community, and King Albert 


He said Mr. Arafat handed 
over the tag on Tuesday in 
Tunis to Mr. Rabin's political 
adviser. Jacques Neriah. who 
then flew to Rome to meet Mr. 
Rabin there. 

At a meeting in Cairo in 
October Mr. Rabin asked Mr. 
Arafat to help gather informa- 
tion on three missing Israeli 
soldiers. 

Dr. Tibi, who attended the 
Arfat-Neriah meeting, refused 
to say anything about the other 
two missing soldiers. 

"Arafat considers this a 
humanitarian issue, given that 
families of the missing soldiers 
have asked for this help. 

"We expect also from the 
Israeli side understanding ab- 
out our sufferings and prob- 
lems which are no less impor- 
tant than those of the others.” 
he said. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Israel regarded as nuclear armed 

WASHINGTON (R) — Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) 
Director James Woolsey acknowledged Tuesday night that 
Israel was generally regarded as having a nuclear weapons 
capability, despite its stated policy of not being the first to 
introduce nuclear weapons into the Israeli-Axab conflict. 
“Israel is generally regarded as having some kind of a nuclear 
.capability,” he said in an interview on the CNN programme 
“Larry King Live." Mr. Woolsey, an expert on nuclear 
weapons strategy, did not elaborate, but referred to Israel, 
along with India and Pakistan, as among suspected nuclear 
states. 

Bahrain underground water may run out 

MANAMA (R) — A Bahraini official has warned that the 
country's underground water reservoir could run out and has 
urged urgent steps to resolve the problem. Works, Electricity 
and Water Ministry Under-Secretary Jamil Alawi said in 
remarks published in Bahrain's AI Ayam newspaper Tuesday 
that die island had lost 30 per cent of its undergroiind'reservoir 
in recent years. “The water situation in the country is serious 
and needs urgent steps to protect the water resources from 
running out, Mr. Alawi said, adding that Bahrain was 
working on an emergency plan to resolve the problem. 

Dangerous ammunition exploded in Kabul 

KABUL (AFP) — A giant mushroom cloud erupted high into 
the air over south Kabul Wednesday when 4,000 kilogrammes 
of unsafe ammunit ion was exploded by an expert working 
under contract to the United Nations. The four tonnes of live 
ammuni tion included more than 150 mortar bombs, over 80 
heavy-artillery shells, 60 anti-aircraft rounds, 55 tank shells, 
one long-range rocket and a host of fuses and other killing 
devices found in and around Kabul last month alone. The 
ammuni tion was collected by Peter Jaworski, an ex-British 
army officer now working under contract to the U.N. in 
Afghanistan. 

Japan reportedly pressures Iran 

TOKYO (API — Japan has threatened to suspend loans to 
Iranif rt participates in testing North Korean missiles, a 


ung r 

Japanese newspaper reported Wednesday. It was the first item 
that the Japanese government applied “diplomatic pressures’’ 
on Iran in connection with North Korean missile development, 
the Tokyo Shimbun said. A Foreign Ministry official, speaking 
on conation of anonymity, said the ministry is investigating 
the report. The newspaper, quoting unnamed government 
sources, reported North Korea is planning to test a new 
“Rodong-l* missile in Iran sometime in December. The 
report did not specify when Japan requested Iran drop the 
project,but did say the Iranian side agreed to cancel the 
missile-launching test. 

Bomb cache found, 1 held in Egypt 

CAIRO (R) Egyptian police captured a suspected militant 
and found a dozen home-made bombs hidden under a bed 
when they raided a Cairo apartment Tuesday night, security 
sources said on Wednesday- They said the suspect threw a 
lade at police but it failed to explode and an officer shot 
four times in the leg. When police searched the apart* 
meot.they found eight high -explosive bombs containing TNT, 
four incendiary bombs and two smoke grenades under the 
bed. The suspect confessed that he had been planning to 
attack a police station, the sources added. 


Majali 

reshuffles 

Cabinet 

(Continued from page 1) 

also been a member of Parlia- 
ment. 

A number of parliamenta- 
rians, both former and current, 
faulted the appointment of 
ministers in portfolios that are 
not necessarily their field of 
expertise, while some analysts 
complained that with the 
appointment of several apoli- 
tical ministers, the task of a 
minister is changing to that of a 
technocrat or a bureaucrat 
which traditionally was the role 
of the secretary generals of 
ministries. Former prime 
ministers had done the same 
thing in the past, but they were 
also criticised for it. “The 
tradition continues in this gov- 
ernment as well." one analyst 
said. 

Most analysts and parlia- 
mentarians interviewed by the 
Jordan Times believe that very 
little change has been intro- 
duced to reverse existing 
perceptions of Dr. Majali's 
government among deputies, 
before and after they were 
elected to Parliament, espe- 
cially among members of the 
opposition. 

If anything, a senior par- 
liamentary source said. Dr. 
Majali retained many of the 
same people that the par- 
liamentary blocs had objected 
to during their meetings with 
the premier. 

“True, there has been 
change, in that ministers 
moved around and new ones 
hove been brought in,” the 
source said. "But that change 
is not big enough to convert 
the opposition, or those on the 
negative fence at least." 


Israeli killed 

(Continued from page 1) 

Rafah refugee camp to de- 
mand the release of Taiseer 
Bardini, commander of the 
Fateh Hawks, the PLO's milit- 
ary wing, who was captured 
Monday^ The army did not 
confront the demonstrators, 
who called for the Israel-PLO 
talks to be suspended until Mr. 
Bardini is released. 

On Wednesday, Hawks in 
the Gaza refugee camp of 
Khan Yunis commandeered 
and burned an Israeli bus 



SCENE OF ATTACK: Israeli soldiers watch the 
car of a Jewish settler that was attacked 
Wednesday by Palestinian hardliners near the 


town of El Bireh in the occupied West Bank 
(AFP photo) 


Jordan’s quest for compensation 
has no bearing on rights of refugees 


By P.V. Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan’s quest 
for compensation for hosting 
Palestinian refugees and dis- 
placed persons bears no pre- 
judice on the rights of the 
indixridual refugee or dis- 
placed person, the King- 
dom's top negotiator on re- 
fugee affairs said 
Wednesday. 

By including this issue as a 
major topic for negotiations 
in the Sept. 14 agenda for 
peace talks that Jordan 
signed with Israel, the King- 
dom has turned a major turn-' 
mg point, said Marwan 
Du dm. who also beads Jor- 
dan's team to talks on region- 
al economic cooperation. 

Mr. Dudin, considered a 
veteran in Palestinian affairs 
in view of his close involve- 
ment with the occupied terri- 
tories in his capacity as a 
member of the cabinet in 
1980s, said that Israel has not 
been “showing its dear inten- 
tions” during the past several 
rounds of talks on refugees in 
the multilateral phase of the 
peace process. 

“We always got a feeling 
that Israel is taking us 
through circles, without com- 
mitting itself into serious dis- 
cussion on the subject," said 
Dr. Dudin. 

By including the issue as a 
negotiating point in the com- 
mon agenda, Jordan's hand is 
strengthened on several 
counts, he said. 

These induded, he said, 
Israel's acceptance of the fact 
that the problem exists and 
needs to be resolved and the 
freedom that has been given 
to Jordan to raise the issue 
with no overlappings from 
other spheres of the broader 
issue of Palestinian refugees 
and displaced person hosted 
by other Arab countries. 

“Jordan's demand is for 
compensation from Israel for 
hosting the 1.7 million to 1.8 
million Palestinian refugees 
and displaced persons who 
now live in Jordanian terri- 
tory," said Dr. Dudin. 

“The demand for com- 
pensation to the state does 
not prejudice or has any 
bearing on the individual 
right of the refugee or dis- 
placed person to claim his or 
her right to return or to re- 
ceive compensation," he 
added. 

By the same token, Jordan 
will not be negotiating on 
behalf of any refugee or dis- 
placed person living outside 
its territory — meaning Syria, 
Lebanon, Egypt ana other 
countries where they live — 



Marwan Dudin 

in the bilateral negotitions 

with Israel, be explained. 

At the same time, the 
Kingdom will be pressing for 
the rights of the refugees and 


displaced persons in the 
multilateral phase as part of 
the Madrid formula that 


launched the Middle East 
peace process in the Spanish 
capital in October 1991. 

Dr. Dudin noted that 
Israel was in no position to 
bring up with Jordan its usual 
argument that the question of 
compensation should take 
into consideration Jews who 
were displaced from Arab 
countries when Israel was 
created in 1948. 

“First of all, Jordan has no 
record of ever expelling a 
Jew, before or after the crea- 
tion of Israel,” said Dr. 
Dudin. 

In a broader context, he 
rejected the Israeli argument 
that Jews who left Arab 
countries to live in the Jewish 
state also deserved com- 
pensation. “They did not 
leave the concerned countries 
in a state of war," he said. . 
“Israel, by virtue of its claim 
as the Jewish state, was luring 
them, and they left the Arab 
countries as a matter of their 
own choice.” 

“That is a far cry from the 
circumstances that Palesti- 
nians left their homes in Jaffa 
and Haifa and other cities 
and towns in Palestine," he 
pointed out. 

Within the Jordanian con- 
text, he said, “the refugees 
and displaced persons ended 
up in Jordan as a result of the 
creation of the state of 
Israel," and, as such, the 
Jewish state bears a direct 
responsibility to compensate 
Jordan for haxring nesting 
them. 

Dr. Dudin said close to one 
million of the 1.8 million 
Palestinian refugees and dis- 
placed persons living in Jor- 
dan were classified as 1948 
refugees. Of the 700,000 to 
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800,000 others, half of them 
were also “refugees" since 
they were already displaced 
from their homes in Palestine 
in 1948 and were living in 
refugee camps in the West 
Bank and the Gaza Strip 
when they were forced out 
again in the 1967 war. The 
rest comes under the categ- 
ory of “displaced persons" 
since they had left their 
homes in the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip in 1967. 

In the overall peace pro- 
cess, Jordan is the only party 
that will be negotiating the 
issue of refugees and dis- 
placed persons with Israel in 
the immediate term. 

The Sept. 13 agreement 
between Israel and me Pales- 
tine liberation Organisation 
(PLO) stipulates that the 
issue of refugees and dis- 
placed persons will be taken 
up as part of the ‘‘final sta- 
tus” negotiations slated for 
the third year of autonomy. 

Documents exchanged 

S the 12 rounds of bi- 
negotiations between 
Syria and Israel and Lebanon 
and Syria do not include any 
reference to the issue of re- 
gees or displaced persons, 
furthermore, Syria and 
Lebanon are staying away 
from the multilateral working 
group on refugees, sayi 
their participation depend 
on progress in the bilateral 
track. 

“Jordan now finds itself as 
the sole party which will be 
taking up such an important 
issue as refugees with Israel 
in a bilateral context," noted 
a senior government official. 

“It is not going to be easy, 
but that is not going to dis- 
suade us from pressing the 
issue until a just solution is 
reached," said the official. 

Dr. Dudin believes that 
“there is a pressing need for 
creative ideas in addressing 
the issue of refugees in the 
multilaterals and those ideas 
■have to come from the Arab 
side." 

“We cannot expect the In- 
ternational community, rhe 
Europeans or Americans to 
come up with creative ideas 
for us." he said. “We have to 
face the realities on the 
ground and work out a for- 
mula. " 

He did uot elaborate, but 
the reference appeared to be 
a call by His Majesty King 
Hussein that the Arab coun- 
tries hostfhg Palestinian re- 
fugees also grant them 
nationality without prejudice 
to their Palestinian identity 
and their right to return 
home or receive compensa- 
tion as individual choice. 


Rabin gets 
good start 
on EC deal 

BRUSSELS (R) - Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
id his first official visit to the 
uropean Community (EC) 
headquarters Wednesday and 
won support to renegotiate a 
1975 cooperation agreement 
with the 12-member bloc. 

Mr. Rabin, who began his 
two-day visit with meetings 
with Belgian Prime Minister 
Jean-Luc Dehaene and Fore- 
ign Minister Willy Claes, said 
Israel hoped to boost its indusr 
try and agriculture through a 
new EC trade deal. 

Mr. Claes said he hoped that 
over the next few days the EC 
would agree to a mandate to 
renegotiate the 1975 accord. 
Belgium currently holds the 
EC presidency. 

“The EC is dong all that it 
can to help the Palestinians... 
and we are ready to enhance 
our relations xvith Israel,” Mr. 
Claes said. 

Mr. Rabin condemned the 
killing by Palestinians on 
Wednesday of an Israeli 
woman and the wounding of 
three other civilians on a road 
in the West Bank. 

“It is unfortunate, a tragic 
event. I believe this vicious 
circle of terror was originated 
by Palestinian extremist orga- 
nisations like the Hamas and 
Islamic Jihad," Mr. Rabin told 
reporters after meeting Mr. 
Claes. 

Mr. Rabin has called the 
accord with the EC discrimina- 
tory, saying it had worsened 
Israel's trade deficit xvith the 
community. Last year, the de- 
ficit reached $5 billion. 

Besides improving agricul- 
ture and industry links. Israel 
would also like to forge stron- 
ger scientific ties. 

“The pact that Israel had 
made several steps forward in 
die peace process should expe- 
dite negotiations towards sign- 
ing a new agreement," an 
Israeli diplomatic source said. 

Describing the 1975 agree- 
ment as a “first generation 
accord.” the diplomat said 
.Israel was looking to include 
more agricultural and indust- 
rial products to sell to the EC. 

During his visit. Mr. Rabin 
was to meet European Com- 
mission President Jacques De- 
lors and address the European 
Parliament on the Middle East 
peace process. 

Italian questions 

With neo-fascists, including 
a granddaughter of Benito 
Mussolini, running in kfty 
mayor’s races in Italy. Mr. 
Rabin had a message Tuesday 
for Europeans: Remember his- 
ton/. 

The Israeli premier declined 
to pass judgment when an Ita- 
lian newspaper reporter asked 
him his opinion about mayoral 
runoffs Dec. 5. 

In both Rome and Naples, 
neo-fascist candidates have 
made it into the runoffs. Ales- 
sandra Mussolini, granddaugh- 
ter of the late fascist dictator 
whose regime included anti- 
Jewish laws, is pitted against a 
leftist candidate in the Naples’ 
race. In the Italian capital, the 
national leader of the neo- 
fascist Italian social move- 
ment. Gianfranco Fini. is run- 
ning against a leftist-backed 
c n viom men ta list. 

Mr. Rabin, while saying it 
would be inappropriate to 
comment on tne races, told 
reporters at a news conference: 
“I believe many people in 
Europe should not forget the 
past." 

The Israeli leader said he 
came to Europe — he met with 
the French president and 
prime minister in Paris before 
travelling to Rume to consult 
with the Italian premier and 
head of state — to try to 
persuade European leaders to 
be more accommodating to 
Israeli industrial and economic 
products. 


1 sentenced to death 
for Foda murder 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Egypt’s 
state security court condemned 
a man to death on Wednesday 
for killing writer Farag Foda", 
an outspoken critic of fun- 
damentalism. 

There was uproar in the 
court as the sentence on Abdul 
Shaft Ahmad Ramadan was 
read out. 

His relatives, many of them 
veiled women, screamed and 
shouted while his fellow defen- 
dants chanted “Allahu Akbar" 
from the dock. 

Mr. Ramadan was the chief 
accused of 12 militants on trial 
for killing Mr. Foda, who was 
gunned down as he left his 
Cairo house with his son on 
June 7, 1992. 

The court postponed sen- 
tencing of the others, two of 
whom are on the run, until 
Dec, 30. 

■A lawver for the fun- 
da mentalfsts, Abdul Halim 
Mandur. shouted after the ver- 
dict was given that “the Sharia 
(Islamic law) authorises the 


killing of Foda and all those 
with the same ideas." 
Another fundamentalist sus- 
ted of involvement in the 


oda killing. Ashraf AI Saved 
Ibrahim, was executed in July 
for attempting to assassinate 
Information Minister Safwat 
AI Shcrif on April 20. 

The judge tola the high state 
security court in a session 
which lasted only a few mi- 
nutes: "After studying the 
case, it has been decided to 
transfer the papers of Abdul 
Shaft Mohammad Ramadan to 
the mufti of the republic for 
consideration." 

Lawyers- said this phrase 
meant the death sentence. The 
mufti is the highest religious 
authority in Egypt and has to 
.be consulted about death sent- 
‘ences by civil courts. 

“This is a death sentence. 
The sentence is wrong, wrong, 
wrong. It ' is unjust, unjust, 
unjust I will appeal against it. 
This sentence is against Islamic 
law.” Mr. Mandour said. 


Aideed rejects call for 
reconciliation dialogue 


ADDIS ABABA (Agencies) 
— Power Somali faction leader 
Mohammad Fnrah Aideed 
Wednesday rejected a last-mi- 
nute appeal to attend talks in 
Ethiopia with his arch rival to 
try to bring peace to shattered 
Somalia. 

His refusal, announced by 
one of his allies, threatened to 
undermine a separate U.N. 
Conference hosted by Ethio- 
pian President Mcfes Zcnawi 
aimed at getting relief work 
back on track after a four- 
month guerrilla war in 
'Somalia. 

Mr. Mcles. seen as the only 
person to enjoy tlw confidence 
of all Somalia's factions, had 
invited Gen. Aideed and his 
rival Ali Mahdi Mohammad to 
reconciliation talks for 
Thursday. 

Gen. Aidecd’s Somali 
National Alliance said there 
was no need for its leader to 
attend a meeting with 12 other 
factions led by Mr. Ali Mahdi. 


“There is no reason for him 
(Aideed) ro come here, he is 
not coming.” Aideed ally Col- 
onel Ahmad Omar Jess told 
reporters. 

Col. Jess, speaking with full 
authority from Gen. Aideed. 
said the li.N. had lost any richt 
to remain in Somalia. “UN- 
OSOM (United Nations Op- 
eration in Somalia) has lost ail 
credibility as an impartial 
bodv.” he said. 

Col Jess said the three- 
movement SNA would, 
however, join other Somali 
factions in political talks due to 
open here on Thursday under 
Ethiopian government au- 
spices. 

Ethiopia Is mediating the 
Somali crisis on behalf of the 
■Organisation of African Unitv 
(OAU). 

What form the consultations 
took would depend on whether 
Gen. Aideed turned up. 
sources dose to the United 
Nations said. 
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Sympathetic 
banker lends 
small sums 

WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Would most bankers hunt 
down a missing husband or 
console a customer on the 
death of a cow? Muhammad 
Yunus thinks they should. Mr. 
Yunus started the Grank in 
Bank of Bangladesh in 1976 
and has since spread the idea 
of tiny loans in a dozen coun- 
tries. On Tuesday, he accepted 
a grant of S2 million from the 
World Bank, the world's big- 
gest lender, so he can spread 
his grassroots lending ideas 
even further. “Please never get , 
angry xvith the person xvoo - 
cannot pay the installment.'^. . 
“When you get the full story, < 
you’ll find out how stupid it . 
would have been to twist her 
arm to get the money. She . 
can’t pay the installment be-, 
cause her husband ran away 
xvith the money. As a good 
friend, your responsibility will 
be to go and find her husband 
and bring him back, hopejgfly 
xvith the money... It may 3tio 
happen that your friend could . 
not pay the installments be-" 
cause the coxv which she 
bought with the loan mone? 
died... You should cheer he" 
up and prepare her to pul 
herself together. Ask Grameei- 
to give her another loan, and. . 
convert the previous loan int< 
a long-term loan. 

New Zealander 
to head Eton 

ETON, England (AFP) — TK 
head of an Australian boardijO 
school once attended by tl? 
Prince of Wales will be tl 1 
next headmaster of one of tir 
world’s most famous boyi 
school, Eton College. Nei 
Zealander John Lewis, 
headmaster of Geelong Gr$r 
mar School for 13 years, xv* 
take over at Eton next fall, tP 
school announced Tuesday. ? ( 
1966. a 17-year-old Print? 
Charles spent two terms at tl* 
timbertop branch of Geelonj 
in the mountains 135 mite 
north-east of Melbourne. Fe^ 
at Eton, attended by moi. 
than 1.250 boys aged 13-18, af. 
almost £12,000 ($18,000) 
year. 

U.S. Navy tells 
women sailors 
to wear trousers . 

WASHINGTON (AFP) - 
The navy will order its wome - 
sailors to don trousers or 
board all ships, making skirt’ 
acceptable attire only at cere 
moniai events, a spokesmai 
said. The decision to cover uj* 
was made “for reasons of safe- 
ty" by the chief of naval opera; 
no ns. Admiral Frank Kelso, as 
part of a package of uniform 
revisions, said Lieutenant Dan 
Bates, a bureau of naval 
sorrnel spokesman. “It reS/,y 
isn’t practical for skirts ro be 
worn" when steep ladders' 
serve as ships’ stairwells, or 
when firefightine equipment! 
might need to be hauled out in ' 
a hurry, Li. Bates said. 

Russin pensioner 
casts first 
reported vote 

MOSCOW (AP) — Two : 
xveeks before a referendum on 
whether to approve Russia's; 
draft constitution, the ayes wer * . 
ahead 1-0. Pyotr Pavlov, a ' 
68-year-old pensioner in the ; 
western town of Bryansk, cast ■ 
his vote early because medical 
reasons will keep him Wm 
voting on election dav, Dec: 
12, the ITAR-TASS news’ 
agency reported. It was .the 
first vote reported cast in the 
election, which also will decide 
a new parliament. Mr. Pavlov 
told reporters he voted in 
favour of the constitution 
proposed by President Boris . 
Yeltsin, ITAR-TASS said. The 
agency didn’t say which candf- 
date and party got PavlovY 
vote in the parliamentary coh-: 
test. 

Man linked with 
Duchess of York ; 
marries 

RICHMOND. Virginia (A^PJ i - 
— A man photographed last 
year xvith the Duchess of York, 
leading to speculation about a . 
romantic involvement, has- . 
married a Virginia state offi- " 
dal. Steve Wyatt was married ’ i 
on Oct. 16 to Cathleen Magen- : 
nis. Virginia's secretary for 
economic development, Ms. 
Magennis said Monday. British 
press published the photos of j 
Mr. Wyatt and Sarah Fergusdn ' 5 
together on a swing, and some 
tabloids suggested the Texas . 
native xvas romantically ih- f 
volvcd with the Duchess of J 
York, estranged wife of Prince o 
Andrew’. 
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